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Tetra Tech in Foreign Waters 
By jane Franklin * 

A recent New York Times article (March 26, 1985) described 
the CIA connection in Oman , which is reportedly substituting 
for Iran as a U.S. stronghold on the Persian Gulf. The article 
began by pointing out that among the foreign advisers to the 
Sultan of Oman is former senior CIA official James H. Critch­
field, who is president of the corporation with the contract for 
managing the tightly guarded development of the strategic 
Masandam Peninsula at the entrance to the Gulf. The corpora­
tion is Tetra Tech International, a subsidiary of Tetra Tech, 
Inc., it elf a subsidiary of Honeywell Corporation , a major mili­
tary contractor with headquarters in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

Tetra Tech, Inc., based in 1 Pasadena, California, was alsoin 
the news not long ago. It was Tetra Tech that hired the Sea­
ward Explorer , which lost an engine off the northeastern coast 
of Cuba last November, resulting in an extraordinary show of 
force by the United States. Defense Secretary Caspar Wein­
berger approved the order that sent the aircraft carrier U.S.S. 
Nimitz toward Cuba from St. Thomas in the U.S. Virgin Is­
lands while the guided missile cruiser U.S.S. Arkansas was di­
verted from maneuvers elsewhere in the Caribbean to join the 
Nimitz. 

*Jane Franklin is co-editor of Cuba Update , the journal of the Center for 
Cuban Studies, and co-author of "Vietnam in America: A Documentary His­
tory." 
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Meanwhile , although Cuba never gave permission for the 
U.S. Coast Guard cutter Reliance to enter its territorial waters , 
a Cuban naval patrol boat allowed the Reliance to take the Sea­
ward Explorer under tow only eight miles from shore . The 
United States called off its warships but speculation about the 
U.S. reaction continues . 

Tetra Tech has the U .S. Navy's contract for mapping Haiti 's 
coastal waters. Its equipment was aboard the Seaward Explo­
rer, a 105-foot vessel owned by Seaward Services of Miami . 
Peter Skipp, captain of the Seaward Explorer and a partner in 
Seaward Services , told reporters that he and his four crew 
members were on "a non-classified Navy operation" during 
which they were "mapping the depths of the seas between 
Haiti and Cuba. '' He said they were headed for Puerto Rico 
when the ship lost an engine on the night of November 29, 
1984. 

Captain Skipp may believe that he was involved in harmless 
oceanography, but Tetra Tech , among other things , was cali­
brating the speed of sound in tho e waters between Cuba and 
Haiti . As the New York Times pointed out (December 5, 1984), 
the speed of sound, which is determined by temperature , salin­
ity , etc., affects sonar operations by aircraft, surface vessels , 
and submarines, including submarine communications from 
whatever source . • 
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