
/ A

■-1.^

I

IndustrialiFargql̂  Comes Home to Roost
A l s o I n t h i s i s s u e :

"Operation Ghetto Storm": Paramilitary Policing Free Radio vs. the Feds
Vaclev Havel's Warm and Fuzzy image Mercenary Armies & Mineral Wealth
The CIA at Fifty From Bombs to Ballots: US Intervention in Cambodia
Secret Alliance: Uncle Sam and Pol Pot Che Guevara and the CIA



No other magaziiie
has ever won more
"Project Censored"
prizes in a single year.

Four more CAQ's
articles were cited

by Project Censored.
In the top 10 were:
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Stauber & Sheldon Rampton;

Biy Brother Goes High-Tech,
by David Banisar;

\Miite Collar Crime, Wliiteieash
at the Justice Department,

by David Bumham.
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Behind the Razor Wire:
Inside JNSDetention Centers,

by Mark Dow.
Congratulations to all!

WINNER— Four of the top ten Project Censored stories of
1996 and Winner of the year's first prize for Top Story
Project Censored, Sonoma State University's prestigious media-watch
organization, awarded its top prize to the CAQ axiicle Riskmg the World:
Nuclear Proliferation in Space, by Karl Grossman

i s . . .
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tainment or pack-journalism "scandal of the week." CAQ
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the information you want and need.
Radical: CAQ cuts through the crap, goes to the
root of what's going on. CAQ's widters are
independent investigative journalists, analysts,
and activists; they don't pander to power or
soft-pedal for advertisers; they don't wine, dine,
or golf with the people they report on.

Rigorous: Ai'ticles are well-documented, solid
investigative journalism. No glib conventional
wisdom, no paranoid conspiracy theories.

Readable: CAQ's articles have depth, history, and
analysis. Subjects come alive; writers not only get the
scoop, they tell a good stoiy.

"The systematic failure of the news
media to fully inform the public while
not an overt form of censorship... is
nonetheless real and often equally
dangerous." —carl jensen, project censored
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only cosseted him, fed, supplied,
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anicalhitnunpunity
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"I particularly appreciate CAQ's readable style and fine photojournalism. — Dale Wharton, Montreal
"Such a great magazine, I wish it were WEEKLY!"

— Tom McNeil, Nova Scotia

"Appreciation tor all concerned. Vou do
what I can't!"

— Eiizabeth Darling, ME

"Count me In! I

have often caught
reference to you but
never sight of
you...now that I
finally have you, I

look forward to a

rewarding engage
ment! Thank you for your

piquant and punctilious publication."
— AnabeileO.,NY

Time after time — from the plutonlum-laden Cassini
probe to Gulf War Syndrome, from the expansion of
private prisons to the impact of the militia movement

CAQ has not only scooped the corporate media, but
done it with accuracy, depth, and independence.

SUBSCRIBE today and join the thousands of
new readers who have discovered CAQ. Journalism
that makes a difference, that never pulls punches
or follows the pack.

"I wish all our reporters were so dedicated to
putting out interesting controversial pieces,
—KimW..,MN

"The magazine
used to be GOOD,

but now it's
GREAT —Jerry

Meidon. Tufts
University, MA

"A local paper ran
the Project Censored
story and I was

amazed at how many of the
winning stories ran in CAQ. Congratulations

on your outstanding work at bringing news to light that
Is ignored by other media. As media consolidation continues,

your work grows in importance. How about getting CAQ in libraries? l'. for
one, will talk to my local branch of the public library and see if they won't subscribe

Imagine if 100 other subscribers did that? And I'll renew today! —Tom Heaiy, IN

SIq



The Khmer Rouge diligently documented Its victims such as these,
who were presumably executed soon after they were photographed.

The Long Secret ilUiance:
Uncle Sam and Pol Pol

by John Pilger

"̂|"̂ hc US not only helped create conditions that brought Cambodia's Khmer Rouge to powerI in 19715, but actively supported the genoctdal force, politically and financially. By January
-1- 1980, the US was secretly funding Pol Pot's exiled forces on the Thai border. The extent of this

support — $85 million from 1980 to 1986 — was revealed six years later in correspondence between
congressional lawyer Jonathan Winer, then counsel to Sen, John Keny (D-MA) of the Senate Foreign Re
lations Committee, and the Vietnam Veterans of America Foundation. Winer said the information had
come from the Congressional Research Service (CRS). When copies of his letter were circulated, the

Jolin Pilger, ba.seti in i/)ndi>n, has won numerous awanLs for his reimrting rrom liulochina. Ills 1971) TV (iocunientary, IJ ĵrZero; HieSiUttl
Death uf Cambodia, is croiliUid with alerting nmeh of the world to the horrors of the Pol Pol rcgime and llm US bombing that preceded it.
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Reagan administracion was furious Then,
uiihoui adequately explaining why, Winer
repudiated the siaiisiics, while not disput
ing that they had come from the CUS. in
a second letter to Noam Chomsky, how
ever. Winer repeated the original charge,
which, he confirmed to me, was "abso
lutely correct."'

Washington also backed
the Kliiner Rouge through the
United Nations, which pro-
\1ded Pol Pot's vehicle of re
turn, Although the Khmer
Rouge go\'emment ceased to
exist injanuar)' 1979, when
the Vietnamese ann)' dro\'e it
out, its representatives con
tinued to occupy Cambodia's
UN seat. Their right to do so
was defended and promoted
by Washington as an exten
sion of the Cold War, as a
mechanism for US revenge
on Vietnam, and as part of its
new alliance with China (Pol
Pot's principal underwriter
and Vietnam's ancient foe).
In 1981. Pres ident Car ter 's
national security adviser,
Zbigniew Brzezinski, said, "1
encouraged the Chinese to
support Pol Pot." The US, he added,
"winked publicly" as China sent arms to
the Khmer Rouge through Thailand.^

With 50 CIA agents running
Washington's Cambodia
operation from Thailand, the
dividing line between the
international relief operation
and the US war blurred.

As a cover for its secret war against
Cambodia, Washington set up the Kampu-
chcan Emergency Group (KEG) in the US
embassy in Bangkok and on the Thai-Cam
bodian border. KEG's job was to "monitor "
the d is t r ibut ion of Western humani tar ian

supplies sent to the refugee camps in Thai

land and to ensure that Khmer Rouge bases
were fed. Working through "Task Force
80" ol the Thai Army, which had liaison of
ficers with liie Khmer Rouge, the Ameri
cans ensured a constant flow of UN sup
plies. Two US relief aid workers, Linda
Mason and Roger Brown, later wrote, "The

Khmer Rouge instruments of torture found at Tuol Sletig school.

1. l/L'tlersfrom Jonathan Winer to lairry Cliartienes, Vict-
luuii Veterans of America, triliiii; Cungressiuial Research
S('r^•il•e, Out. 22, UJ8G. Ix-lterrruiii Winer to Noam Ciutniskj',
June IG, IG87. Telephone communicHltoii witli aullior,
Augasl Jlt89.
2. Kli2abeth Beeker, When the War Hh.v Oivr (New York:
Simon and SchiLster, laSC), p. 440.

US Governmeni insisted that the Khmer

Rouge be fed ... the US preferred that the
Khmer Rouge operation benefit from the

credibility of an iniernaiion-
ally known relief operation."'
in 1980, under US pressure,
the World Food Program
handed over food worth $12
million to the Thai army to
pass on to the Khmer Rouge.
According to former Assistant
Secretary of State Richard
Holbrooke, "20,000 to 40,000
Pol Pot guerrillas benefited.""'
This aid helped restore the
Khmer Rouge to a fighting
force, based in Thailand, from
which u destabilized Cambo

dia for more than a decade.

Although ostensibly a State Department
operation, KEG's principals were intelli
gence officers with long experience in
Indochina. In the early 1980s it was run by
Michael Eiland, whose career underscored
ilie continuity of American intervention in
Indochina, In 1969-70, he was operations
J. Liiula MiLson an<J Rofjor Browii. Rice, Rivalry uitdPnli-
tic,s: Managing Cambuiiian ReluJ (South Ik'tid, IN: Uiii-
versily of Notre Dame Press, 1983), pp. IIJ.'S, 15!).
4. William Sluiwcruss, 77«" Qnalilg of Mercg: CaiiilHidia,
Ihilocaiist and Modern Conscience (Lotuluii: Andre
neuLscli, IU84), pj). 28!), 345,31)5.

officer of a clandestine Special Forces group
coclc-namcd ■Dame) Boone,"' which was re
sponsible for the reconnaissance of the US
bombing of Cambodia." By 1980. Col
Eiland was running KEG out ol the US
embassy in Bangkok, where it was de
scribed as a "humanitarian" organization.

Responsible for interpreting
saleliile suix eillancc photos of
Cambodia, Eiland became a
valucci source for some of

Bangkok's resident Western
press corps, who rclerred to
him in iheir reports as a
"Western analyst." Eiland's
'"humanitarian" dunes led to
his appointment as Defense
Intelligence Agency (DIA)
chief in charge of the South
east Asia Region, one of the
most important positions in
US espionage.

In November 1980 , t he

just elected Reagan adminis
tration and the Khmer Rouge
made direct contact when Dr.

Ray Clinc, a former deputy
director of the CIA, secretly
visited a Khmer Rouge opera
tional headquarters inside
Cambodia. Cline was then a

foreign policy adviser on President-elect
Reagan's transitional team. Within a year,
according to Washington sources, 50 CIA
agents were running Washington's Cambo
dia operation from Thailand. The dhiding
line between the international relief opera
tion and the US war became more and
more confused. For example, a Defense In
telligence Agency colonel was appointed
"security liaison officer" between the
United Nations Border Relief Operation
(UNBRO) and the Displaced Persons Protec
tion Unit (dppu). In Washington, sources
revealed him as a link between the US gov
ernment and the Khmer Rouge."

T h e U N a s a B a s e
By 1981, a number of governments, in
cluding US allies, became decidedly uneasy
about the charade of continued UN recog
nition of Pol Pol as legitimate head of the
country. This discomfon was dramatically
demonstrated when a colleague of mine,
Nicholas Claxion, entered a bar at the UN
in New York with Thaoun Prasilh, Pol Pot's
representative. "Within minutes," said

5. \\']\\mttiil\mxt{'<ss,Sidesliiiie:i\'ijvn,Kissingtriiiidllie
Ikstnuihm of Canihudia (l/)iuii)n: Ai«la* Deulscli, 1!)79).
G. The colaiiprs rule \v;is Inade plauT at a nu'eiiiig with
sLill'iuemlicrsaf Ihe Senate Inlellittence Coiiuiiittee on Feb.
10, IDllO, aiTontini? to Jolui Pedler, who wasai the meeting.
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Claxion, "the bar had cntpiied '
Clearly, something had to be
done. In 1982, ilte US and China,
snpporicd by Singapore, in-
N c n t e d t l i c C o a l i t i o n o l t l i e
D e m o c r a t i e C i o v e r n m e n t o f

Kampuchea, which was. as Ben
Kicrnan pointed out, neither a
coalition, nor deimvratie. nor a
goveninieni, norin KampiiclKa."
Rather, it was what the CIA calls
"a master i l lusion." Cambodia's
lormer ruler. Prince Norodom
Sihanouk, was appointed its
head; otherwise little changed.
The Khmer Rouge dominated
the two "non-communist" mem
bers, the Sihanoukisis and the
Khmer People's National Libera
tion Front (kpnlf). From his of
fice at the UN, Pol Pot's ambas
s a d o r , t h e u r b a n e T h a o u n
Prasith. continued to speak for
Cambodia A c lose associate of
Pol Pot, he had in 1975 called
on Khmer expatriates to return
home, whereupon many of
them "disappeared."

The United Nations was now
t h e i n s t r u m e n t o f C a m b o d i a ' s

punishment. In all its histor>', the
world body has withheld devel
opment aid from only one Third
World counir>': Cambodia. Not
only did the UN — at US and
Chinese insistence — deny the govern
ment m Phnom Penh a seat, but the major
in ternat iona l financ ia l ins t i tu t ions bar red
Cambodia from all international agree
ments on trade and communications. Even
the World Health Organization refused to
aid the countiy. At home, the US denied re
ligious groups export licenses for books
and toys for orplians A law dating from the
First World War. the Trading with the Enemy
Act. was applied to Giml?odia and. of course,
Vietnam. Not even Cuba and the Soviet
Union faced such a complete Ixm with no hu
manitarian or cultural exceptions.

By 1987. KEG had been reincarnated as
the Kampuchea Working Group, run by
the same Col. Ciland of the Defense Intel

ligence Agency. The Working Group's brief
was 10 provide battle plans, war materiel,
and satellite intelligence to the so-called
"non-communis t " members of the " res is
tance forces." The iion-communisi fig leaf
allowed Congress, spurred on by an anii-
Vicinamese zealot. then-Rep. Stephen
Solarz (D-NY), to approve both "oven"' and
7. Pel), anil June 11)85. Kiernaii is now program
(ILrector oryalc* I'lihcrsily's Cambodian tJcnocide Program.

Khmer Rouge cadre In an unda ted pho to .

"covert" aid estimated at $24 million to the
"resistance." Until 1990, Congress ac
cepted Solarz' specious argument that US
aid did not end up with or oven help Pol
Pot and that the mass mutderer's US-sup-
plied allies "are not even in close proxim
ity with them [the Khmer Rouge].""

Tlie "trial" of Pol Pot was a
wonderful Khmer Rouge
theater-cum-media-eveut,
but was otherwise worthless.

of the US and Chinese position tliai the
Khmer Rouge be part of a settlement in
Cambodia. "It is journaltsis." he said,
"who have made them into demons.""

Weapons from West Germany, the US.
and Sweden were passed on directly by
Singapore or made under license by Char

tered Intlustries, which is
_____ owned b)- the Singapore gov

ernment These same weap
ons were captured iroin the
Khmer Rouge. The Singiipore
connection al lowed the Bush
a d m m i s i i a i i o n t o c o n t i n u e U s

secret aid to the "resistance,"
even though this assistance
broke a law passed by Con-

M i l i l a r y L i nks
While Wasiiingion paid liie bills and the
Thai army provided logistics support.
Singapore, as middleman, was the main
condui t for Western arms. Former Pr ime
Minister Lee Kuan Yew was a major backer

8. Ni'w York Times. May 14, lliKD.

~ gress m 1989 banning even
i n d i r e c t " l e t h a l a i d " t o P o l

Pot.'" In August 1990, a former member of
the US Special Forces disclosed that he had
been ordered to destroy records that
showed US munitions in Thailand going to
the Khmer Rouge. The records, he said, im
plicated the National Sccunty Council, the
!). llHt.' Shortwave Broaik-asl Suiimiar>', IDDll.
\Q. Cambodiu: nie Belrayal, Central Tcle\1sioii. lU'JU.
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presidents foreign policy ad\isoiybody."
In 1982, when the US. Chinese, and

ASEAN governments contrived the "coali-
l i o n " t h a t e n a b l e d P o l P o t t o r e t a i n
Cambodia's UN seat, the US set about
training and equipping the "non-commu
nist" factions in the "resistance" army.
These followers of Prince Sihanouk and
his former minister. Son Sann, leader of
the KPN1.F, were mostly irregulars and
bandits. This resistance was nothing with
out Pol Pots 25.000 well-trained, armed,
and motivated guerrillas, whose leader
ship was acknowledged by Prince
Sihanouk's military commander, his son,
N o r o d o m R a n a r i d d h . " T h e K h m e r

Rouge," he said, arc the "major attacking
forces" whose victories were "celebrated
as our own." ' -

The guerrillas' tactic, like that of the

of that ruin, American power would again
assert itself m Indochina.

The British — who have had special
military forces in Southeast Asia since
World War 11 — also played a key role in
supporting Pol Pots armed force. After the
"Irangaie" amis-for-hostages scandal broke
in Washington in 1986, the Cambodian
training became an exclusively British op
eration. "If Congress had found out that
Americans were mixed up in clandestine
training in Indochina, let alone with Pol
Pot," a Ministry of Defense source told
Simon O'Dwyer-Russell of the Loiu/wi Siin-
(Uiy Telegraph, "the balloon would have
gone right up. It was one of those classic
Thaichcr-Reagan arrangements. It was put
to her that the SAS should take over the
Cambodia show, and she agreed."''

Some of Cambodia's refugees at a UN-run camp controlled by the KPNLF.

Contras in Nicaragua, was to terrorize the
countryside by setting up ambushes and
seeding minefields. In this way, the goveni-
meni in Phnom Penh would be destabilized
and the Vietnamese trapped in an untenable
w a r ; i t s o w n " V i e t n a m . " F o r t h e A m e r i c a n s
in Bangkok and Washington, the fate of
Cambodia was tied to a war they had tecii-
nically lost seven years earlier. "Bleeding the
V i e t n a m e s e w h i t e o n t h e b a t t l e fi e l d s o f

Cambodia" was an expression popular with
the US policy-making establishment. De-
siro>ang the crippled Vietnamese economy
and, if necessary, overturning the govern
ment in Hanoi, was the ultimate goal. Out
11.Francisco Kramincr, Auy. 12 and 15,19f)0.
12. In lUyt) Itanaridilh said tliat, in a pn)])osiHl attack on

Pol Pot's Washington
I m p u n i t y

Slionly after the start of the Gulf War in
Januar)- 1991, President Bush described
Saddam Hussein as "Adolf Hi t ler revis
ited.Bush's call for "another Nuremberg"
to try Saddam under the Genocide Con
vention was echoed in Congress and across
t h e A t l a n t i c m L o n d o n

It was an ironic distraction. Since the

original Fuhrer expired in his bunker, the
Siem Reap, "The Khmer Rouge will be the major attaeking
loKcs,"Associated Press, Otl. 11, V^%\Indiichina Digest,
Oct. 6, J9DU. HL> si'paralc sl<dcment Iliat Sihanouklsla ccl-
ebraled Khmer Rouge victories as their own \\i\s reiJorted
in the Sunday Currcs]>ondcnl (I^ondon), Nov. 5,1980.
13. A.S told to O'Dv^ycr-Russell by a Defense Ministry
source, and relayed to the author.

US has maintained a network ol dictators
with Hiilerian tendencies — from Suiiaiio
in Indonesia to Mobutu in Zaire and a va
riety of Latin American mobsters, many of
litem graduates of the US Army School of
lite Americas. But only one lias been iden
tified by the world cornmuniiy as a genu
ine "Adolf Hitler revisited," whose crimes
arc documenied In a 1979 report of the UN
Human Rights Commission as "the worst
to have occurred anywhere in the world
since Nazism."'"' He is, of course, Pol Pot.
who must surely wonder at his good for
tune. Not only was he cosscietl, his troops
fed, supplied, and trained, his envoys af
forded all diplomatic pnHlcges, hut ■— un
like Saddam Hussein — he was assured by
his patrons that he would never be brought
to justice for his crimes.

These assurances were given publicly in
1991 when the UN Human Rights Sub-
commission dropped froin its agenda a
draft resolution on Cambodia that referred
to "the atrocities reaching the level of geno
cide committed in particular during the
period of Khmer Rouge rule."'" No more,
the UN body decided, should member
governments seek to "dcieci, arrest, extra
dite or bring to trial those who have been
responsible for crimes against humanity in
Cambodia." No more are governments
called upon to "prevent the return to gov
ernment positions of those who were re
sponsible for gcnocidal actions during the
period 1975 to 1978."''

Such guarantees of impunity for the
genocidists were also part of the UN "peace
plan" drafted by the permanent members
of the Security Council; that is, by the
United Stales. To avoid offending Pol Pot's
principal backers, the Chinese, the plan
dropped all mention of "genocide," replac
ing it with the euphemism: "policies and
practices of the recent past."'" On this,
Henry Kissinger, who played a leading part
in the mass bombing of Cambodia in the
early 1970s, was an important influence.'"

Western propaganda prior to the UN
"peace process" in Cambodia concentrated

14. ne Guardian (Londun), Oel. 16,1091.
15. Citei ibyt 'eiuiy Edwards, Nov. 4,1989.
16. Agenr0 FYjuk o Pn>sso rtpon from Geneva, /\ug. :J0,19.90.
17. Ron Kiernan, 77ie Canibodian Genocide: Issues and
Resjmuses, p. 28.
IS. ibid., p. 29.
19. On June 5,1990,77<r Times (London) reported Kissinger
as .saying, "I would not be .stiri)ri.scd if 10 yeais from now,
China, even following its present course, will appear like a
freer countiy tlian Russia and a nioit* iimspcrous one." In
July 1989, Kissinger, who lias strong business inlere$t.s in
China, had ui^ed Bush to give the Beying regime "mast fa
vorcd nation" trading status, despite the bloody events in
Tiananmen Square onlj' weeks earlier. He regards the Chi-
iic.se leadcrsliiti iisamotierating uifluencc in ̂ ulheast {\sia
and supports China's "present course."
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S T E V E G R A W / I M P A C T V I S U A L S

A display near Phnom Penh shows the remains of some 20,000 genocide victims from more than 200 burial sites.

on the strength ol the Khmer Rouge, so as
to lustify iheir inclusion. UN officials anti
AmcriLan and Australian diplomats talked
•ihout 35-4t),000 Khmci Rouge. "You will
understand." they would say, "we can't
leave a iorce as powerful as thai outside the
tent." As soon as the Khmer Rouge had been
welcomed back to Phnom Penh and. in ef
fect. given a quarter to a third of the coun
tryside. they refused to take pait in the elec
tions. The tunc then changed. They were
now "linished.' chorused Western dij)lo-
mais. They weie "weakened beyond hope "

in the meantime, tlie Khmer Rouge was
establishing itscK as the richest terrorist
group in hisloi)' b)' selling off tracts of
Cainboiiia's lorests, as well as its precious
stones, to the Thai, whose government was
a signatory to the peace accords.' No one
stoj^jx'd them. The\' established four large
new bases inside Thailand, complete with a
jteld liospiial. Thai sL>kliers guarded the road
that led lo ihem The "iliey arc linished" line
lemains m vogue to tins day. Undoubtedly,
tlio\ lia\c boon numencaliy diminished by
delcciums and attni ion. bui their number
was always a false measure of their true
strength. It seems the Stale nepaiiineni be
lieves ihey are far from linished On July 10

this year, the .spokesjierson Nicholas Bums
let slip that Khmer Rouge strength ran into
"tiiousiinds."^'-'

The real threat from the Kiimcr Rouge
comes from iheirenduringskill at deception
ami infilir.iikm. Before ihey seized power in

Pol Pot's patrons not only
cosseted him, fed, supplied,
and trained his troops, but
also guaranteed him impunity.

truth is that no one on the outside can re

ally say what these are, and iliai alone is a
measure of the organization's strength and
resilience. The Cambodian leader Hun Sen,
for one, clearly retains a respect for the ve
racity and menace of their ambitions.

The media relish Pol Pot
as a unique monster. That
is too easy and too danger
ous. It is his Fausiian part
ners in Washington, Beijing.
London, Bangkok, .Singa
pore, and elsewhere who
deserve proper recognition.
The Khmer Rouge have
b e e n u s e f u l t o a l l t h e i r c o n -

1975, they had honeycombed Phnom
Penh. This process is almost certainly under
way again. As one resident of Phnom Penh
said recently. "They're eveiywhere."

The "trial" of Pol Pot this year was a
wonderful piece of Khmer Rouge thcater-
cum-media-evetu. but was otherwise
worihle,ss as an indication of the organiza
tion's strength and immediate aims. The
20. Stall- Dt*|»artmi'iit Brioftiig traivsrript, I'S .State lli'-
partnii'nt. July 10.1997.

verging aims In the region,
[•r ic Fal l , the UN's senior

spokesperson in Phnom Penh at the lime
of that manipulated organization's "tri
umph" in Cambodia, told inc with a
fixed smile, "The peace process was
aimed at allowing [the Khmer Rouge] to
gain respectability."'' Unfortunately,
many ordinary Cambodian people share
his cynicism. They deserve better. ■

21. Iiitpmou'od by tin- aiilhuron film forA'i'/nni lo Year
Zim, Cuntnil Television, London, broadcast March 1992.
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us Intervent ion in Cambodia
From Bombs to Ba i lo ts

by David Roberts

"In order to do what we want to do in Cambodia, we can do
without Piince Sihanouk. We can do without [Hun Sen's]
CPP We have $90 million to keep the officials and soldiers of
[Cambodia] and to buy the CPP deputies necessaiy to get the
two-thirds [majority] and then put in place the coalition of
our choice." — us Stale Deparimeni representative, June 1993. Phnoin Penh

_ _ here was lilllc room for irony in Wash
ington thissummrras Congress puffed UselJ
up with outrage over possible foreign inpu-
cnce in the US electoral process. "The
American people have the right to know"
intoned Sen. Pete Domcnici (R-NM), "and
u'f have the highest duty to determine
whether there was a concerted plan by for-
eign governments to infiltrate our electoral
process."' Applied to the US, the rhctonc is
melodramatic and hypocntical; used to de
scribe the US role in Cambodia, it is glar
ingly inadequate. The legacy of US interfer
ence is written in blood and mise\y across
the map of Cambodia. Although the bomb
ing has stopped, and the world has a "neu'
order," the US is still interfering in the do
mestic affairs of this small nation. And elec
tions arc only one part of the strategy.
I)a\'[d Roberts, Ph-U., is senior lecturer in Defense Stud
ies, Kiitft's (iollege, l/)n<ioii, England.
Pl io lo: The war cont inues for the Ions of thousiuids of
Dambmliaiis disiibled by landiiiines. The counlty has the
higliesi per cajtila incidence in the world.
1. Congressional campaign riiiiuice hetirings, July I, l!)!i7.

On the surface, the recent ouster ofNorodom Ranariddh, the leader of
the FUNCINPEC (National United

Front for an Independent, Neutral, Peace
ful, and Cooperative Cambodia) royalists,
by his coalition partner Hun Sen, head of
the Cambodian People's Party (CPP),
seems a straightforward enough violation
of democratic practice; it also appears to
have little relationship to Washington. But
the surface in Cambodia is shallow indeed
and the roots of this coup lie deep and en
tangled with a histor)' of US interference
spanning almost three decades.

Although the US weapons of choice are
now dollars and ballots, in the 1970s, they
were bombs and troops. Then, as the war
in Vietnam spilled across its borders, the
US under Nixon and Kissinger launched
"secret" and murderous air attacks on Cam
bodia's eastern border in its effort to wipe
o u t V i e t n a m e s e c o m m u n i s t s . W h e n r e v e l a

tions of this violation of a neutral country
r e a c h e d t h e a n t i - w a r m o v e m e n t a n d

sparked public protest, the US temporarily
halted the bombings and deployed a covert
anny of ground troops. But as soon as the
political heat died, the bombers flew again
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and rained dowii ihe equivalent of
five Hiroshiraas on a country
which had no quarrel with tire US.

Apart from killing innumer
able Cambodians- and returning
parts of Cambodia to the Stone
Age, Washington's military and
])oliiical inten'omion had other,
long-lasting consequences. In
March l'^70. just after US ground
troops invaded, a CIA-backed
coup deposed King Norodom
Sihanouk- His pro-Washington re
placement, Lon Nol, who ruled
from 1970 to 1975, was a weak,
corrupt despot rejected by much
of the nation. Antagonism to his
regime, outrage over US bombing,
and the starvation and destruction
which flowed from Washington's policies in
S o u t h e a s t A s i a b r e a t h e d n e w l i f e i n t o
Cambodia's Khmer Rouge. From the jungle
where it had been banished by Sihanouk in
the 1960s, the movement rapidly built
popular support.

Out of the inferno of citil war and for
eign invasion, the Khmer Rouge and its
leader, Pol Pol, gained strength and in April
1975 took power. Declaring "Year Zero."

1
I

1 ^ O n « o f t h e s t l f f ^ o e o k e d s l a i n h y h a v i n g
h i s t h r o a t o u t

A femle Tic t lM w i th bsnda tad fMt eb tak l * !
en tb* torture bed* Fol Pot vma pinched her
nlpplee with red pllere tad then aedo ecorpienfl
and Bcolopendrae etln^ her.

ihcy closed down C.ambodia and began
dragging the counii y back to a pre-indus-
tiial era devoid of ilic foreign influence
tlicy blamed for the coumr)''s woes. In the
process. Pol Pol split Cambodian socici)' in
iwi>. His "new" people were those the re
gime distrusted: educated professionals
w)u> had lived cory lives in Plinom Penh
and members ol the former government.

2. In one iiiddeiil in wliii-li nion' tluui lOU dictl when tlie
.small ferrj' town of Neah l/>eunK was liil by tlie full force
ofa 11-52 lK)mber,t'SAii)l>a.s.sa<lurKmui> ̂ n-ank responded
by handiiiB out $ 100 bills lo tin* grieviiiB [aniitie.s. Cited in
Joluil'il};er,/>f:v/<iH/ lM»cis(Loiulon:\"iiil;ige, 1W04), p. 40G.

Corrupt and corrupting, they were ex
ecuted by the thousands. The second
group, the "old," were rural peasants whose
lives were romantically seen as hard but
honest and who were lo be more trusted
because they were uncorrupied by modern
city life and Western influences. To prevent
their contamination, Pol Pot ordered the
abolition of memor>-. Money and medicine
were abol ished. The nat ional bank was

blown up. The library, reposi-
• Lo ry o f much o f Cambod ia ' s

precious histor>', was turned
into a pig-sty The Catholic ca
t h e d r a l w a s r a z e d t o t h e

ground, and Cambodia's an
cient religion of Buddhism
was outlawed.

Then came the genocide.
Under the pretext of US
bombings, the Khmer Rouge
emptied the capital, Phnom
Penh, which was swollen
with refugees. Leaving be
h i n d h o m e s a n d

possessions, up to
1.5 million people
were expelled to a
coumr)'side devas

tated by "secret" bombing, inva
sion, and five years of ci\il war
between the troops of Lon Nol
and Pol Pot. One journalist ai the
time described the evacuation as
"the greatest caravan of human
misery the world has ever seen."^

In the three years and eight
months that followed, Cambodia
entered the darkest period of its
history and experienced a

unique, horrific auto-geno
cide. Looking to explain why
its impractical, flawed, and
intellectually bankrupt revolu
tion had gone asunder, the
Khmer Rouge, like so many
before them, created "enemies
within" and accused its terri
fied victims of being CIA,
K G B , o r s o m e t i m e s b o t h .

People suspected of "crimes"
against the Khmer Rouge or
ganization, who perhaps wore
glasses or spoke foreign lan
guages, were often sent to a
s m a l l c o n v e r t e d s c h o o l i n
Phnom Penh where Pol Pots
henchmen e.xtracted false con
fessions and imposed sen

tences. Of the 20,000 who entered Tuol
SIcng, seven survived. One, an artist, Heng
Naih, whose work appears on this page,
painted recollections of cruelly that beggar
belief. The images haunt the tragic, dilapi
dated school: Scorpions are coaxed from a
box next to a woman as her nipples are
pinched with pliers: a man suspended up
side down in water is electrocuted; prison
ers are forced to eat their own excrement.
The reign of terror, slavery, overwork and
starvation that spread throughout the
country claimed between one and two mil
lion lives."*

Helping Pol Pot
With the regime enjoying tacit economic,
political and miliiar)' support from China,

4. Ben Kieman (ed.), Genocide and Detnocracy in Cam
bodia: The Khmer Rouge, Ihe United NaiioiLi and the In-
lemalional Community (New Haven; Yale University
Southeast Asia Studies, 1993); D.ind P. Chandler, "Tlie
Tragedy of CambCKlian ilistory Revisited," SMS Review,
V. 14. n. 2,1994, pp. 79-90.

3. Jon Swain, "Diary of BveiiLs in Phnom
I'eiili," The Sunday limes (London), May
11,1975.

1 7 * S e v e r a l c h l l d r e u > p u l l e d o u t o f t h e i r T l c t l m
m o t h e r s , v e r e t o b e e x t e i m l j i a t e d *
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it looked as if the horror would end only
when there was no one left alive to blame.

By 1977, even as Cambodia descended into
chaos, some of Pol Pol's troops along the
border with Vietnam had been sporadically
murdering, looting, and raping \^etnamese
villagers. Then, on Christmas Day 1978,
Pol Pol's vast and grisly social experiment
came to an abrupt end. The People's Army
of Vietnam, in response to growing attacks
by Khmer Rouge Eastern Zone cadre, en
tered Cambodia. The Khmer Rouge was by
this stage in such disarray that the People's
Army, despite being unprepared for such
an operation, pushed Pol Pot's "army of
genocide" to Thailand on Cambodia's west-
em border, and deposed the bmtal dictator.

With assistance from Vietnam. Pen
Sovann and Heng Samrin became heads of
Cambodia's de facto government until Hun
Sen took over in 1985. At 35, he was the
youngest prime minister in the world and
was supported politically and economically
by Hanoi. Vietnamese civil administrators
quickly withdrew, but elements of the
army remained to help defend the popula
tion from Pol Pot's forces. The Peopled Revo
lutionary Party of Kampuchea (PRPK —
later the CPP) inherited a country in min;
the nation lacked the most basic infrastruc
ture — money, health care and transpor
tation networks had all but ceased to exist;
most of the country's human resources,
doctors, teachers, engineers had been
slaughtered or died of malnutrition and
overwork in the agrarian "experiment"
gone grotesquely wrong.

But over the next decade, rather than

provide desperately needed aid, the West
and China, led by Washington, withheld
assistance and instead pumped aid. money,
and arms, often through Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (asean) conduits,
to the Khmer Rouge and its newfound "al
lies" in the refugee camps in Thailand. Also
withheld was formal recognition and a UN
seat, without which Cambodia could not
get the development aid so crucial to the
mammoth task of rebuilding from the ru
ins of Year Zero. To this date, it retains the
ignominious distinction of being the only
country in the world to have been denied
development aid by the UN. Instead, the
world body surrendered to superpower
rcaipoUtik while thousands more Cambo
dians died in floods and famine.

Not satisfied with an aid embargo,
Washington continued to demonize and
punish both Cambodia and Vietnam. Hu
miliated by losing to a Third World peas
ant guerrilla army, Washington saw its
chance to extend the war and elicit revenge

1 2

by isolating Vietnam and punishing poor
Cambodia, whose only mistake, as award-
winning British journalist John Pilger once
wrote, was having liberators from the
wrong side of the Cold War.'

U S I n t e r v e n t i o n
For more than a decade, the Khmer Rouge,
protected by Western and Chinese antago
nism to the Hun Sen government, contin
ued to wage guerrilla war from its bases on
the Thai border. Then, with the end of the
Cold War, the Soviet Union and Vietnam
backed away from supporting Hun Sen.
The Khmer Rouge, however, supple
mented continuing international support
from the US, China and Thailand with ex
tensive logging and gem mining from its
resource-rich control zones on its western

The politics of punishment
that characterized US
treatment of Camhodia in
the 1980s a lso marked the
UN peacekeeping operation.

border with Thailand. A tortuous peace
process —originally blocked by secret US
diplomacy because the deal didn't suit
Washington's interests — resulted in the
establishment of the most comprehensive,
intrusive, and expensive UN peacekeeping
operation to dale. From November 1991,
the United Nations Transitional Authority
in Cambodia (untac) employed over
22,000 people including more than 6,000
civilians, and carried out staggeringly suc
cessful elections against enormous odds in
a hostile, complex, and demanding envi
ronment. About a month before the elec
tions, amid claims of UN partisanship, the
Khmer Rouge withdrew its participation in
the elections. Nonetheless, the polling took
place from May 23 to 28, 1993, against a
backdrop of intimidation and threats of
violence by Pol Pot and his guerrillas.

The charge that elements of the UN
were partisan was accurate, but the victim
was not the Khmer Rouge. The October
1991 Paris Peace Accords that paved the
way for the giant peacekeeping force had
been skewed from the beginning. Wash
ington, along with Beijing, had consistently

influenced the Accords to marginalize Mun
Sen's CPP, which (in various guises) iiad
controlled Phnom Penh since 1979. Both
China and the US also insisted on includ
ing the Khmer Rouge in any peace plan
Thus, allegations that the UN and US were
trying to exclude the Khmer Rouge neither
follows precedent, nor explains the covert
political machinations that characterized
aspects of the peacekeeping operation.

US inier\'eniion in the electoral proceis
itself was multifaccied, although not nec
essarily coordinated. It was guided by
Washington's desire to extend the Cold
War demonization of Vietnam and Cambo
dia into the post-Cold War order. Since
Vietnam — after ousting the genocidal Pol
Pot — had helped install the predecessors
of the Cambodian People's Party (CPP),

Washington extended its animus
to Hun Sen. While around the
world, far worse rulers basked in
US waimth, Cambodia became
a special target. Again, its in
volvement was an accident of

geogiuphy, as it had been in the
late 1960s and early 1970s when
US bombers illegally flattened its
eastern border in pursuit of Viet
n a m e s e c o m m u n i s t s .

The politics of punishment
that character ized the 1980s

also marked part of the UN peacekeeping
operation in Cambodia. Unfortunately, the
few official government sources corroborat
ing this agenda do so with tantalizing slips
of intention, rather than direct admissions.
However, information assembled from a
wide variety of non-govemmental sources,
from researchers and aid workers, and from
documents leaked from UNTAC show where,
how, and by whom US influence over the

5. David Munro and Jolin Pilger, Year Zcrv: ne Silent
Death iif Cambodia, ATV-TV (London. 1079).

Cambodian election process was exerted.

T h e U N ' s F i r s t
i n te l l i gence Un i t

Of the seven components of UNTAC tasked
with implementing the Paris Peace Ac
cords' mandate, only one — the Informa
tion and Education Division — enjoyed
unrestricted access to Yasushi Akashi, head
of the UN operation. Info-Ed was unique
in another way. Both of its senior staff were
US citizens, in contrast to the more neutral
multinational leadership of the other com
ponents. This well-connectcd division
soon became "essential to the efforts of
virtually all other offices."" its main power
lay in its ability to control and shape the
6. Janet P. Hcininger, Feacekeeping in lYansition: The
United Nations in Cambodia, Ttventietli Century F\ind
lieport, New York, 1994, p. 41.
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Ev idence ind ica tes tha t the UN, under US sway, undermined Hun Sen.

flow of informanon. .̂ mong iis publicly
suucd objeclives was running Radio
I MAC, through which the UN communi
cated with the Cambodian people. A less
well-known, but nonetheless overt task,
was providing information analysis for
UNTACs internal use. With a stafT of fluent
Khmer speakers who had studied in the
West, Info-Ed became "the UN's first intel
ligence unit."'

Although It cultivated an image of neu
trality, Info-Ed was. according to Professor
Michael Vickcr)', a scholar of Cambodia,
'■Washington's base within UNTAC." Some
of its members had disturbing connections
with the past and the US war in Cambodia
in the 1980s. Its anii-Phnom Penh policy
led to a reinstatement of the Khmer Rouge
to international legitimacy in the early
1980s. It was, said Vickery, "dominated by
ami-Vietnam vendetta types...

Timothy Carney, Info-Eds senior repre
sentative, was a "member of the executive
branch of the US government [andj an
American Cambodia expert who, since
1980 had [been] a professional enemy of
the PRK/soc Inow CPP)."' In the 1970s, as
"a senior US ofTicial based in the US Em

bassy in Phnom Penh, fhe] had supported
the Lon Nol regime and, after 1979, was
engaged to implement ihe US poUc7 at the
Thai-Cambodian border."'" Dr. Craig
Etcheson, of the Cambodia Genocide Cen
ter. questioned Carney's position within
UNTAC: 'il]t does make you wonder exactly
to whom he reports ... .[There is a) widely
rumored assertion that he is actually a CIA
officer... he sure does get around; ...
South Africa during the collapse of Apart
heid, Cambodia dunng the UN interven
tion, Somalia during the US incursions and
now in the Sudan as that place is identified
among US intelligence agencies as one of

7. Michael W. Doyle, UN Peucckeejihig in Cambodia:
UNTACs Civil Mnndak, International Peace Academy
(Uccasionai Paper Series, 1905), p. 55. For biu^rajiiiies of
tluise involved, see Stephen Heder and Judie Ledjienvood
{Kdi.)yl'n>}>aginida, Tulitics, and Molmtcein Cambodia:
DeimrraticTrausUionviiderUuiied Nations I'cacckoep-
ing (New York: ME Sliaqjir, 1990).
8. Michael Vickery, Canilsxlia: A Political b'tinvg, Ktyiuw
Qutngr and Rtsjime Maintenamx in Asia and Itir I'ac^ic,
a 14, (Caniwrra: Australian Naliuiial Univcnilty, 1994),p. 10.
9. liellerfruin Micliael Vickery tiiZMaynsiue, Massaclm-
setts, .May 9,1094. Carney's name was well known In Cam
bodia, especialiy by the older (jeneration of journalists
gatiiere<l in I'hnoiii Penh Just before the campaign period
in April 1993. Several had covered the war in \1etnain and
knew Carney from there. Carney and other representa
tives of the State Department worked closely with the
Kamjiu(!liea Emergency Grouit (KEG) there, wliich par
ticipated in the funneling of international aid originally
de.stincd fur Cambodian refugees langulslilng in liie bor
der (-amps wlicre they liad souglit sanctuary as Pol Pot's
forces lied the incoming Vietnamese army.
10. KaoulJennar,"UNTAC:'InlemationalTriumph'inCambo

dia'riir(inV///A(̂ ue,v,25,n.2,19'J4,p.l.>l.Soeiilso,\ljdiael
\k]uny,CamtMtdia:Af^)litiC(dStirve7/...,uft.nl., p.47.

the worlds main bases for Islamic terrorist

organisations.""
Another key member of Info-Ed was

Stephen Heder, an academic who had
worked on the Thai border in the early
1980s when the CIA was repatriating the
Khmer Rouge in exile. An UNTAC district
eiecioral supervisor described Heder as an
anli-CPP "wild card who wanted to prove
his point,"'- and John Pilgcr called him an
"arch-propagandist commiued to his own
agenda "" By recruiting such people, one
critic charged, "the UN ruined its credibil
ity and neutrality"'"' and undermined the
premise of absolute impartiality on which
peacekeeping is based.

Thai charge has much support. No one
doubled that Info-Ed was '"hardly ill-dis-
11. Personal correspondence with author, May 14,1907.
12. Interview with MarcelJa Gauge, UN Dislrkt Ek-clonit
Supervisor (DES), KompongSpeu I'rovince, Nov, 23,19U5.
13. Private coiumunkatton between the author and John
Pilgcr, June 5,1907.
U. .letmai, UNTAC, 0]>. cil., p, 154.

posed to seeing the CPP defeated."' ' Even
disinterested scholars such as Stephen
Randal l , who contr ibuted lo the d iscus
sion on UNTAC in academic journals,
s lated thai " the Uni ted Slates . . . would
have preferred the total elimination of the
pro-Vietnamese faction [CPP] from the
new government."'" Many senior mem
bers of the Cambodian Assembly, mem
bers of UNTAC, and Western scholars went
further, charging that elements of Info-Ed
aclively tried to undermine the position of
t h e f o r m e r C o m m u n i s t C a m b o d i a n

People's Party (CPP). The division was
"leading a campaign hostile lo the slate of
Cambodia and the CPP," '^ and "was di-

15. InienlewwithMarcellaOangc, Nov. 23,1995.
16. Stephen J. Randall, "Peacekeeping in the Post-Cold
War Era: The UN and the Cambodian Elections of 1993,"
Contemporary Secnritg Potic}i,\. 10, ii. 2,1095, p. 187,
17. RaoulM.Jennar,0:i/«/)OffmKCAro«kk.vl7'i'«<w/(vh
Pmih Upuuuvaraj Norodom Sihanouk, EFKRC [Euro
pean Far Eastern Research Ceiitrcj, Judoigne, Belgium,
June 20, 1993, p. 7.



reeling propaganda lo ihe Cambodian
people 10 malign ilic Said one rec
ognized scholar, 'no more ardeni enemies
jol the CPPj ouiside of ihe Khmer Rouge
leadership could be imagined" than Info-
lid.'" And as a corollary, there were no
more loyal friends of "an aiTangement that
sui ted the US" than Info-Ed,^" That ar

rangement included backing FUNCINPI-C
(the Ro)alisl parly led by Norodom
Ranariddh, son of Norodom Sihanouk) and
Kl'NLF (the Buddhist-linked Khmer People's
National Liberation From), while under
mining and dividing the CPP

Nor was Info-Ed's bias a secret from the
CPP. Hun Sen referred to Carney and
Heder as "people who fought against
us ... people who helped the Khmers
Rouges ... people who don't want us to
win."-' Referring to Info-Ed, CPP Minister
of Information Khieu Kanhari th said: "1
don't want to accuse the United Nations as
a whole, but I think that in this operation
a lot of action was dictated by some influ
ential group or influential people within
LiN'TAC itself."" He was referring directly to
Info-Ed, With the UN's cover of neutral

peacekeeping blown, Khieu Kanharith
warned that "in any future UN elections,
they |the UN] must be more careful about
the personnel of this component.""

Discrediting the GPP
The deck had been stacked against the CPP
from the beginning. As the Cold War drew

18. Inleniew with Ramon Minuida-K îmas, L7< Human
RiKhl-s onicer and International Polling Station OQIcer,
TaJico Province, April 20,199:1.
19. .Michael Mckeij; talk at the Cambodia Coonlinating
Centre, St. :tCO, Phnom Penh, June J, 1993, p. 7,
20. MGORestmm-l'mjvcl — Dailv Report, Phnoin Penh,
June 9, III93.
21. lnteniewwilhllunSen,PhnomPeiili,Januar> l,1994.
He wiLs referring to their jiast role along the Thai bonier
working with or alongside the Slate Departmenl-uflliiated
K;tnii)uchea Emergency Group and the Kampuchea Work
ing Group.
22. Interview with Khieu KanliaritJi, liuiom Penh, April 1996.
23. \'ickei>', Cambodia: A PulUical Snrven op. cil, p. 19.
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With so many men killed
by war and genocide,
women are in the major
i t y a t UN d isp laced per
son camps l i ke th i s one
c o n t r o l l e d b y S i h a
n o u k ' s f a c t i o n .

to a close, the key sponsors of the "peace
process," China and the US, set about en
suring that the outcome would not legiti
mize their enemies. Accordingly, Washing
ton selected an electoral system for Cam
bodia that would generate a fragmented
government and hurt the CPP's electoral
prospects.-' By encouraging the entry of
many parties, the CPP vote would be di
luted; by choosing a "slate" system that
used party rather than candidate name, the
more well-known CPP candidates would
be further disadvantaged. After Washing
ton had earlier added strong doses of po
litical bullying and economic blackmail" to
undercut any workable alternatives, the
niarginalization of the CPP was inevitable.

As the May elections neared, Info-Ed
continued pushing the US agenda with a
multi-pronged campaign against the CPP
designed to erode political support for the
party's base. Despite its mandate to facili
tate peacekeeping and promote democra
tization, Radio UNTAC disseminated infor
mation that was used to compromise the
CPP in general and Flun Sen in particular."
Starling on the first day of the six-day elec
tions, f̂ or example, the station selectively
reported violations of the UN Electoral
Law," The CPP rightly complained that
only its transgressions were cited "while
countless flagrant violations committed by
the FUNCINPEC Party [were] ignored ...
No opportunity to discredit the CPP was
too petty. At a press briefing at UNTAC
headciuarters in Wat Phnom, UN Press Of
ficer Eric Fait publicly ridiculed the CPP
governor of Kompong Som for paying his
fine for election violations in small bills.
Not long after, when Hun Sen met with
UNTAC head, Yasushi Akashi, in the same
building. Radio UNTAC reported that the
CPP leader had tried to slip out a back

24. Raoul Jciuiar, Cambodian Chronicles V. The Lad Gamble,
November 15,1992, EFERC, Jotloigiie, Helgiuin, p. 18.
25. The US has little time for regionjilly brokered solu
tions, In 1983, Geopie Shullz threatened Bill Hayden with
political repercussions if the latter proceeded with a local
initiative. Later, as Thailand attempted to broker a deal
which would have excluded the Khmer Rouge, Washing
ton warned the Thai government tliat any tieneJlt that
might accrue to Bangkok in terms of new economic rela
tions with Cambodia would be far outstripped by US pun-
Lshment of trade ties bcteen Thailand and the US.
26. As the station broadcast mainly in the Khmer language,
and Info-Ed had a virtual monopoly on bilingual Khiiier-
Wosteni language speakers in C:inibudia, few people could
monitor the broadcasts. Nor, a|)parcntly, are transcrijits
available. Asked about the tapes and where they were
stored, Pierre Lizee, a scholar researching at York Univer
sity, Toronto, warned me 1 wjis "playing with dynamite."
Fax, June 24,1995.
27. CamtsMlia Times (Pluioni PcnJi). !L9,1993, p. 24.
28. Letler from CPP spoke.sniun and CPP Chief of Cabi
net Sok An, to Reginald Austin, Chief Elecrtoral Officer,
May 2(i, 1993.
29. Fiidd notes from UNTAC Press Conference, Phnom
Penh, May 1993,
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door.'° The implication was thai Hun Sen,
who has never been media-shy, had some
thing to hide and was trying to escape
press scrutiny.

CPP Minister of Information Kanhari ih
and others charged that UNTAC was "con
ducting psychological warfare through its
control of media." And it was ignoring its
own regulations to do so. During the cam
paign, UNTAC required airtime for all par
ties in order to keep CPP from taking ad
vantage of its incumbency and control of
official media. But in the key period right
before the election, when all broadcast
campaigning was banned. CPP was kept
off the air while opposition TV was al
lowed to show Ranariddh and the Voice of
America broadcast political programs pro
duced by Radio UNTAC.^' The UN author
ity also abused electoral law when it failed
to prosecute Ranariddh's party for illegally
distributing and displaying posters and T-
shirts bearing images of Cambodia's re
vered god-king, Norodom Sihanouk. No
party was supposed to claim this icon.
Sihanouk is Wewed as an earthly descen
dant of Cambodia's Angkorean god-kings.
His rule in the 1950s and 1960s is held in
romantic memor>' as the halcyonic days of
p e a c e .

As the election approached, untac'S
propaganda machine swung into high gear.
Info-Ed head Carney had noted in an ar
t ic le he co-wrote that Cambodians "can
think one thing one day. then change their
view or belief the next day or even that
same night, depending on what they hear
has happened in between."" Info-Ed vig
orously used Radio untac to make sure
that any change disadvantaged CPP; it also
attempted to reinforce expectations of de
feat by manipulating how electoral results
were released. According to UNTAC elec
toral law, results for each province would
not be announced until the counting there
was completed. Despite this injunction, the
day alter the election, when 20 percent of
the electorate had not yet cast ballots. Ra
dio UNTAC "made a point of influencing this
number... to vote against the CPP," said
Kanhar i t h . The s ta t i on announced tha t
FUNCiNi'EC was ahead in the four pariially
counted provinces." At the same lime,

8tl. Inturview mth Kliku Kaiiluuitli.
31. Kliieu Kiuiiuuitli inA'6'0 Rejioum Pwject — Cam-
Iwdia; Daily Ktyntrt, June 1,1993, Fluioni Penh. GPP also
broke the rules, shuwuig "The Killing Fields" on State TV
aner the eanijiuigii jieriod.
32. Hiuotliy Carney and Th Choc, Whitiwr CandHxiia?
Heyond theRlcctiun, tSiiigapore: ISKAS, 1993), p. 19.
33. In Pursal, t he CPPliad 1,054 votes; FUNCINPEC 1,340.
In Siliajioukville, the CPP luul 6,27C; hllNUINPEC 7,473.
In Kralie, the t:PP luul 3,291 votes; FIiThCINPEC 9,314. In
Plinom I'eidi, CPP luid 4,:J46 voua; FUNCINPEC 7,518. See
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there were no reports on provinces where
CPP led. Smellinga rat, the CPP demanded
that UNTAC stop releasing partial results
that could create "the impression that the
CPP had suffered a heavy defeat." Info-Ed's
"lack of neutrality," independent analyst
Raoul Jennar charged, "was designed to
create and make a CPP victory all the more
unbelievable."̂ * It was not until days later
that the complete tally was compiled.

With the benefit of three years hindsight,
CPP Minister of Information Kanharith re
alized the extent of that manipulation.

|We] didn't pay enough attention to the
Info-Ed component, because we
thought that the UN must be neutral,
not [with] any political bias. But you
look at ... every [other] component of

UNTAC, the director and the vice-direc
tor never have the same nationality. But
at the Info-Ed component, you had the
d i r e c t o r a n d t h e v i c e - d i r e c t o r b o t h
American. I used to have to work with
Radio UNTAC; I followed very closely
what it had done. Radio UNTAC was very
anti-[CPP] ... .We were deliberately de
ceived by Radio untac.'®

Se l f -Fu lfi l l i ng Prophec ies
The demonization of the Cambodian gov
ernment and its Vietnamese allies was a

key element in Info-Ed strategy and was
consistent with CIA-led strategies that
marked the 1980s. The "communis ts ' "

shortcqmings were regularly "proven" by
the Western media and by innumerable
reports — mainly untrue — of miscon-
NGO Resoune Project — Cambodia: Daily Report,
20-30, 1993, Phnom Penh, p. 7. The details of numbers
were not announced; but the par^ name was; See also
NGO Resource Project — Cambodia: Daily Report, June
1,1993, Phnom Penh, p. 1.
34. Jennar, Cambodian Otronicles 17, pp. ciL,[t. 7. See
also David Roberts, "Democratic Kampuchea?,"
vieu', V. 7, n. 1,1004; and John Pilger and David Munro,
Return 7b "Kvir^CTV," Carlton TV (London), May 1093.
35. Interview with Khieu Kanhariih.

duct by both Hun Sen's government and
the Vietnamese "occupation.As the
election approached, Info-Ed propa
ganda focused on making the CPP look
untrustworthy and implying that the
party would fare badly at the polls and
then be bad losers.

While independent polls, experts, and
journalists all anticipated a close race and
even Prince Sihanouk was "convinced the
CPP would win,"^^ Info-Ed alone resolutely
predicted that the ruling party had "no
chance against the FUNCINPEC."̂  One clas
sified Info-Ed document seemed aimed at

convincing the head of the UN operation
that — because of "well-known shortcom

ings of this party during its many years in
power"^® — CPP would poll "a maximum of

9 percent of the total
support base.""" Raoul
Jennar described the re-
pon as little more than
"h>pothetical scenarios
about the possibility of
excluding the CPP from
a future government
coa l i t ion . " * ' I f In fo-Ed
c o u l d e s t a b l i s h t h a t
CPP — despite the
advantages of incum
bency and control over
state apparatus — had
no chance of winning
fairly, it would be a
w i n - w i n s i t u a t i o n . I f

the royalists won, well and good. If, how
ever CPP won or made a strong showing,
"They can say [ill cheated,... (andjcreate
the basis for a policy of non-coopera
tion."*^ "This was deliberate policy."
charged Kanharith, who as a CPP minis
ter was familiar with the members of Info-
Ed and their possible agendas, "to make
sure CPP loses" — one way or another.*^
In any case, applying Info-Ed's internal
logic, it would be Impossible for CPP to
win truly democratic elections. Kanl^rith
36. The range of propaganda was broad, but focused on
ttie same goal: prolongation of the Cambodian conflict to
the cost of Hun Sen and the Vietnamese. See Haas (1989),
part 2; John FLiger, Heroes (London: Pan, 1989), pp. 31-
32; and William S. Tiirlcy, "The Khmer Whr Cambodia af
ter Paris," Survival, v. n. 5, 1090. See also Michael
Vickery, Kampuchea: Politics, Economics and Society
(London: PuUer, 1986), chap. 4.
87. Hcder (1096). p. 427. A Feb. 17. 1993 Vomiuri
Shimbun (Japanese daily) poll gaw CPP 35X (Jennar,
Cambodian Chronicles VI, op. ctL, p. 6), with other polls
estimating a minimum of 25%; alM see Vickery, Cambo
dia: A Political Stirvey, op. ciL, p. 15.
38. UNTAC Anaij'sls of Parties and their Prospects, Jan.
1993.
3 9 . / b i d .
40. Ibid.
41. Jennar, Cambodian Chronicles 17, op. ciL, p.l.
42./bid., p. 2.
43. Interview with Khieu Kanharith.
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"[We] didn't pay enough
attention to the Info-Ed
component, because we thought
that the UN must he neutral.
...We were deliherately
deceived hy Radio UNTAC."



explained; "For ihe Wesiemer, a Commu
nist Party cannot enjoy popularity, cannot
get the support of the people." So if Cam
bodia is a "democratic country, CPP must
lose.""*'' It follows then, that if the inherently
unpopular communist CPP did win, the
election could not have been free and fair.
And, given the "predictions," the reasons
must be CPP fraud, intimidation, and ha
r a s s m e n t .

It was a pretty neat scenario, but in the
end, the extent of the report's inaccuracies
and Info-Ed's biases became, in them
selves, strong evidence of a disinforma
tion campaign. Info-Ed had tried to gain
"credibility" and "avoid public exposure of
the degree of US influence in UNTAC ..." by
using a "well-known ... politically neutral"
Cambodian as the source for its assess
ment of CPP chances. In fact, it quickly
emerged that the analysis had been "pre
pared by people who were extremely par
tisan"*" and that "the source" had served

alongside the Thais and the US on the
Cambodian border during the 1980s. Nor
did US machinations escape those on the
ground. An UNTAC district electoral super
visor commented that US operations "be
came a case of 'spot the CIA agent' in the
prov inces .

P o w e r P o l i t i c s
The US was clearly satisfied with the elec
tion results; a four-party coalition with only
t w o e f f e c t i v e c o n t e n d e r s . R a n a r i d d h ' s
FUNCINPEC got more votes than the second
place CPP, but not enough for a majority.
Had this result stood, CPP influence would
have been undercut in the assembly, and an
alignment of funcinfec with the other par
ties would probably have made it impos
sible for Hun Sen to muster the 66 percent
majority needed to pass resolutions. Thus,
CPP would be cut out of the elite decision

making loop. Instead, CPP cried foul and
balked, blaming electoral irregularities and
demanding a recount in some provinces.
Its threat was clear; Cede more power to
Hun Sen or the CPP would use its control
of most of the police and miliiar)' to launch
a civil war. Recognizing the danger and
drawing on his prestige as impartial elder
statesman, Prince Sihanouk intervened and
declared a 50-50 settlement, where both
R a n a r i d d l i a n d H u n S e n w o u l d s h a r e

power equally and where all the ministries
would also have two heads of department.
4 4 . I h i d
4C. .Mii'liai'l \'i('kc'i>', "A Itackgrouiid and AnaJiTsis of Itie
PiirLs Awt'i'iiu'iit," i'n'.s(.*ntalioii at the CaiiilMKlia Coordi-
luliiisOnln', i'iiiuini IVuli, June U, p. II,
4(i. Iiilmit'H Willi H I'N' (listrk l i-lwlond supiTviiori N'ov.
1UII[>, Kii^iuul.

Unwieldy as it sounds, it was still appropri
ate, because the alternative was the undo
ing of the peace operation and a possible
return to civil war."'' One US representa
tive, echoing Washington's feelings more
broadly, dismally complained that the pro
posal was "not quite what we had in mind
... it doesn't work for us."''®

To prevent such an arrangement —
which would have legitimized Washing
ton's arch enemy in Cambodia —the US
mission quickly circulated an unofficial
"non-paper" condemning Prince Sihanouk's

"constitutional coup."'*'* Sihanouk's interim
government of reconciliation lasted only
hours. The following day the Bangkok Post
and the Cambodia Times claimed that the

non-paper had been a major cause of the
collapse of the 50-50 deal. US interven
tion. however, had an unexpected conse
quence, rich in irony. The loss of the po
sition the CPP had negotiated with
Sihanouk backed the party against the

47. ScePAwcw Penh Post, 2, n. 12, June 6-12,1983, p. I.
Fur adiscussion of Uie ad\ancag€s of Uiis, see Raoul M. Jennar,
OjK'n Letter (emulated), Phnom Penh, May 27,1993.
48. Interview between Helen Long, a researcher working
fur tlie Indochina Project, and Minister of Information Khieu
Kanliarith, Provisional National Govt, of Cambodia, Phnom
Penii, Sept. 3,199:1.
49. .Michael Vickery.'Resignation ofCPP Candidates and
Their Replacements: A Counter .AnaJj'sLs to 'CPP Seces-
sioiiism, Resitjnationsfrvm ttw Assembly and Intim iiia-
lion qf L'.VrAC: Oackgwund and Theories,' by Stephen
Heder," Phnom Penh, June 24,1993.

wall. The only solution for it was escala
tion; An armed secession began in several
provinces east of the Mekong River along
the Vietnamese border. At this point, Heder
again joined the fray declaring in an inier-
nal document that the secessionists and
some who resigned in protest at the elec
tions were plotting to work outside the Na
tional Assembly on a clandestine "illegal"
destabilization of the political environment
and the CPP's opposition.'"'

Although Heder's analysis was meticu
lously detailed and apparently well-in-

formed, it was easily de
bunked as "partisan pro
paganda designed to mis
lead UNTAC about the in
tentions of the CPR"^' The
US charge that the CPP
had used intimidation and
made an unscrupulous
power grab was far closer
to the truth. But accurate

though that assessment
was, the CPP's heavy-
handed tact ics threaten

ing violence were not the
real reason why the US
M i s s i o n i n t e r v e n e d . I t s

prime argument was that
the CPP were "puppets" of
Washington's principal
enemy, Vietnam, and
w o u l d b e h o s t i l e t o U S i n

terests in Cambodia. Hun
Sen's v iew was that the US

"consider us pro-Vietnam
ese and they don't like
Vietnam," said Hun Sen.
"They hate that we are
Communist and so found
every way so jCPPj would

not win the elect ions.""
Kanharith agreed: "If Sihanouk did

take control, the US government. US in
te res ts , wou ld no t be ab le to influence
the National Assembly because they can
n o t c o n t r o l S i h a n o u k a f t e r t h e i n t e r i m

government. The non-paper was to pre
vent this situation, so the US would have
control."" Some critics of US intervention
went further. They saw the "non-paper" as
an attempt not only to set up a "friendly
government," but also to take "revenge on

50. Stephen Heifer, CPPSecessionism, Resiynationsjmm
Ihe Assembly iiml Intimidalion o/i'MAC: Backyrvuud
and Theories, Plmoni Penh, June 1993,
51. Michael Vickery, "Resignation ofOPPCandiiiatei.-
op. cil.
52. Phiium Penh PusI, v. 4, n. 24. December 1-14,1995, ji,
7. Hun Sen echoed Ihe-se seniinienl.s during tlie Jiumaiv
1,1994 imen'iew,
53. In le rv levv w i th Kh io i i Kanhar i th ,

All for One and UNO for All

The US strategy in Cambodia of Influencing
elections through aid, propaganda, dirty tricks,
and worse was used more successfully In sev
eral other elections In the developing world. The
most blatant and well-documented example Is
In Nicaragua, where the US, falling to defeat the
Sandinistas with a surrogate army of Contras on
the batt lefield, at tacked the elected lef t ist
government with dollars and propaganda. Even
tually the US-backed UNO party beat the
Sandinistas at the polls. Vickery points out the
parallel In Cambodia where the UN elections
were "an element of the Nicaragua Strategy
which the US had worked on that country — po
litical Isolation, economic blockade, support for
contras just across the border, resulting in eco
nomic disintegration, declining standards of
human rights, and political disaffection within
the target country, until, in an election, the tar
geted party loses." *
* \lckeiy, Cambodia _, op. at, p. 6; see Noam Chomsly, Necessary

lUusions:71iouglUConln>l«iDa»ocraticSoeieties(^niioi]: Huto, 1989).
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P r i n z e S i h a n o u k a n d o n
ihose put in power by ihe
Vietnamese [in 1979j,'""'Af
ter u was apparent that the
scheme lo define an emerg
ing coalition had failed, a
senior US represeniativc
warned that Washington
was not about to roll over;

I n o r d e r t o d o w h a t w e
want to do in Cambodia,
we can do w i t hou t P r i nce
Sihanouk. We can do with
out the GPP. We have S90
million to keep the officials
and soldiers of [Cambodial
and to buy the GPP deputies
necessary to get the two-
thirds [majority] and then
put m place the coalition of
our choice." ' '

A i d a s a
Pol i t ica l Weapon
Info-Ed was not the only ac
tor ir)-ing to marginalize the
GPP The US Agency for International De
velopment (AID), well-documented as a
tool of US foreign policy, was also active
in Cambodia.'" At the inception of the
peacekeeping operation in 1991, it had
been enlisted to target development assis
tance to those non-governmental organi
zations (NGOs) and projects likely to
strengthen opposition to the GPP By sum
mer 1992, with the horror of the Khmer

Rouge reign undeniable. Congress de
clared that a id to Cambodia shou ld be

broad-based, nation-wide, and should not
benefit Pol Pots minions.

But a careful reading of "Invitation for
Applications," distributed to aid agencies in
Cambodia in early 1993 reveals a telling
distinction Each program area "must in
clude" the KPNI.iVkunciN'PEC zones, "but

[must] not nt'cessuri/v be limited to [those
zones]-"'' (Emphasis added.) Thus, while
AID was required to fund regions orga
nized or managed by the Buddhist KPNLF
and the royalist i-UNCiNii:C (Khmer Rouge
allies in the 1980s), assistance to the 80

tii. Jemuir, VawlHidiiiii ClnvnicUv 17, ciL, p. 18.
155. Ibid., p. 17.Swalsi)Ilobrrt.s (19t)4),op. a/.,and.V6'0
titaoiirci' I'rvjvcl — Cambodits Daily Rrporl. Juiii' 9,
Iim3, PJinuin Penh.
5B. Cfniyrt'ssionalQuarterlyAliiianac,S7l\\Con^Tti>!i,
1st Si'ssioii, 1901, V. XVII; Slcveii B. Tisch & Micliael B.
Wallace, DHemma.s yf Dei elapmenI Assistance: The
Whal. U'hy, and \Miii of Foreiyn Aid (Boulder, CO:
WcMview, 199-1); .S'liam Cluiiiisky, Necessary Illu
sions ..., op cil., William Biuiii, The CIA: A Forgotten
History (London;,?{•£/, 1980); John Pilger|//mn',v (Lon
don; Pun, 1989), pp. 420-27.
57. "Invitation for A|)pllcatioas," UnitedSlaKts.lgency for
Intcriuitioiuil iJevdopincnt, Plinoni Penh, Jan. 27,1993.

Chinese advisers with the Khmer Rouge at Angkor Wat, undated.

percent of the country controlled by the
CPP was cpiional. The distinction appears
subtle, but the aid community is well
schooled in licking the hand that feeds it.
Project designers understood that propos
als for KPNLF and FUNClNPEC zones would

likely be approved, while projects for CP?
zones would, as one aid worker explained,
"obviously jeopardize their chances of get
ting funding ... .[Fjew agencies would dare
outline projects which would benefit CPP
areas for fear of outright rejection ... .There
was no doubt that AID was not being neu
tral, despite offering that appearance. The
policy [was) probably a continuity of pre
vious practices on the Thai border"
throughout the 1980s when usaid funded
CPP opposition. One NGO delegate called
this policy "a crude form of vote buying
and control... obviously intended to
strengthen the hand of the opposition to
the CPP; ... [the US] Embassy and AID are
tight."'"

Another researcher believed that during
the electoral period, the US wanted to es
tablish "a sphere of influence for the
F U N C l N P E C a n d K P N L F. " ' ' ^ W i t h N G O s u n

likely to apply for — or get — grants in
areas conirolied by the CPP, the opposition
could easily win or buy hearts, minds, and
votes by distributing largesse and position
ing projects.

68, Inlerview with David Appleton, lltad of Delegation,
Cambodia Ihist (NGO), Phnom Penh, April 25,1903.
59. For a further discussion, see Roberta (1994).

An internal report by the General Ac
counting Office inadvertently acknowl
edged Washington's partisan interest and
intent. The $3 million aid program, it de
clared, had "achieved its goal... [to] sup
port the non-Communists in their effort to
reunify and lead Cambodia after the peace
settlements, as evidenced by the results of
the May 1993 election.

To this end, AID backed a variety of
projects in Cambodia, some ostensibly
designed to "promote democracy." During
the electoral period, it worked to influence
the outcome through its funding of the
National Endowment for Democracy
(NED). Since its founding during the
Reagan years, NED has been a tool of US
anticommunist foreign policy. With the
end of the Cold War, it has served as a
policy wedge for inserting free market "re
forms" under the guise of democratization.
It is used when the "US ha[sl in mind the
usual form of democracy committed to the
preferential option for the rich, particularly
US investors";"' it is "financed by Congress
lo support foreign organizations sympa
thetic to US foreign policy objectives."
NED's modus operandi is "to do somewhat
overtly what the CIA has been doing co-

60. RevieivqfUSAssislance to Cambodia, imy 1993; Job
Code 7I10I2, US General Accounting URlcc. Tlib was the
draft version, criticized for being "too harsh" in its as.sess-
nient, and of being insuSidently subtle. In other words, it
explained US foreign policy intentions clearly.
61. Noam Chomsky, Year 501: The Conquest Continues
(New York; Verso, 1093), p. 210. See also The NED
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verily for decades — manipulate the po
litical process in a target country by fi
nancing political parties, labor unions,
book publishers, newspapers, etc.""

One of NED'S components, the Interna
tional Republican Institute (IRl) played a
key role in Cambodia. (IRI is sponsored by
the Republican Party, while the Democratic
Party administers its counterpart, the Na
t i o n a l D e m o c r a t i c I n s t i t u t e f o r I n t e r n a
tional Affairs). IRI's official mission there
was "to develop and foster the notion of
democracy and peace in the Cambodian
electorate." Its representatives proclaimed
that "IRl is an entirely neutral organization
with ... no agenda and ... no ideolog)'." The
statement is pure fantasy. In November
1992, for example, when IRI organized a
human rights conference, "all the represen
tatives of the Western (CPPl-bashing orga
nizations — Lawyers Committee, Am
nesty, AsiaWatch — I were invitedl ... while
specialist students of Cambodia ... with
sympathy for Phnom Penh were not only
not invited, but two of them ... were de
nied permission [evenl to sit in as observ
ers." '̂ That two of the world's leading ex
perts on Cambodia, Michael Vickery and
Ben Kieman, were excluded, was clear evi
dence of NED'S partisan agenda. In Cam
bodia, as elsewhere, NED did what it was
created to do: serve Washington's inter
e s t s — i n t h i s c a s e " t o u n d e r m i n e t h e
... object of US hatred, the Phnom Penh
side,"^ and to weaken CPP prospects at the
polls. NED's 1997 programs in Cambodia
come to $1.24 million, channeled through
IRI, NDI, and six other organizations.

T h e W a r O n
Vie tnam Pro ionge i i

That miss ion was an extens ion o f more
than two decades of US foreign policy in
the region using both covert operations
and overt pressure. In the 1980s when all
foreign aid to Cambodia was embargoed,
the US tr ied to isolate Phnom Penh and
Hanoi, to eliminate the CPP and its politi
cal predecessors, and to continue punish
ing Hanoi." The goal, noted journalist

Backgrounder, Intcr-Hcnilsphcric Education Resource
Center (Albuquerque), April 1992.
02. Williiun B[\m,KiUi»gH(g)e: USMUildrgandCIA Inler-
ventions since librid fUtr // (London: Zed, 1995), pp. 280
and 303. See also National Etidowment Jfor D îocrucg
Annual Report 1996, Ukihington, DC, Dec. 1996, pp. 16-17.
63. Letter from Michael VickeiytoirA%ttnw, M 9̂,1994.
64. Ib id .
65. lloMi>ver absurd this notion appears, there is a weaith
of evidence to support the argument tltat this was a pri
mary tenet of US foa>ign policy until very recently. See,
amongst many otliers, George C. Herring, "America and
Vict Nam: The Unending War," Foreign Affairs, Winter
1901/1992; TVicia Thomas, "Into tlie Unknown: Can the
United Nations Bring Peace to Cambodia?" Journal qf

John Pilger, was to sweep "away the last
vestiges of Vietnam's humiliation of the US,
with the aim of overseeing a pro-American
anti-Vietnamese, IMF-indebted regime in
Phnom Penh . " "

But even more destructive than under

mining reconstruction efforts in this war-
ravaged country were efforts by Washing
ton — with Western complicity and exten
sive Chinese military and diplomatic aid —
to restore the Khmer Rouge to diplomatic

credibility and military prowess. US and

Death Squaid Amigos
One o f IR I ' s consor ts In Cambod ia was Rau l
Garcia Prieto, former vice president of El Salva
dor's ARENA Party and proteĝ  of death squad
leader Roberto D'Aubuisson. Given Its account
ability regulatlbhs, AID must have been aware
of his background when it funded recruiting
this International thug to worliclor IRI to pver-
see the democratic transition In Cambodia.
While David Miller, of the US Embassy In
Phnom Penh, charged that IRI acted indepen
dently of Al D, the head Of the "democracy"
section of AID In Phnom Penh declined to be
Interviewed when Informed of the subject Ac
cording to Michael Vickery, the issue provoked
"not the slightest peep of objection from any
UN agency, let alone the Hurrian Rights Com
ponent"; nor was it reported by any of the hun
dreds of joumaiists In Cambodia.

Chinese vetoes in the UN Security Coun
cil ensured that the Khmer Rouge, and not
the de facto regime in Phnom Penh, held
Cambodia's UN seat. Washington also es
tablished the Kampuchea Emergency
Group and its successor the Kampuchea
Working Group which established links
with the Khmer Rouge and other groups,
and helped funnel information, aid, cash,
and weapons."' Facilitated by representa

tives who would later join the Info-Ed di
vision in the UN peacekeeping operation,
this clandestine operation worked to shore
up Pol Pot's forces.

By consistently supporting Pol Pot and
torpedoing regional deals that might have
ended the conflict and condemned the
Khmer Rouge to isolation and ineffective
ness, the US guaranteed continuing conflict
and instability.^" Meanwhile, CIA-led
disinformation campaigns ensured that
Phnom Penh would remain in near virtual

diplomatic, political, and
economic isolation for over
a decade. And when the end
of the Cold War appeared
inevitable and the tepid

as Raul support for the US and
i l S a l v a - C h i n a ' s o n e r o u s i n t e r v e n -
1 squad don in Cambodia began to
CCOUnt- wane, Washington, along
vaWare more power fu l a l l i es
:ruitlng Beijing, sought to control
o Over- peace deal. "The reason
ibodia inventing of the"Peace Process,'" Vickery re-
i s s v i n . 1 „' m i n d s u s , w a s n o t t o
oepen- marginalize the Khmer
)cracy Rouge, nor to end a war, but
d to be (Q forestall the danger of a
jct Ac- (CPPj victory, or its recogni-
>Voked lion ... The peace deal
3 t m a n y r e m o v e d t h e l a s t o f
} Com- Vietnam's troops — which
le hun- had been defending Cam

bodians f rom the maraud

ing Khmer Rouge — and
ensured that the CPP lost
more weapons than the

guerrillas. While a 70 percent cut across
all parties seemed fair in principle, in
practice, the Khmer Rouge could conceal
its weapons in remote mountain and
jungle hideaways while the government
had to surrender its arms stored in garri
sons. Even Sihanouk took umbrage, ad
vising Hun Sen to "surrender your worst
weapons and give your ill-trained, poorly-
motivated troops to UNTAC for demobili-

Ittlernalional Affairs, v. 44, n. 2, Mar. 1991, p. 497; Time,
April 30,1990, p. \T, Far Eastern EconomicRevieui, Oc
tober 11, 1990; New Statesman and Society, March 22,
\99l,New Statesman and Society JulyO, 1993; and Chan
dler (1993), p. 231. For an early article identilyiiig the
pimislunent of Melnani by the US as a key foreign policy
initiative, see John Pilger and Anthony Bamett, "Revenge
on \'ietnaxn," Acw Statesman, July 20,1979, p. 81.
66. John Pilger, "The VNfest's Lethal Illusion in Cambodia,"
New Statesman and Society, July 9,1893, p. 15.
67. Stephen Heder, "Kampuchea 1980: Anatomy of a Cri-
sis," Southeast Asia Oironicle, n. 77, Feb. 1981, p. 3; John
Pilger, "An Organized Forgetting," New Statesman and
Society Nov. 1,1991, p. 10. This view is shared by authors
such as Roger Brown and Linda Mason, Rice, Rivalry and
Politics: Managing Cambodian Reliff (South Bend, IN:
Notre Uaiiie Univcisity Press, 1983); Eva Myslivviec, A<n-

ishing the Poor: The International Isolation qf
Kampuchea (London: Oxfani, 1988); and Micliael Haas,
Cambodia, Pol Pot and the United States: IheFaustian
Pact (New York: Praeger, 1989).
68. The complexities of the diplomacy of this period are
weL reviewed in Achapra, Liẑ e and Peou (eiLs.): Cambo
dia — The 1989 Paris Peace Conference: Background
Analysis and Documents, Center for International and
Strategic Studies, York University, Ibrontu, 1991; Michael
Haas, "The Paris Conference on Cambodia, ldS9," Bulle
tin cf Concerned Asian Scholars, v. 23, n. 2, Aprii-June
1991; and Georges Hervouet, "Tire Camboidian Conflict: the
DifUculties of Intervention and Compromise," Interna
tional Journal, v. XLV, Spring 1990.
69. Vtckery.CamlHMlia: A Political Survey..., op. cit., p.
C. Sec also Chomsky (1989).
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Display at a Cambodian museum memorializes some of the Khmer Rouge's mlllion'plus victims.

zaiiL'n bucausL- cnhciwisc ihcrc will be no
balance between you and the Khmer
Rouge .. landl there has to be balance
before there can be peace."''-'

Ultimately the plan to destroy the CIT
failed, but not foi want of trying. The 19d3
Cambodian elections suggested strongly
that Washington, in puisuit of its foreign
[jolicy goals, sabotaged free and lair elec
tions, even when run by the United Na
tions. Having weakened Phnom Fenhs
position, and coni])roniised \'ieinani's sup
port for its former allies with promises of
"nortnalizaiion" in return for cooperation,
the final stages of the operation to punish
both N'teinam and Cambodia were little
nunc than war by other means.

II the hypocris)' was not so appalling,
Ciambodians mtghi be checied to hear the
halls ol the I.IS Congress nng with condem
nation ol loreign interference in an elec
toral process. I3ut while the scandal in the
US surrounding campaign coninhutions is
mainly a melodiama ol political posturing,

70. FiirtiLiUrii KiimnmicUtrii-w, Fcl». J, 1IW:|, p. 22.
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in Gtmbodia ihe result ol interference in the
electoral priKcss is ;i tragedy of horrific pio-
portion. The unstable coalition the US and

consequences of three decades of devastat
ing interference. In the 1970s, the US anti
war movement helped stop the bombing

that was surely taoi a sc-

While the US scandal around

campaign contributions is
mainly a melodrama of political
posturing, in Cambodia the
result of interference in the
electoral process is a tragedy
of horrific proportion.

others forced on Cambodia has promoted
infighting and crushed development.

Again, the Cambodian people are the
losers, victims ol policies created thou
sands of miles away by coinloriable bu
reaucrats wiio have turned a blind eve to

c r c t f r o m t h o s e o n
whom desiRieiion rained,
in mid-1990, Americans
who penetrated the mist
of media propaganda de-
m a i t d e c l c h a t P r e s i d e n t
Bush stop aid to the
monsters of Pol Pots cre

ation. But while many
Americans joined cause
w i t h t h e C a m b o d i a n

people. Washington em
braced the demon of re

venge. US cynicism to-
w a r d C a m b o d i a a n d i t s

own people ironically
parallels that of the Khmer Rouge during
the Pol Pot regime to the Khmer inno
cents; "Preserve them, no profit. Kill
litem, no loss." ' ■

71. Jolm l'i]i;i'r,//cn'('.e oi». ciL p. ITS.
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"operation ghetto storm"
The Rise in Paramilitaiy Policing

by Peter Cassidy

A I 4:30 a.m., ihe first wave of SWATt e a m s — c l o t h e d i n b a t t l e d r e s s
uniforms (BDUs) with black hoods

and wielding submachine guns ~ swarmed
into nine homes in a rural community in
Washington state. Some 150 officers ex
ecuted search warrants in 1994, alleging
that the residents were running a massive
international drug cooperative and har
vesting marijuana in underground farms,

liitta- CuHil4y, directuruf nstiarth at Ittauaivh GnNJ|>,
is HI) titdu:>triul aiuil>'s( aiiij wrilor un iLitiuii;U iiSain, wliitu
colliir crime, and lifciuiology. He has wTilten for Tliet'coiio-
misl, fhrti'sASAP, andifvvd. <|)ca5.si(lj'fe'deIphi.coni> Re-

as-sistanrc pnivided by Jim I'ateand Kaivn DlMatUa.
RosoarcJiforthisariidenasundcrwTittcnbygrantii&om tlie
I'Tuidfor invcstigatiw Journalism and tJie ITind for Constitu
tiuiud Guvernnicnl.

The multi-jurisdictional
SWAT team members came from
13 separate police agencies in
cluding the federal Drug En
forcement Administration, the
Bureau of Tobacco, Alcohol
and Firearms, the Washington
Air National Guard, the Wash
ing ton Sta te Pat ro l , th ree

county sheriff's swat teams, and four
small city police departments.

A massive, essentially military opera
tion. the raid netted a few arrests for pos
session and 54 marijuana plants. It also
terrorized eight children asleep in their
beds when hooded figures burst in. guns
ready. One officer put a gun to the head
of a three-year old, according to wit
nesses, and ordered him down on the
floor. Because the police were masked,
had no badge numbers, and represented
so many different agencies, the victims
decided to sett le out of court. '

1. ThufbUin Count)', Washington Superior CViunty Search War
rant File No. CG8 (.Aflldavit FiledJuly 12,1994, Warrants EJx-
eculed July M, 1994) and Claimsfor Damages Glnl in 1996.

That same July, on the other side of the
coiintr)', another swat team ran amok. As
Cleave Atwater tended his customers at his
club and pool room in Chapel Hill, North
Carolina, the door suddenly splintered
open and a mob of men in ninja hoods and
fatigues waving automatic rifles loished in
and shouted for people to get down onto
the floor. Terrified, Atwater slipped out
while his bar assistant sprawled face down
in a pool of his own terror-provoked urine
On reaching the street, Atwater entered a
surreal landscape in which paramilicar)-
style police taking pan in "Operation Redi-
Rock" were selectively slopping and
searching black people.

Atwater, proprietor of liic Village Con
nection, had called the police monihs be
fore to complain about drug trafficking
near h is Graham Street bus iness. But
when the Nonii Carolina Slate Bureau of
Investigation's Special Response Team
(SRT) and the local police that held the war
rant for the block-wide raiil- finally amved
2. CoiiiplaiJil,i^fmi(7r« AVir/n'Hoi'. filed in llu'NVrthCaro
lina Court of AppwUs,Aug. 15, l!)!I5.
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in lull b.uili' ihcsb, ilic\ brouglu Itiilc corn-
t o n o r r c n i c d v.

Tiic \Minis oi Nonh Carolina's (.')pcra-
uon RoaLh-RocU ran is surv ived ihc i r.o r -
dcals In anoihci incKlciu, in Oak City,
aboui 70 miles nouii ol Chapel I lilt, Jean
\\ ij;i;ins, a cleaning; woman, was less for-
lun.ue The same SRI learn ihai went
itno Cn aham St reel piu seven
rounds ihrough her body as she
ran from a bank where she had
been held hosiage for 15 hours afier
a robbei-)' aiiempi. In less ihan two
years, a single paramiliiary police
learn destroyed a lot of public inisi
and claimed ihe life of a woman who
should have had evcr\- reason lo ex
pect she would be safer wuh the police
than with her captors7

Occupied Terr i tor ies USA
Aiwaier, Wiggins and ihe Washingionians
were w iincsscs to a fundamental shift in

policing the mihtarizaiion oflocal lawen-
lorcement This transformation is largely
a consequence of a drug war that has in-
iTemcnially cvohed into a real domestic
(dfensive with al l the accouieni ienis and
ordnance of war.

Increasingly. America's neighborhoods,
especially within minoriiy communities,
are liemg ticated like occupied lerrilones.
In tlie past 25 \ears. police agencies have
oigamzcd ]iaramihtar)- units (PPUs) vari
ously called sWAi tSpecial Weapons and
"laiiics) or SRI tSpccial Response Team),
ouilils iliai go to work in battle dress uni-
loims witli .luiomaiit, assault nfles. pcreiis-
Mon llasii-bang grenades, CS gas — and
even aimoretl personnel earners The
n u m l i e r o l t h e s e u n i t s a n d t h e s i t u a t i o n s
m wiikh ihe\ are deployed have been rap-
idl\' exp.nidmg With piedielable results:
enili.in" vasualues. pi>licc killed b\

ineiklK liie, aiul a glowing, uneasy aniago-
insni heiucen the "peai.c-keepcrs' and
the ke[ii Wiilim the police, the eliie.
liigliK imliMnzed unils ha\e fueled a cul-
uiie ot violeiiie .ind i.icial amagoncsm

A laudmaik .study liy Prolessois IVter
Kiask.i and \ icioi Kappelcr at Tasiern
Kentucky I'nuetsiiy > >ehool ol Police
^uidie^ levealed ihe depth ol saiur.iiion
iliaf iliese p.uamilii.in units lu\e achieved
III I's commumiie.s I oi one thing, they

a, lnli rMisN.M.j\ imC \l]t<Litit«fl>>>iuui-lUn>lVW-l>l>.tXt 2.
I5HL' , u i l l i i mi !>s i -< iu i - i i I K t i r j iu i - is ( ta t
■I. Asm* uiiil l'n-ss"NA\C|'|'n'siil«'iit CalbifnrCn-ilujiKi--
vii-ci inll<csj,«KrMi.ii)lnui.'Ui t lii. lliyj
C. I'i'U I kr.V'kiaiKtt i< ((•rK.ii'jM'l'T.'Miliuinzjnjt.AiiU'riiuii
J'l'lui- lli>-lUM'aiulNi>n:ulualii>iiiifl'jriiirJli!an l iui.s."
."*» w//Wi/f7w.s V 4-1.Ill Fi'liruars 1W7
l>. Il-i.l

M M P K K 0 2

are no longer confined to big cities, in
19S2. 5'-) peiceni ol police dcpaitmcnts
iiad an active jxiramiiiiary police unit Fif
teen years later, in a huge increase, nearly
90 percent of the 548 resjjoncling ciepaii-
mcn is funded such un i i s .

More troubling, however, Kraska and
Kappelcr found that pc")lice paramiliiaiy

units are now called in to pcrfonn rela
tively mundane police work — such

as patrolling city streets and ser\'-
ing warrants. Indeed, with the
mainstreaming of police ĵ aramili-

tar\' unils, cities including Fresno,
California, and Indianapolis, Indi
ana, send police to patrol non

emergency situations in full battle
dress — giving these communities all the
ambience of the West Bank. Of 487 depan-
menis answering questions about deploy
ment scenarios, more than 20 percent said
that their tactical teams were used for com

munity patrols. Ironically, the rise in the

Within the police, these
elite, highly militarized
u n i t s h a v e f u e l e d a c u l t u r e
o f v i o l e n c e a n d r a c i a l

antagonism.

number of PPUs is occurring at the same
lime as the concept of "community polic
ing" is gaining in popularity.

One commander of a paramilitary
unit in a midweslcrn town of 75,000
described how his icam patrols in
BDU, cruising the streets in an ar
mored personnel carrier. "We stop
anything iliai moves. We'll sometimes
even surround suspicious homes and
bring out the MP5s Can automatic
weapon manulaciured by gun manu-
tacturer Heckler and Kocii and favored

by military special forces teams). We
usually don i have any problems wath crack-
heads cooperating."

just 15 years ago, city depariineius
called c>ui their tactical units l iulc more
than imce a month on average, usually lor
those rarest of siiuaiions — hostage situ
ations, terronst events, or barricaded sus

pects Tiic mean number of call-ouis lor
these units rose preci|)Uously to 83

events — or about 7 a month — in 1995.
Of that sample, more than 75 percent
were for thrilling, no-knock dmg raids like
Opcraiion Rcadi-Rock.

Lt Tom Gabor of the Culver City, Cali
fornia Police Department contends that
PPU call-outs have "less to do with officer
or citizen safely issues than with justifying
the costs of maintaining units. ...There ex
ist literally thousands of unnecessary
units." Moreover, he claims that regular
police officers could have iiandied 99 per
cent of the cases in which SWAT units were
u t i l i zed . ' '

7. Had.

S j

Ta r g e t i n g B l a c k s
One of the greatest costs of this militari
zation of local law enforcement, says Jo
seph McNamara, a research fellow in the
Hoover Institution at Stanford University,
has been in the loss of public trust in po
lice institutions, alienating communities
from those resources. According to

McNamara . a ro ta t ion on to
these units is often given as
a reward. "When you have
police in military uniforms
with military weapons —
s o m e t i m e s w i t h t a n k s a n d
armored personnel carriers,
this reinforces the idea that
the police arc an occupation
army as opposed to partners
in the community," said
McNamara. "People often
feel these raids do not take

place in white middle class
neighborhoods and. by and large, that is
a c c u r a t e .

N o w h e r e h a s t h a t a l i e n a t i o n b e e n
more profound than in Afnean Ameri

can communi t ies . In "Opera t ion
Readi-Rock" an entire block of an

African-American neighborhood
was raided and nearly 100
people were detained .ind
searched. After Operation

Readi-Roek, plaintiffs in a suc
c e s s f u l l a w s u i t c l a i m e d t h a t a l l

t h o s e a r r e s t e d w e r e b l a c k —
w h i l e s w e r e a l l o w e d t o l e a v e t h e

area. No prosecutions resulteil Irom the
raid.' ' Ihe sur\-ey by Kraska and Kappelcr
sub.siamiated that black urban i.omnuun-
iies in die L.'bare bearingthe brum i>l para-
inilitar) piilice aciivu) In some ITOiollow-
up telephone inteivicws in Ins sur\e\',
Kraska louiul. "TTisi and loremo.st most oi
the paramiliiar\- activity we lound w.is fo-

K. FHUmu tU{fur\viiu-utliulU'tin.-\^Ti\ ISRCi.
!l, Inti'nk'k.M.ij. Hri?
U ) , K r a . s U J i i d o p a t . , [ > . s .
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SELLING SWAT
by Lynnc Wilson

mcnse competition by amis manufacturers lo sell high-tech
equipment is helping fuel the explosion in the number of

. -police special tactical units. Increasingly, those SWAT teams,
decked out in full battle dress uniforms (.BDUs), are enforcing the
"War on Drugs" and raising questions of police excess. Weapons
manufacturers such as Heckler & Koch and Smith & Wesson
hawk their wares to local departments through such tactics as
SWAT training "camps" and competitions. With an eye toward
sales, the manufacturers pepper low-cost, week-long tactical
training sessions for officers with sales pitches to their bosses
to stock up. Submachine guns are a favorite at SI,200
or so apiece. SuiTealistic ads pushing weaponr)' and
BDUs look and sound like Sylvester Stallone
movie promos: "In the risky business of
forced entries, you need all the lever
age you can get," warns an ad b)'

e n t i r e u n i t

attend and
S W A T

Safariland. Ltd., manufac
turer of tactical body
a r m o r .

The largest seller
of submachine wea

ponry to local police
tactical units is Heckler
& Koch [H&K), a German
weapons manufacturer now
based in Virginia. Its MP-5
(MP is German for "machme-
pistole") is now the wcapon-of-
choice for the British SAS, the Ger- ,
man military, the US Navy seals, and
the Los Angeles Police Department
SWAT unit.' In fact, 80 percent of local
and state police swat teams use some ver-
sion of H&K's "MP-5" submachine gun with
almost all of those departments arming more ^
than a dozen officers each with the high-pow
ered weapons.-

H&K operates six mobile training teams that provide con
venient swat training for every local police department in the
country in addition to its main training headquarters in Loudoun
County, Virginia. At its training seminars, H&K — which already
dominates the market for sw.at weapons — pushes ammunition
sales. One officer who attended a week-long session in "low light"
and "concealed carry" techniques, described how the course book
told participants "to expect to bum up to 1,000 rounds of am
munition" in daily workouts that lasted ten or more hours. When
many of the students ran through their rounds by the fourth
night, H&K pulled through with a "stash to take care of this
emergency."'

Competition among weapons manufacturers has been grow
ing fierce. One way Smith & Wesson (S&W), a Springfield, Mass.-
basecl weapons manufacturer, goes after H&K's market share is
by offering tactical training seminars at well below the 52,000- plus
cost of aitcnchng a privately run paramilitary training camp.

S&Ws curriculum includes specific tactical advice on hostage situ
ations, barricaded suspects, and executing clmg search warr.ints,
the last of these making u]> by far the major portion of SW.vt work
Since most local police departments cannot afford to send their

to such training, the commander will typically
then pass on the training lo (he rest of the

team. The climax of the intense week-long
session is a hardball pilch for the S&W

version of the MP-5, delivered with
an intensity rivaled only by those

for life-long time-share condos in
F lo r i da .

Swat training programs as
well as swat team competi

tions for local police are
conducted not only by

arms manufacturers,
but also by the inter

n a t i o n a l A s s o c i a
tion of Chiefs of

Police and the
FBI, whose tac
t i c a l u n i t s

brought us some
of the worst law en

f o r c e m e n t d i s a s t e r s o f
the last 20 years (Waco, and

Ruby Ridge). In addition, the "Na
t i o n a l T a c t i c a l O f fi c e r s A s s o c i a t i o n "

(ntoa), an ostensibly non-profit outfit boast
ing 10,000 members, also conducts pricey swat

training and competitions.
With weapons manufacturers conducting training, sales

hype is transformed into an unnecessarily dangerous, often
deadly, reality. Small wonder that local SWAT teams now e.xecute
most drug search warrants with essentially the same firepower,
military zeal, and black-clad storm trooper tactics that British
Special Air Ser\'ice ISAS] used in its 1981 raid on dissidents at the
Iranian Embassy, or that military commandos recently deployed
to storm the Japanese ambassador's residence in Peru.

What appears to be missing from this alliance of sales and train
ing are clear standards and guidelines as to how tactical units with
their high-tech weapons and military-siyle approach should be
used. To date, according to Dr. Peter Kraska of Eastern Kentucky
University, no standardized SWAT policies or procedures exist, al
though NTOA is making an effort. "Departments are prcii\' much
on their own" says Kraska, as to what weapons and equipment
they use and how they use them. ■

l^noe UllMjn Is an attoniey uiSpatt!e,\Va.shiiit,lon,iiiuiaim'iiitHTi>rtlu\sla'mi^ci>mimUt'
ofihp National Coalit ion on Polici;Acci)uiitat)l l i iv.
1. ChuckTa>Ior,'*UpCli)!iO&PfR«iudwilhlhoIJiS:KMI'-.!j,"6'«M?itKi'(f/Jv«.v/f'r/,<iii'£V<im'-
i iunl , Sept . p j ) . 12,08.
2. ItUeniew.Dr. PeterKr:Lsk;uifE<w(em Kentucky I'nivfrsil),.-Vug. 7, IP!)".
3. Unit Raucli, "Coneealfii Carry KLo;vLi|{lilOptTalion.H,"(7««.vu«rf»c<i;«/?/.vft'ri«Hi'«-

fiiiveiiietil, Nov. 19i)7, pp. 31,30.37.



The drug war, which serves as justification for calling out SWAT teams, disproportionately targets people of color. Here a
grandmother caught with a small quantity of drugs at a New York housing project faces serious jail time.

cuscd on a ver)- small pan of ihc black com-
muniiy — gangs and drug dealers."

Kraska a lso found rac ism wi th in the
ranks of one of these paramiliiar)' units,
apparently amidified by its culture and
experiences. In response to Kraska and
Kappeler's survey, a 1'1'U commander
wrote of his patrols; "When the soldiers
ndc in. you should see those blacks scat
ter."" At one "training" session, the re
searcher obscr\'cd members of three po
lice agencies— including the state po
lice — from a large industrial "heartland"
stale as tiiey were developing a multi-
jurisdictional paramilitar)' unit. (Officers
shot automatic weapons at "head-sized"
jugs of water.) One of the officers there was
casually — and, apparently, unremarkably
— att i red in a T-shir t embossed wi th a

drawing of a burning city; the caption
read: "Operation Ghetto Storm."

In terms of public policy, the arrival of
police ninja corps was preceded by a num
ber of factors that initially had little rela
tion to one another. Paramilitary police
units in the US were established in two

l l . / /« r f ,p . lO.

separate waves. The first modern urban
police paramiliiar>' team was put together
by then-Los Angeles Police Commissioner
Daryl Gates when he founded the
couniiys first local swat team in the mid-

1960s.' ̂  Los Angeles and the other big cit
ies that followed its example created para
miliiar)' units in response to civil distur
bances of the 1960s and 1970s. At first,
these teams were eyed wiiii suspicion and
used sparingly.
12. An early example uftliisculiabomlion occurred under J.
Edgar I loowr. He made a deal uitli the Army's Military Intel
ligence Service to trade access to FBI Hies on US citizens fur
military Iraliiiiig of FBI agents in strategy and tactics of riul
cuntrul. Since no fiiiuls cJungcd hands, the arrangement es-
capedcongttsfiional ovrtsi^^iL On tltc evolution offedcral swvr
forces, see 'Uanlenplot & U.S. Police as N'ew Action
Anny"Caii)iterSpi/, v. 2, a 4, Winter 1076.

T h e W a r a t H o m e
Then came the "War on Drugs" in the
1980s. Suddenly, there was a new ratio
nale for aggressive use of state-sponsored
\'iolence since — any teenage moviegoer

knows by now — drug dealers
are wanton, diabolically violent
characters, armed to the teeth,
eager to fight to the death, and
siereoiypically non-white.
From 1985 to 1995, the survey
found, a second wave of para
military units was estab
lished — most in the smaller,
less populous jurisdictions —

to fight the drug war.
Starling in the 1970s, the military had

been only casually involved in drug inter
diction activities. Its participation sparked
court cases charging violations of the Posse
Comitaius Act, which was passed to end
the slate of martial law that e.xisicd in oc

cupied soulhern stales after the Civil War.
During that period of repression, in which
internal passports, arbitrary search and
arrest, public beatings and lynchings were
the norm, the line between miliiar)' and

"When t he so l d i e r s r i de
in, you should see those
h l a c k s s c a t t e r . "

N U M B E R 6 2 2 3
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Albuquerque SWAT officers arrest a man at his home on drug and burglary charges.

policing functions was routinely blurred.'
The Posse Comitatus Act iwcame a guidmg
tenet of Amencan detnocratic governance:
the militar)' is designed to engage in war.
and the civilian police are charged wiih
enforcing the bw"

Then two changes in the l.iw. first in
1983 and then in 1989, brought the mili
tary and police institutions side by side —
formally and legall)' — ai exactly the stime
lime that the post-Cold War miliiar)' was
looking for a new mission. After those
amendments to I'osse Comitatus, the mili-
taty could provide iiuclligence. materiel,
transport services and training, as well as
participate m drug interdiction efforts in
almost eveiy way shon of direct search, sei-
rurc and arrest. ' '^

Subsequently, through programs m-
tludmg Joint Task Force Six at Ft, Bliss in
El Paso. Texas, local police begin receiv
ing some of the same kind of military tram-
13. Uftiii.\4ima,'iWrnuJStilil»yInl<Tiwiljcmuiliiei'nil«l

ai|l«.V<wnta/rir/Vurt'&tra7rt,v.K,a2,lft»5,pp 1U7-
M.P.<irrB.Kn.ski.-Stimanalicmoflli«I)cii«Wir.^Sij5i,
ofltwTW«."in.4it«a,VIufrjt/.trmd(W/irtjr06»mu-
liaiu'ilieltnig Uur, iii fvtrr R. Kwika (N'cw yurie (>»r-
Uad.l!Wi).w).IIluaJ6.IS. TtBk>ih) Dunn, neSNiiamatiuuî lhi VS. Slexim
Oanln: 197.1 /9a.'(.Mu«lli.TXOH\SBo.ifcs, iSSfi)

mg as the Spccbl Forces units. More than
20 of the respondents In Kraska and
Kapi>eler'ssun-cy reported their paramili
tary teams were trained by Army Rang
ers or Naty SF̂ yts, miiitar)' units that spe
cialize in commando tactics. One com
mander told Kraska in a follow-up inter
view: "We've had teams of Navy seals and

The SWAT and SEAL units used
a tow truck to tear the door off
and shot a suspect with two joints.

Army Rangers come here and teach us
ei eryihtng. We just hai e to use our own
judgtnem and exclude the informationlike: .11 this pomt we bnngin the mortars
and blow the pLice up."

The similanties between police and
military operations have raised serious
questions about civil libenies. In May 1997M..rines conducting a border coiuroi

lfi.KnidainaKap(*l«,.̂ dC;anrtinu.n,>H«vvLi,hJivr

B i ^

"ami-drug" training mission shot dead a
goat herder tending his flock in Te.xas at
the Mexico border. The four soldiers,
dressed in camouflage, claimed that the
herder — armed with a World War I! era
single-shot ride, as is usual when protect
ing livestock in rattlesnake and coyote ter
ritory — had fired on them. But where

police would be required
by law to announce their
presence and fire only
when their lives were in
danger, the soldiers re
mained hidden and un
a n n o u n c e d a s t h e y
stalked high school stu
dent Ezequicl Hernandez
for several hours,''As the army assumes civilian police

lunciions, the police arc acting —and look
ing more like soldiers. McNamara, who
served as a police chief in San Jose and
Mnsas City after 15 years in the New York
City ̂ lice department, panially blamedthe miliianzation of police foa-es on the pro-
lilcraiion of assault weapons: "I predicted
•* fng time ago. the failure to control mili-

WHs ll«h Schwl Student inT«asBM<fcr Op-leuh-n, A.-.wialedPresa.M îj
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tar>'-style weapons into the general popu
lation would lead to further militarization
of police."'® The drive toward high-tech
weaponr)- was facilitated soon after the
end of the Cold War when military spend
ing reductions brought cheap war-surplus
materiel into the market. (St. Petersburg,
Florida, Just bought its first armored per
sonnel carrier this Spring — for $1.000 —
from the US militar)'.) Gun companies,
perceiving a profitable trend, began ag
gressively marketing automatic weapons to
local police departments, holding semi
nars, and sending out color brochures
redolent with ninja-style imagery."

This confluence of experiences with
martial-style ordnance, immersion in mili-
lac>' culture, and popular media imagery
quickly conspired to create a new hybrid
agent oEstate-sponsored force that behaves
much more like a war-making soldier than
a constable on patrol. Almost immediately
after this type of "elite" training and ord
nance became available to local police, fel
low officers, bystanders and suspects alike
started dying under bizarre circumstances
surrounded by heavily armed, cinemati-
cally attired cops in paramilitary drag.

When police swat and Navy seal
units teamed up in Albuquerque in 1990,
they used a tow truck to tear the door off
an apartment building, fire twice and kill
the suspect, who had all of two marijuana
joints on the premises." A 1994 swat raid
at the wrong address precipitated the
death of Accelyne Williams, a 75-year-
old retired minister in Boston who was
chased to his death in his own apart
ment and died handcuffed, face down,
his heart palpitating to its last.^' A March
1996 tactical raid in Oxnard, Califomia,
ended in the "friendly fire" death of a
tactical team member in the confusion

following the explosion of a flash-bang
grenade. Last year, a Reno swat team
member died in a parachute jump from
a Navy helicopter." Every month it
seems, another overzealous paramilitary
gang kills another cop, a bystander or sus
pect — or settles a subsequent suit with
the surv ivors .

MartialinB Resources
How long this trend in policing continues
is contingent on America's tolerance of

IE. ImenieWiMairlBST.
19. *Sh«na'sSMrTeamGMsS(riousSe[orVlli«els,' SL
PrimburjiTimft, Oct. 6,1997.
SO, Iit»view«iUiIfa3iysUff,SAufi«7Vu<>('i"wi May 1997.
21. 'Boewn lo Gtre Vlciim'sH'Mm SI MiUian in WnuigfuJ
Ueith Suit*.V<v Ktrk nma, AprUZ>, 1996.
!2.LotAngtlfi Timet (VWilun County EiliUon), Xov: 21,
19S&

police-sponsored violence in the name ofcrime prevention — and on how long the
public will continue misreading crime
rates. Politicians eager for votes, police
hoping to expand their budgets and turf,
military planners seeking post-Cold War
missions, and arms and training compa
nies looking for profits, all have an inter
est in exaggerating the threat to the pub
lic posed by street crime.

Thus, while crime rates in most areas
are falling, public fear that crime is splral-
ing out of control is increasing — as are
demands to remedy the threat by extraor
dinary, even martial, measures. Neither

mem of FPUs is temporary because these
units must always maintain pressure on
the communities. The greatest concern is
that these paramilitary forces will even
tually be seen and perceived as an occu
pying anny." How long can a community
be, in effect, garrisoned? Tension kept this
high, Kraska predicts, could lead to a
fiashpoint. "All it takes is one kid taken
out by a submachine gun.""

Philosophically, America has arrived at
this threshold through its own milita
rism, its pathological puriianism, and its
unshakable racism. After a decades-long
national addiction to waging war on

a R T A N P A I M U / I M P A C T V l S U J O S

Police used unrest such as that following the Rodney King trial to
justify deploying high-tech weaponry and special paramilitary units.

the police nor the public is well-served by
these misconceptions which promote
empty, cinematically inspired displays of
force over the unglamorous, long-term
community policing schemes that put of
ficers face to face with the people they are
charged to sen-c. Such community-
based law enforcement helps to build the
unspoken covenant of trust thai is the ba
sis of effective, humane policing.

Kraska is not optimistic about which ap
proach will tnumph. He sees manial force
being answered by greater force by law
breakers and fears a &)ld War-style escaLi-
tion of armaments in the streets of America.
For besieged communities — often under-
served by routine policing — the paramili
tary teams are often seen as bringing relief.

Joseph McNamara believes iliat crime
reduction associated wuh the deploy-

drugs — framed largely as a war against
"unruly minority ethnics* — the de
ployment of cops dressed like extras in
a Stallone movie waving automatic
weapons around poor neighborhoods
seems almost inevitable. And after 50
years of living as a nation in a peacetime
state of emergency managed by the mili
tary, the sight of cops cruising the
streets in war-surplus ar
mored personnel carri
ers to remedy social,
cultural, and economic
problems shouldn't be
such a shock. ■

32. Sid's Macko, 'hit D«ingl'sed n»
.Muchf E.SN pincrgeiK)' smttms re-
pons, EmerKcneyXet News Service
(Internet), July 15,1997, v. 1-196.
il. lt«cnicw,Ma5'lB97.
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ANNOUNCING A NEW BOOK
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C o u l d t h e
N igh tmare

Happen Here?
by Sheldon Rampton and John Stauber

On May 12, 1997. ABC \V'o/ie/Xeuy reported
lhai "people may noi be concracting Alzlieimer's as
often as we Unnk. Tlie bad ne^'s Is that tlic>' may Ix,*
getting .something worse instead. . . . This is alx)Ut
Creutzfeldi-Jakob Di.sejsc. It is fatal. It destroys
your brain, and what is worse, it is infeaious."

In England. Creutzfeldt-Jakoh Disease (CJD) has already
become a household word because of its association with that
country's epidemic of mad cow dLsea.se. In 1996, lite news that
young people were dying from eating infected Ijeef shook England
and all of Europe.

Hampton and Stauber, auiliors of the criticdlly-acclaimed
Tu\ic Sliicige Is Goal for Voti: Lies Damn Lies and the Public Relaliuns
Induslry, reveal how mad cow disease has emerged as a result of
mcxlem, intensive farming practices whose true risks are kept hidden
by go\'emment and industry denials.

Publication Date: October 1997
Hardcover, 280 pages • ISBN 1-56751-111-2

Common Courage Press, Monroe, ME

^3000
See order form on last page

WHAT REVIEWERS ARE SAYING;
'In Q firsf-rote piece ol investigolive
journoltsm, Hampton and Stauber piece
together the bet synthesis of the problem
I've seen. Afod Cow U.SA is an important
book. And it reads like a detective story.'
—'fimofhy B. McCall, M.D.,
oirthor of [xamining Your Doctor: A Palienl's
Guide to Avoiding Harmful Medical Care

'A timely, urgent vmrning obout the deadly
consequences of factory forming. Let's hope
it's not loo late."
—John Robbins, author of Diet for a
New America oni Neclaiming OurHeollb

'It's not just cows that are mad—so are our
so-called 'consumer protedors.' You'fl be mad
OS hell too after reading thb dynamite book."
—Jim Hightower, radio lolk show host and
outhor of here's Nothing in the Middle of the
Hood but Yellow Stripes and Dead Armadillos

'It can hnppen here! Hampton and Stauber
hove provided real 'food for thought' In this
chilling, reveoling book obout what really goes
on behind the scenes In the meat industry. Every
Americon fomiiy ought to read this book."
—Jeremy Rilkln, author of Beyond Beef:
Ihe Rise and Fall of the Cattle Culture

a

'Incuroble, unstoppable, threatening to big
business: thot's mod cow diseose, but olso,
luckily for us, the wit and invesfigotlve will of
Rampton ond Stauber. Whether you eat meat
or just the ground-up news fed to the public
by the corporate medio, you'd hove to be
crazy not to rood Mad Cow U-SA"
—Laura Flanders,
outhor of Real Majority, Media Minority:
Jhe Cost of Sidelining Women in Reporting

"A frightening, eye-opening expose."
—Lois Marie Gibbs,
outhor of Dying from Dioxin
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The two British men miglit have beenmistaken for businessmen as they
walked through the Peninsula hotel

just outside Port Moresby, Papua New
Guinea IPNG) this past Februar)-. Few in
that South Pactfic country noticed them
and no one would have guessed that the
heavy suitcases they earned were filled not
with business papers but with cash. Nor
could one blame bystanders, halfway
across the world at the small airport in
Yopal in the Andean foothills of eastern
Colombia, for overlooking two black
boxes carried by another pair of Brits.

bke their colleagues in PNG, these men
were not your average businessmen or
tourists. All were former members of the
Special Air Services (SAS), an elite British
Pnup nullerjfe isan eminitunwilal ttnler treearrhing
Rokl miainK ciunjunies iur fniiv'tt Infenpouni,« Bnke-

CA huioaa rights ami rtnlnininenul |3wp.
Pbolo: Snulli Alrirsn g^d miiirr.

fighting force. Several had participated m
coven assassination operations against the
Irish Republican Army (IRA) in the 1980s.

These men are pan of a growing number
of slick new corporate security operations
around the world Unking fonner imetligence
oOicers, standing armies, and death squad
veterans. In unholy alliance, they go into
battle for new bosses: the mineral industries,
which range from multinational corpora
tions to small oil and mining entrepreneurs-
Elizabeth Rubin, a contributing editor of
Harper's magazine, recently summed up
this new phenomenon of armies for hire:
"Its not just a military machine. Behind it is
the old colonial structure, only now it's
dressed up in a son of multinational corpo
ration. with suits and Sat phones instead of
jeeps and parasols."'
1. Elizabrlh Rubin, Inlcnieunl cw (tivtrtui Alt Things
CoiaUrrrd, Niliunal PuUic Radio. Kc'b. 8, ID97,

This militarization of the mineral in
dustries is really a result of three phenom
ena. The advent of new technologies such
as computer-aided satellite mapping and
the use of cyanide to extract gold have
turned formerly marginal operations into
potential moneymakers. The collapse of
the Soviet empire and the signing of the
global free trade agreements have opened
up countries like Angola that were previ
ously off-limits to Western multinaticruils.
And, lastly, the availability of capital and
the mitigation of risk have been ensured
by the new push from the international
financial institutions, such as bilateral and
multibteral agencies including the World
Bank and the US Export-Import Bank.
They are eager to provide cash and politi
cal nsk insurance for private resource ex
traction projects pretty much anywhere m
t h e w o r l d .

RVl-L lOfT



Tim Spicer, one of the two former SAS
men in the South Pacific, was soon to re

gret his quiet discussion at the Peninsula
Hotel. He had met with two senior govern
ment officials about buying a copper mine
owned by Rio Tinio, the Anglo-Australian
mining titan, on the island of Bougainville.
Less than a month later, dressed in
crumpled jeans, Spicer was led into a
Papua New Guinea court. His suitcase,
bulging with 5400,000 in cash, was pro
duced as evidence of his contract with the
disgraced government to provide a merce
nary force to take over the copper mine.
His mission had been to defeat a small
group of separatists who had shut down
the copper mine for almost a decade.
When news of Spicer's contract became
public, ordinary citizens and local army
officers took the law into their own hands.
The rioting closed shops, banks and
schools and sealed off major roads until
tiuckloads of police armed with automatic
rifles eventually dispersed the enraged
populace with tear gas and rubber bullets.̂

The two unnamed former SAS officers
in Colombia fared better. Their black boxes
— full of guns and ammunition —were
waved through the checkpoint run by a

S. Richard S»UI. 'Papua troops attempt to quell riots In
Oifital'Daily TrUyraph (UindMi), Mac 21,1997.

colleague, Bill Nixon, former BritUh iti-

human rights abuses - to j
Dele-B oil rig. The oil company interpreted
recently surfaced import
the Colombian government. BP collaborated with local soldiers invohied m
kidnapings. torture, and murder. The u
published document alleges that the oil
company compiled intelligence • inc u
ing photos and videotapes of local fKoplc
protesting oil aciiviilcs, and passed the in
formation on to the Colombian military,
which then arrested or kidnaped demon
strators as "subversives."'

Most of the men running the merce-
nary-for-hire operations tend to operate
behind the lines, preferring to employ
other men — local or imported hired guns

to cany out on-the-gtound operations.
Both the Colombian and Papua New
Guinean contracts were handled out of
London offices run by yet more former SAS
officers. Spicer's boss was ex-SAS officer

3. MlchaelGlUanlanjnoiuMacleod.'SccreCsoldietspaid
forbyBP,'5b:>U]nion5un<j(ry(Gdinbun;h),June29,1967.

Security concerns on oxy'S samore riock

Anthony Buckingham, the second man at
the Peninsula Hotel meeting in February.
Buckingham is one of the shadier operators
in the security business, who runs a mini,
conglomerate of mercenary, oil, and min-
ing companies out of discreet offices at
Plaza 107, 535 Kings Road in the up-mar-
ket south London neighborhood of Chelsea.

The Colombian deal was assigned to
another security firm. Defense Systems
Limited (DSL), a slightly more upsale op
eration with offices overlooking Bucking
ham Palace. DSL has a contract with Brit
ish Petroleum's security division, which ia
turn is run by more former military type
— MarkHeathcote. a former British intel
ligence officer, and Tony Ling, a former
SAS commander. Heathcote, Ling, and
Nixon all worked undercover in Nonhem
Ireland, where the SAS specialized in assas
sinating Irish Republican Army guerrillas.''

Today, men like these provide "securiq'"'
services to companies and govemtmnts in
Colombia, Guyana, and Venezuela in South
America; to Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria, and Si
erra Leone in West Africa; to Angola and
Namibia in Southern Africa; to former Zaire
in Central Africa; to Sudan and Uganda in
East Africa; to Papua New Guinea and Indo
nesia in the Pacific; and to Kazakhstan in
Central Asia. Many of these recruits are
veterans of South Africa^ 32 Battalion and

Civil Cooperation Bu
reau, which were the
most notorious units of
the old apartheid forces
untU elections brought a
multi-racial government
to power a few years ago.'

R e c o l o n i z a t i o n
There is little evidence
(other than slick public
relations material) that

these men are any different
from soldiers of fortune like
"Mad Mike" Hoare, "Black
Jacques" Schramme, and Bob
Denard, mercenaries who
drank hard, womanized, and
wreaked havoc throughout
Africa in the wars that fol
lowed independence from co
lonial rule. In the 1950s, for
example, Harry Oppen-
heimer, the South African
chair of De Beers, defeated his
competitors in Sierra Leone

a

4 . I b i d
B. Cllzabeih Kubln, "An vrar
own: In Africa, luUions hfre a coipoia-
Uon to n-age hm," llarprri, Feb. 1997.
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by enlisting Sir Pent)- Sillitoe,
one of Bniain^ top counteres
pionage agents dunng World
War 11. Sillitoe hired soldiers
and launched an a l l -out d ia
m o n d w a r. T h e m e r c e n a r i e s

laid boob)' traps, mined border
crossings, and ambushed dia
mond traders until finally they
were persuaded to sell their
wares to the De Beers buyers."

Military action, private or
public, to suppon mineral ex-
iraaion permeates the histoty
o f t h e A m e r i c a s . F r o m t h e

de\-asi3Cion of the Inca in Peru

by Fizarro in his search for
gold in the 1530s to the US
Army massacres of the Sioux
in South Dakota in the 1870s
as prospectors swarmed into
the region; to the forced march
of the Narajo from Arizona to
New Mexico at the same time;
to the 1960s when the Peru
vian military bombed the
Maises indigenous peoples in
the Amazon on behalf of Mobil, the pattern
remains consistent. Jeff Moag, from the
Washington-based National Security News
Service, says that the financing of the mer
cenaries by the mineral industries amounts
to nothing less than "a new colonialism."'
And the men who enforce it. like their pre
decessors. are the prostitutes of war who sell
themselves to any company, faction, or gov
ernment with ready cash to pay.

In fact, Manin Oeveld, a war iheo-
reiician, believes that future armed con-
l l iccs around the wor ld wi l l resemble the
old ones. He argues that conventional na
tion-states are disappearing and that future
"war-making entities" will look much as
they did in the feudal past — tribes, cicy-
staies, religious associations, private mer
cenary bands, and commercial organiza
tions such as the East India Company in
the time of the British empire. "As used to
be the case until at least 1648, miliury and
economic functions will be reunited." \%i
Crev-eld writes. In such times, he predicts,
"much of the day-to-day burden of defend
ing society against the threat of low-inten
sity conflict will be transferred to the
booming security business, and indeed the
lime may come when the organizations
that comprise that business will, like the
ccmdotlieri of old, take over the state.'*

i . n n d .

7. Intcnirw, July IMH.
8. Martin CmvU, TV Trm^irmalirni q^Hlrr (New
Yurie Fm Ptms. l»i).
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W h e n o n e m e d i c a l w o r k e r i n S i e r r a L e o n e w h o
Executive Outcomes helicopters, she rushed

Piivatlzing Mili larism:
New Super P inke i lons

The most infamous mercenary army con
tracted by the new colonutlisis is Executive
Outcomes (EG), which provided Bucking
ham and Spicer with soldiers-for-hirc in
Papua New Guinea (sec box). But EO^ most
famous campaign was in Sierra Ixonc in
May 1996 by Sierra Ruiile, an Ohio-based
tiianium company, and Branch Eneigy, one
of Buckingham^ many companies.

The EO mercenar ies arr ived in Sierra

Leone better equipped than most armies in
Africa, with Russian helicopter gunships, a
radio intercept system, two Boeing 727s to
transport troops and supplies, an Andover
casuaky-ev.icuailon aircraft, and fuel-air
explosives. Used with devastating results by
the US in the Gul̂ \̂ hr. fuel-air explosives —
one step below nuclear weapons in power
— suck out all available oxygen upon
detonation, killing all life within a one-
mile radius.

The pilots, according to Martha Carey,
an American who worked for Doctors
Without Borders, "were racist k i l lers wi th
no interest in the coumiy." Carey reported
that during the early da)-s of the mercenary
presence in Freetown, she had only to see
the EO helicopters flying over her house to
know that it was time to rush to the hos

pital and prepare for an influx of wounded.
The real mission of the mercenaries, she
charged, was to gain control of Sierra
LeoneS substantial diamond wealth. And

worked i n a c l i n i c l i ke t h i s one saw the
to prepare for an influx of wounded.

Indeed, the operation left EG with a lucra
tive security contract financed by the prof
its earned by the diamond mines.

T h e G . O . D . s o f G r e e d :
G o l d , O i l , a n d D i a m o n d s

Violent scenes l ike the ones that horr ified

Carey accompany the mercenaries wher
ever they go. But to understand the forces
behind these operations, it may be better
to travel back a quarter century to visit
three distinctly different men, whose lives
have been shaped by their single-minded
pursuit of three minerals — gold, oil. and
d i a m o n d s .

The first man. a quiet, urbane. Cam
bridge graduate, left Britain to study busi
ness at Stanford in the late 1960s- John
Browne ^w up in Iran and other coun
tries where his father woriced for BR "ft was
a colonial existence more than anything
else. People lived in these strange expatri
ate camps, and everyone was connected
with the oil business in some way." he later
said, recalling that he loved the e.xcitemem
of the foreign travel."' Over the last two
decades, Browne slowly but surely worked
his way up in BP. based first m Alaska and
then the North Sea. In 1989, he became
head of exploration for BP, steering the
company to successful oil strikes in the
Caspian Sea.
9. Rubin, "An intij'-," op. rit
10. MiUhew Lynn,'Bnmw stays in the BPbmily.'S'un-
iaa Tima (London), June 22, 1907.
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The second. Roben Friedland, a charis
matic yoimg student from Chicago, got an
early start in dubious traHickingat Bowdoin
College in Maine in the late 1960s, where he
ran an LSD smû ing business out of a col
lege dormitory imiil he was busted by local
undercot-cr cops. He later moved to a hip
pie commune in Oregon where he found an
abandoned mine. '1 crawled in and 1 was
scared because it was wet and cold, and here
and there the %\-alls had caved in. and all
I had was this funky old flashlight. But 1
grohked it immediately — Gold!"" he
once told a reporter, describing his first
infatuation with the yellow metal. Two
decades later, another of Ftiedland^ mines
in Colorado was the site of the most ex

pensive clean-up in this counirys mining
histor)' as the cyanide-laced waste from
one of his mines killed all life in a 17-mile

stretch of the Alamosa r iver. '^
T h e t h i r d m a n w a s a M a u r i t i a n - b o m

diamond buyer, Jean-Raymond Boulle,
who was working for De Beers, the South
African multinational, in Sierra Leone and
the Congo at the end of the 1960s. The
Congo, which had just been renamed Zaire
(and had since taken the name the Demo
cratic Republic of Congo), was being run
by the iron hand ofMobutuSeseSeko. The
US-backed d i c ta to r had taken ove r t he

country in 1965. after a bitter war fought
by South African mercenaries recruited and
paid for by the CIA.

While Browne climbed the corporate
ladder, the other two men led more color
ful lives. Friedbnd spent lime in India,
Switzerland, Canada, Singapore, and fi
nally Australia, while Boulle lived tn Bel
gium. Texas, Minnesota, Arkansas, Belize
and eventually Monaco. In the course of
his travels, Friedland befriended the fami
lies of the rich and powerful. In Indonesia,
he established joint ventures with the sons
of Indonesian dictator Suharto; in Burma,
he Imkcd up wnth Reggie Tun Maung —
the vice president of his holding compa

nies — who just happens to be married to
the daughter of Maung Maung Khin.
deputy prime minister of the current mib-
lary junta; and in China, Friedland donated
a tenth of the assets of his joint venture to
a disabled people's organization run by
Deng Pufang, the son of Deng Xiaoping,
the late Chinese premier."

I ® " " " B o b5, ami xt hUp://»w»im»geiui«r

7" ^'*"7 Robert friedland
HW; and .W Bakah, "Ue GujanaGuU

»̂D«tter. tViwn bthe LifeUne,*C4® a 56. Spring

Forhlspan,Bo»lk.l»co«n̂ >̂During hii say in Ar». "ten hêbeeinning to explore in the CraterSSaPAtemawiiĥ goven
nor. -I spent a little time tvlth
explaining to him that this couldjxtant to his state and to the nation, he says.

Boulle and Friedland met through
common interest in prospecting for dia
monds off the Atlantic coast of Nainibiâ
They struck it big time in January 19ywhen they staked out what they originally
thought was a major diamond prôny inLabrador. A year and a half later, Fnedland
and Boulle sold this property — which
turned out to have a huge nickel de
posit — to Inco, the worlds largest nickel
producer, for S4.3 billion Canadian. In the
next 12 months, the two parted ways but
by then, each was the richer by several

Money from the US Overseas
Private Investment Corp.
and the Export-Import Bank
helped pay for Executive
Outcomes' Sierra Leone job.

hundred million dollars. Meanwhile, in
April 1996, Brovme was appointed chief
executive of British Petroleum under chair
man Peter Sutherland, the former Irish
head of the World Trade Organization.

As they gained wealth, the three mineral
barons had more to protect. At about the
same time, they all started hiring men like
Buckingham, Spicer, and Nixon to put
down local protests that miglu interfere with
their exploitaibn of gold. oil. and diamonds.

On April 30.1996. BP finalized a deal
with DSL to dispatch trainers to Colom
bia to help the local police "defend" the
company oil installations and beef up Bp's
existing contracts. The oil company's con
tracts with the army for protection even
tually became a minor political sensation
i n B r i t a i n . "

Meanwhile, in the US, Boulle put up
SIO million in early April 1996 for Sierra
Ruiile, an Ohio-based company that was
struggling to re-open the world's largest
I I t w i t s , T u u d a ' s . ' J e i t
June 3,1096.
1 4 . / b r d
15. Gilhnl utd Maclnxl, f>,p. n't

rutUe mine in Sierra Leone. The West Af.
rican facility, a major source of titanium di
oxide, had been shut down by rebels in
January 1995. The company used thiscash, plus money it had borrowed earlier
from the World Bank, the London-based
Commonwealth Development Corpora
tion, and two US federal agencies — the
Overseas Private Invesimem Corporation
and the Expon-lmpon Bank — to pay EO
to quell the troubles."

The other major backer of EO in Sierra
Leone was Branch Energy, headed by An
thony Buckingham. Already an old Africa
hand, the Brit had spent the previous ten
years helping the Canadian company, Ranger,
run oil exploration operations in Angola."

Michael Grunberg. Buckingham^ finan
cial adviser, introduced his boss to Friedland
just before Friedland beg3n to wthdraw from

active partnership with Boulle.
In September IW6, Bucking-
ham and Friedland armounc^
their setup of DiamondWorks
(see p. 34). That collaboration
set the stage for the new min
eral extraction colonies in

places as far-llung as Angola in
Southern Africa and Sierra
Leone in West Africa, the Ven
ezuelan Amazon and Southern

C h i n a .

Some of the stories of the
many military campaigns cur
rently being waged around

the world on behalf of these three men and
the industries they lead are told in the
country studies below. But they are by no
means the only major players. There are at
least a few dozen others in the mineral in
dustries, men like "Jim Bob" Moffeit, the
maverick cx-collcge football player from
Texas, who runs the biggest gold mine in
the world, and Brian Anderson, the outgo
ing chief of Shell Nigeria, who arc respon
sible for some of the worst environmental
and human rights abuses committed in the
world today. Indeed. Millius Palawiya of
the London-based NGO (non-govcrn-
mcnta! organization) Intematioiul Alcn,
says that mercenaries today cast them
selves in the respectable mold of free mar
ket businessmen championed by ex-Brit
ish Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher.
They use the Thatcherite language of pn-

IB. Michael Ash»T>rth, 'Aftka's new enixceM HTuJ a s

mercen̂  7»e ImUpeKient (Lwidon). Sept 15, imalso ̂  World Wide Web newssuniiniry torUimî Joi'r-nal (London), Apr. 19, 1996. at hltp://www.miian«-
Mn^.com/nii/lndothlni.17. Keith Dwkants, -Iho decline indUU cdtlanbWown
Tta." A\vmiNp zftandarrf (Lon̂ ), March 25,199".
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vale enterprise, eHidenc)' and investment,"
he says."

And now the governments of the new
free market-driven world have even begun
to court them. No less a luminary than Kofi
Annan, the United Nations secretary gen
eral. has consulted DSL on how to protect
the refugees on the border between Zaire
and Rwanda, while the Defense Intelli

gence Agcnc>- (DIA), the Pentagon's spy
arm. invited Tony Spicer and
other EO figures to a major con
ference about private armies on
June 24."

Many activists, however,
have taken an opposite stance.
In June, the London-based Af
rica Research and Information
Bureau (arib) launched a cam

paign against new mercenary-
operations in Angola, Sierra
Leone and Sudan. 'Mercenaries
are a serious threat to stability in
Africa. We must get rid of the
mercenaries from the face of Af
rica, says Kayode Fayemi of
ARiB." Indeed, if history is any
thing to go by. inviting private
armies into Africa will only
serve the interests of those who
hire them: the extraction of re
sources for profit by any means
necessary, and with little regard
for the human or environmental
c o n s e q u e n c e s .

Other activists say that those
concerned by cultural, eco
nomic, and entlronmental dev
astation WTought by the mineral
industries' need to become more
aware not only of those exploit
ing the planet's wealth, but of
those consuming it. Danny Ken
nedy. an activist with the Berke
ley-based environmental and
human rights group. Project Un
derground. says: 'As people in consumer
countries drive more and buy more oil, or
wear more gold and diamonds, indig
enous peoples will continue to be killed
and pristine places will be destroyed.
Only by building a movement of affected
communities and educating these con
sumers can we hope to reverse this terri
fying phenomenon.""

18. .U<i)ig* Nduru, -Lndm urgi-d to stop tmuUijuf nrf-
nwius,' Inter Pneu Servire, June 18,1997.19. Ken Sihtnteln, "I'milUli^War nowillilfs ofsute
«re uutsoufctti to TOpcealJunŝ und public control'TV
.Na/nm, July 28-Au*. 4, 1997,M. thnu Binrgin. 'UercrnuinOoMbero Blue Berets
Fesr To IhsKl,* Inter Service, June II, 1997,
21, inienlei.. July 1997.

The task is enormous not only because
of the wealth and power of the mineral in
dustries, but also because the privatiza
tion of their security functions on the in
ternational scene is only one part of a
much larger phenomenon. Here in the
United States, prisons, policing, and even
welfare are being turned over to corpora
tions. Wealthy people around the world
are hiring private security finns which use

~ e r -

While the US has hired mercenary companies, when
the Angolan government paid EO to rout former US ally

UNITA, Clinton forced a cancellation of the contract.

everything from brute force to sophisticated electronic surveillance systems to
keep the unemployed and the poor awayfrom their enclaves. Meanwhile, ivory
tower economists argue about the merits
and demerits of free trade, forgetting that
the debate cannot simply be restricted to
cheaper minerab, food or clothes — it isalso about the trade in everything from
guns to death itself. Increasingly and
openly, governments ami corporations are
joining together to pillage public re
sources, When both are armed to the
teeth and obsessed by profit, war, inequal
ity and environmental devastation be
come inevitable. ■

ALL 1997
Nl 'MBKItta

C O U N T R Y
REPORTS

Angola
In the 1960s, this former Portuguese
colony in Southern Africa became a major
battleground between superpowers which
financed rival factions, each seeking to oust
its Portuguese master. The war between

the Cuban/Soviet-backed MPLA
and the US/South Africa-backed
UNITA and FNLA was fueled by
covert financial assistance and
continued even after indepen
dence in 1975. By the time the
US finally recognized the An
golan government in 1993 —
more than two decades after the
rest of the world — much of the
country lay in ruin and the infra
structure had been eroded.

In September 1994. the
Angolan government hired EO
for an initial contract of S40 mil
lion. Branch Energy put up some
of the money to protect the dia
mond mining town of Lunda
None and the coastal oil fields of

Soyo where Heritage Oil and Gas
has concessions. Heritage, like
Branch Energy, is controlled by
Buckingham. The EO mercenar
ies launched a series of attacks

I on the UNllA rebeb in the north-
5 eastern pan of the country. With
5 the advantage of having fought
I alongside untia under the SouthCr: .->%5 African government, they easily

routed the rebeb.^
Last year, apparently at the

urging of military advisers to
the Clinton administration,
Angola was convinced to pub
licly cancel the mercenary con
tract. Branch Energy and EO,

however, immediately circumvented the
government. EO simply set up new shell
companies and signed new security con
tracts with individual members of the
Angolan ministry of defense. The com
pany put in additional strategic infra
structure. bought an ll)-ushin 76 aircraft,
and installed a powerful telecommunica
tions system in the diamond regions
linked to the Johannesburg telephone ex
change.^'

(continiird on p. 35J
21 Rubin, "An Aniij-,,,.* op. at

ilumond ojntjact to Esiecuth« Out.
comes, .WfltliftHin/iauyohanneabmgl.lUylilJS;,
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NATIONAL ARMiE

The phenomenon of hiring privatearmies is only one of tiie strategies
used by corporations and govern

ments to protect their assets. National
armies that were once set up to defend a
country from pillage by foreign interests are
today working directly for almost the oppo
site cause; foreign e.'tpropriaiion of domes
tic minerals. In at least three countries —

Nigeria, Indonesia and India— mullina-
tionals have paid directly for services from
the local army to harass anybody who pro
tests against the environmental impact of
mineral exploitation operations.

In Nigeria, which is now run by biutal
military dicutor Sani Abacha, the Anglo-
Dutch multinational Shell has caused ma

jor pollution in the Niger delta during its
38 years of dialling for oil. Ogoni people
and other indigenous communities have
endured hundreds of oil spills annually, as
well as massive flaring Prom the extraction
operations. The typical village in this
former British colony still lacks working
roads, electricity, running water, schoob,
and medical facilities. Meanwhile, thou
sands of the indigenous peoples of the
Niger delta have been massacred by the
army and police throughout thb oil drill
ing region,'

After London's Observer newspaper
published copies of the transaction docu
ments, Shell admitted supplying the Nige
rian military government with arms. In a
May 12. 1994 internal memo. Major Paul
Okuntimo of the Rivers State Internal Se
curity Task Force, a spedal military agency,
wrote; "Shell operations are impossible un
less ruthless militaiy operations are under
taken for smooth economic activities to
c o m m e n c e . " '

Ten days later. Ogoni leader Ken Saro-
Wiwa was arrested; less than six months
later he and eight others who had protested
government policies were executed.

In December 1995, Humaniiex Nigena
Unuied, an arms dealer, sued Shell for $ 1.2
million for breach of contract to upgrade
weapons for the Nigerian military, where
upon Shell admitted to having purchased
107 Berctta pistobon behalfof the military
15 years previously'

In Apnl 1997. four fomter Shell staff
members anonymously provided Steve
Kretrmann of Project Underground with
mlomunon about the existence of three

Shell armories at Bonny, Warn,
and Port Harcoun. "located
within the police stations or
ofhccs attached to the relevant
Shell premises" llial contained
Berctta pistob, 'pump action
shotguns, automatic rifles and
revolvers."*

Shell admits that the com
pany ditvctly employs an elite
dctachmcniof Nigenan police
personnel known as Shell po
lice. Former members of this
force told Krelzmann about
the existence of a special
"strike force" to intimidate and
harass peaceful protestors wnili
tear gas and gunshots.'

I n d o n e s i a
In Indonesia, a US company,

Freepon McMoRan of New
Orieans, was the first major foreign inves
tor in that country after the current dicta
tor Suharto came to power in the mid-
1960s. Currently, according to the com
pany, Freefwrt has 'coniracis of work" with
the Indonesian government to protect a
copper and gold mine in Irian Jaya. Corpo
rate docutnerUs confirm that its operations
dump mote than 110.000 tons of mining

W i

"Shell operations are Impossible
unless ruthless military
operations are undertaken for
smooth economic activities to
commence. — Nigmnn milUary agency

waste into local nvers every day. The pol
lution and heaty sedimentation caused by
the dumping of thb waste have destroyed
local forests along the river banks. When
the populace protests the devastation and
lack of compensation. Indonesian troops in
the region around the mine routinely move
m to crack down on the troublemakers,
The latest incident occurred in August
1997" despite Indonesian inbun-ib early
last year that found local army personnel

guilty of killing several local people and
sentenced them to prison. Human rights
groups estimate that the army has killed
some 2,000 people in the region in the two
decades that the company has mined for
copper and gold there.^

Acconiing to a repon prepared by the lo
cal Catholic bishop, people from three
churches in the villages of Aiwanop, Band.

and Waa held a peaceful
demonstTKion on Chnsi-
mas Day 1994, protest
ing the mine in \\aa. Af
ter a prayer ceremony, a

group of 15 people left
to go to Tembagapura
(the Freepon company
town) but was arrested
by a group of soldiers
from a local battalion
who accused them of

being GPK (security db-
tutbing gan^ rebeb.One of the 15 told the bbhop chat they

were all beaten and locked in a Freepon
shipping container on Chiisimas moming-
For four hours, "the 15 of us were beaten
with sticks and rifle butts and were kicked
with boots by the troops....They stopped
us stark naked and took our belongings such
as lieads and money," said the eyewitness

The group was released from the con
tainer and escorted by soldiers onto J
Frecport tomixiny bus heading to the low-
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CORPORATE RIDDER
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In Colombia (above), and an increasing number
ot nations, energy corporations are cutting deals
to train and deploy national soldiers to protect
private assets.

land towTi ofTimika. One of the group —
Wendt Tabuni, a 23-year-old man from
Timika — "tried to jump out of the win
dow but one soldier quickly jumped up
and stabbed him in the belly with his bayo
net ...[but hel still jumped out of the win
dow and ran away.* said the eyewitness.
"The bus stopped at once and a number of
soldiers jumped down and without warn
ing shot Wcndi in the head. The soldiers
took his body and threw it in a ra\ine near
Mile 56." he added.

The other H were taken to the Freeport
workshop in Koperakopa at about two
o'clock in the afternoon where "we were
beaten and tortured one by one by the sol
diers." With their eyes taped shut, three
people — Yoel Kogoya. 27. Peregamus
VShlrer, 28. and EUasJUro-a, also 28 — "\vere
tortured by being beaten with sticks on the
neck from behind, left, right and from the
front, till their necks were broken and ihey
died," says a survivor.

The following day. Yunus Omabak, a
33-year-old Amungmc tribal chief from

was summoned to a military post in
Icnibag.i|)ura. together with three other el
ders front his tribe, to report on the reli-
gioits service Omabak saj-s he w;is jiut in

Freeport bus number 404 and
taken to a Freeport "security
cell." There, soldiers accused
them of raising an Oiganisasi
Papua Merdeka (Free Papua
Movement) flag at the Christ
mas day protest and supplying
tltc rebels with rice and ciga
rettes. 'jTJhey hit me over the
head with a big stone till blood
streamed over my body They
put an iron bar in the hollow
of my knees and forced me to
squat and lean against a chest
for hours. I was screaming in
pain," he said."

B u r m a a n d I n d i a
I o In Burma, the military forces

local people into unpaid ser
vice for Unocal and Total, two
oil companies from California
and France respectively These
companies set up a joint ven
ture with Myanmar Oil and
Gas Enterprise (moge), which
is controlled by the State Law

and Order Restoration Council (SliDRC). the
military government ofBurma. Unocal, To
tal and MOGE arc working together to build
a S1.2 billion 40-mile-long pipeline that
will deliver natural gas from the Yandana
gas field in the Andaman Sea to an electric
power plant in Thailand. Officials fitimthe
govemment-in-exile say that the Burmese
army has rounded up villagers to build the
railway, roads, airports, and other facilities.
No official figures e-xist, but some observ
ers estimate that 500,000 people provide
unpaid, forced labor on any ̂ ven day. The
situation is arguably worse than in Nigeria
and Indonesia because not only does the
army provide protection for the mineral
multinauoruls, but additionally, it can force
the local community to provide din-cheap
or slave labor.

That's not all. "People in the region
where that gas pipeline will be constructed
have been relocated to areas where they
have no means of earning a living. Villages
that have existed for decades have been
burned and destroyed," says Sein Win. the
leader of the govemment-in-exile.'

In India, a far more democratic country
than Burma, Nigeria, or Indonesia, armies
have recently become available to multina

tional corporaiions for a pittance. Thisjanu-
ary, following a series of major protests,
Enron, a natural gas muliinaiional from
Texas, reportedly paid policemen about
$3.50 a day for a battalion to gu.itd a power
plam currently under construction. Since
then. Amnesty International has recorded
several incidents of police violence."

The Cold War kept national armies
throughout the Third World well supplied
with weapons as the superpowers vied for
control of almost every country on the
planet. With the new international configu
ration comes a new — or perhaps only
more overt — function and source of fund

ing for the world's militaries: to protect
multinational mineral industries from the
wrath of the local people. *

Nigerian pro-democracy groups protest
outside Shell's DC headquarters.

1. Stere Krclunann & Shannon Wrisht, ■Shell Indepen
dent Annual Keport," l"rojitl I'mkrtBvund 4 Rainforest
Action Netu^ork 1997.
2. Faul Ukuntimo, *Lavr and Order in OgoiU etc,' nemo
fromilicfhalroflnlenulSecuritv.May 12,1891
3. Cameron Duodu, "Shell .Ailmiu Imtwitlng Guns For .Nh
foriaii Police," Obsfner (London), Jan. 2S, 1996.
4. Kretzmann, op. riL
6. Ibid.
6. "Irian tribal eluh In Indonesia leaves tm> dead."
Reuters, Aug. 22,1997.
7. ■Freeport In Indonesia," Project I'ndetground
Faitiheet, April 1997.
H. "Tfoulile at Freeport," Australian CouncU for Ovenev
AM. April 1995.
0. Interview, October 1996.
10. CharubaLi.Aniiunekii'Exceu Power Amnesty Indk-ls
Mdiarashlr.i tor rifihLs vleUrionsot IkibhoL" Outlook (New
Delhi), .August 6,1997.
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E x e c u t i v e O u t c o m e s

EO head Ecben Barlow recently told a South Africanreponcr that "War and anarchy will reign in Africa
because it has been exploited by people making promises.
The Cold War left a huge vacuum and I identified a niche in
the market — we are selling the business of surviving.''
Barlow is a former commander of the notorious 32 Buffalo
Battalion of the South African special forces under the
apartheid regime. This espionage unit, formed by South
African military intelligence, specialized in disinformation
and assassination. It targeted enemies of the apartheid state
and was deployed alon̂ ide the UNlTA rebels to fight the
Marxist MPLA Angobn government. Barlow was also a
member of the South Africa Directorate of Covert Collection
and the Qvil Cooperadon Bureau (CCB), for which he ran
pro-apanheid operations in England in 1988, according to
Jeff Moag of the National Security Ne%vs Service. The CCB
sent Barlow to Western Europe, where he purportedly spread
disinformation about Nelson Mandela's African National
Congress and sec up front companies to evade sanctions and
sell South African weapons abroad.'

Barlow set up EO in 1989 in Pretoria but a recent spate of
unbTOrablc publicity and parliamentary attendon has
apparently convinced him to move the nerve center of his
openiions to London. The company emplo>3 old Buffalo and
CCB hands as well as Angolan, Namibian, and African
National Congress veterans.

The company conducted its first known operation in
Angola in 1993 where the mercenaries used their first-hand
knowledge of UNlTA to rout their former allies. Angola is
possibly where Barlow met former SAS officer Buckin^m,
who is now believed to have ultimate control over EO and
the complex web of some 80 companies involved in busi
nesses ranging from landmine removal to water purification-

Some of its more notable affiliates are Sandline Interna
tional. which ran the disastrous PNG operation, and Saracen
International, which is partly owned by relatives of Ugandan
leader Yoweri Museveni. Saracen runs security for gold mines
as well as operations against rebels in that country. Other
affiliates like Shibaia, Ltd. arc believed to have operations in
Mozambique, while Falconer Systems apparently doe
business with the United Nadons.'

Buckin̂ mb own businesses include Branch Energy,
Branch Mining, and Heritage Oil and Gas — a group of mining
and oil companies wuh concessions in Angola. Colombia, and
Sierra Leone. Branch Enei®', whose Sierra Leone operadons
are pan-owned by EO, recently merged operations with
Carson Gold. This mining company, established by Roben
Fricdland, then became DiamondVVorks, based in Vancou\er,
Canada. DiamondWorks is now prospecting for minerals in
China, the Philippines, and Vetteruela. Company documents
published on its Internet site show that two men from Branch
Energy —Buckingham and Michael Grunberg — were
appointed to the board of DiamondWorks when it set upoffices last October. Also sitting on this board are Eric
Fncdbnd. Myron Goldstein, and Bcwcrly Downing, the brother
and iwo close associates of Rolren Fricdland."

Mercenary Portraits
Defense Systems LlmilBd
Set UP in 1981 by Alastair Morrison, a former SAS officer.DSL now employs 4,000 people from 30 nations. Its most
lucrative business is providing security for oil and mtntng
companies including Broken Hill Proprietary Petroleum of
Australia- BP, Shell, and British Gas of the United Kingdom;
Amoco CheUn, Ex.xon. Mobil, and Texaco of the US;
Cambior and Ranger of Canada; and De Beers of South Africa.

No stranger to counterinsurgenc>' training, DSL has
provided security forces in Sri Lanka, Papua New Guinea, and
Mozambique. U also contracts to embassies in countries torn
by civil war such as the Democratic Republic of Congo
(formerly Zaire), wheie DSL officers guarded the US. South
African, and Swiss embassies; and in Angola, where the
compaiiy guarded the British, Italian, South African, Swedish,
and US embassies. Retired British army Maj. Gen. Stephen
Carr-Smith says that DSL provides services in "about 30 or so
different countries around the world. They are always the
dodgy type of countries, the remote, and the hostile — Ajigola,
Mozambique. Colombia. Algeria, die former Soviet Union.
Those sorts of countries where life is a bit tough at this stage.''

Military Professional Resources Inc.
This Virginia-based company was founded in 1987 byretired Army Gen. Vernon Lewis. It is currently run by
former high-ranking military figures, including Gen. Carl
Vuono, US Army Chief of Staff during the invasion of Panama
and the Gulf War, Gen, Ed Soyster, former head of the Defense
Intelligence Agency, and Gen. Frederick Kroesen, former
commander of the US Army in Europe. Describing itself as
"the greatest corporate asscmbbge of militaiy expetrise in the
world," it boasts a "business focus on military matters to
include training, equipping, force design and management,
professional development, concepts and doctrine, orgmiza-
tional and operational requirements, situational and war
gaming operations, humanitarian assistance, quick reaction
military contractual support, and democracy transitionassistance programs for the military forces of emerging
republics...[and) could be a fun and productive place to work."*

Mpri was hired in 1995 to train the Croatian army, which
went on to launch a series of bloody offensives against Serbbn
forces. Most important was Operation Lightning Storm, the
assault on the Ifrajina region during which Serbian vilbges
were sacked and burned, hundreds of civilians were killed,

d̂ some 170,000 people were driven from their homes. Inthe weeks before the offensive. Gen. Vuono held at least ten
meetings with officers involved in the campaign including
Gen. Varimar Cervenko, the chief architect.' Mpri has also
worlred for the Bosnian and Liberian governments and made a
failed attempt to win US contracts in Zaire. ■
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Meanwhile," the Upper Cuango dia

mond concession in UNiTA-hcld territorv
h;ts been .aw.ardcd by the government to
the Dutch-based International Defense and
Security (iDAS). another mercenar)' army,
which iias turned over the exploration con
tracts to a company controlled by Jean-
Rayanond BouUe.*'

The government has also begun talks
with UNlTA to convince it to sign a com
bined peace and diamond trading agree
ment (the Angolan diamond trade is esti
mated to be worth SI billion a year). In
mid-May to convince the rebels to do busi
ness, the Angobn army launched a new
offensive in Lunda None, capturing several
towns and vilbgcs in UNtTA-held ierrilor>'.
By July, some 8.000 people had been
f o r c e d t o fl e e t h e i r h o m e s . E l i s a b e t h

Rasmusson of the United Nations Depart
ment of Humanilanan Assistance, warns;
"We have got to get some help to these
people very soon or a lot of these people
arc going to stan dying.""

The decision of Angola to rely upon a
mercenary army raises important ques
tions for developing nations at the end of
the cold war. Without Cuban and So\iet
military suppon — and with the US un
willing to lend military assistance — how
should a country such as Angola defeat an
outlawed Cold War relic such as umta?
Developing countries are faced with a di
lemma. A conventional standing army di
verts tremendous resources from civilian
needs, hinders development, and increases
the risk of coups by military officers. On
the other hand, resorting to mercenary
armies in time of crisis risks encounicnng
a wealthier adversary who can bid for a
larger force. The increasing cost of amis ex
penditures and the permanence of armies
for hire are forcing such choices on already
beleaguered nations.

S i e n a L e o n e
This West African country was set up by
former slaves from Nova Scotia in the iSih
century and became part of the British
empire until its independence in 1961. EG
touts Sierra Leone as an example of success
after an EG mercenary force stopped the
civil war, forced out the miliiary dicuior-
ship. and installed a govemmem that held
elections. EO^ claim crumbled earlier this
year when the new government was ousted
as soon as the merccnancs left.

24. Banoby lliiilip^ 'I'niu pfvs.v.'d tu cut deal on dia-
Bwndi" finauaal TTma (I,ondoii), June 12,1997.
2B. Landu liUlvnSa. *lniaablUt.v Drh-ts kUny rmoi ihelr
liomM," Inter Pras SmK*, July 23,1M7.
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Some of the 6,500 Zalrlan refugees sheltered in a former railway station. While
US-backed dictator Mobutu and foreign corporations looted the country's

mineral wealth, the population suffered war and extreme privation.

Until recently, one of Sierra Leone's big
gest single sources of income — the tita
nium ore mine run by Ohio-based Sierra
Ruiile — was shut down by rebels in Janu
ary 1995. The company responded b)- call
ing in the Gurkha Security Guards, a com
pany led by Robert MacKenzie, son-in-
law of the late CIA deputy director Ray
Cline." MacKenzie was killed in an am
bush and the Gurkhas — abiding by the
terms of their contract — refused to take
offens ive ac t ion .

26. Kubin, ".Vn eiL; and Moa^. t^i. ril

A few months later, in April, Sierra
Ruule teamed up with Branch Energy to
bnng EG to the country with the blessing
of Valentine Sirasser, the military mler of
the country, in return, the mercenaries
were guaranteed SI .5 million a month in
profits from diamond mines in Kono, the
eastern part of the countr)", near the bor
der with Guinea. Once in the country. EG
employed traditional Sierra Leonian hunt
ers as scouts and brought in two of apart
heid-era South Afne.a"s most highly deco
rated air force pilots. When the pilots told



the Sierra Leone military commander that
ihcy were having difTicuIty distinguishing
between the rebels and civilians camped
under the impenetrable canopy of vines
and trees, the reply was, "Kill everybody."
So they did."

By June 1995. the rebels and renegade
soldiers had scattered into the hills and all
that remained in Kono's towns were dogs
and vultures feeding off the corpses strewn
about the streets. In February and March
1996, less than a year after the mercenar
ies landed. Sierra Leone went to the polls
for the hrsi presidential elections in 26
years. The new government lasted a year
until, under pressure from the International
Monetary Fund, it terminated the EO con
tract and was promptly ovcnhrovvii in a
coup. To make matters worse, a Nigerian
peacekeeping force has started air strikes
against the new military govemmem.

The human rights situation continued
to deteriorate, with reports of an increase
in armed robberies and dozens of sum
mary executions in July. Also, the World
Food Program alleges that the army has
started "systematic and violent looting of
re l i e f f ood . " "

Meanwhile. Sierra Rutile has raised SIO
million in new funds from Jean-Raymond
Boulle and has applied for a new S17 mil
lion loan from the World Bank, ostensibly
to expand the mine. The loan proposal has
been condemned by Friends of the Earth,
which says that the company has violated
Bank resettlement and environmental
guidelines." And in late July. Spicer flew to
meet with investors in Vancouver. Canada,
to discuss "strategy, lo^tics and training"
to 'convert 40,000 militia into an effective
fighting force" in Siena Leone."

Democ ia t i c Repub l i c
of Congo

This Central African cotmiry, a former Bel
gian colony, and then Zaire, was ruled by-
Mobutu Sese Seko. who took over the
country in 1965 after the five years of bit
ter civil war that followed independence.
Mobutu, one of the most brutal dicutors
of our lime, was supported for decades by
the CIA until his government fell to
Laurent Kabila earlier this year.

jean-Raymond Boulle pulled off one of
the most spectacular mineral deals of the

27. BuUji, "An umj.'op. eil
28. VfMs Diisjh, "Junta Inleriffes ulth Food BeiW,"
inter Press ScfviM, July 29,1887.
29. KanuraSuIlay, "Mined Ouv' Friends of the Earth Eng
land. U'aia & Sorthern Ireland, April 1997.
30. Allan RobUuon, Kuen Ikmtetl, and ktadrllne Urohan,
'Mercenaries eye Sierra Leone," debt and i/ail
(Toronto), Aug 1,1997.

year this March when his companyAmerica Mineral Fields — signed a $1 bil
lion agreement with Kabilak rebel troops to
develop a zinc mine at Kipushi. a cobalt
extraction operation in Kolweri. and cut a
deal CO sell diamonds in the mineral-rich
eastern province of Shaba. As part of the
agreement, he lent Kabila a leased jet."

Within weeks. Kabila, apparently-
backed by Angolan. Rwandan, and Ugan
dan troops and support, routed Mobutu
Sese Seko and ended his 32-year rule. Re
cent reports from South Africa show that
Mobutu turned down two offers of help —
from EO of South Africa and Military Pro
fessional Resources Incorporated — for
lack of funds in the crucial last days of
b a t t l e . "

Boulle started his career as a diamond
buyer for De Beers, the South African dia
mond moguls, in Zaire in the late 1960s,
just after US-financed South African mer
cenaries helped defeat another mercenary-
backed government led by Moise Tshombe
of Shaba, and installed Mobutu. Ironically,
his new deal with Kabila, who abo haib
from Shaba, beat hb old employer. De
Beers, to the punch.

Alibough Kabila was hailed as a con
quering hero, his past belies that image. He
has been accused of ninning brotheb, drug-
trafficking and kidnaping." The Eabembe
people Kabila roled in the late 1960s ac
cuse him of burning alive at the stake chose
he suspected of betraying him or of using
witchcraft. Kabila also forced the Babembe
to mine gold to fund his planned revolu-
tioa Today the UN is attempting to inves
tigate allegations that Kabila's troops mas
sacred 400,000 Rwandan Hutu refugees in
the forests of eastern Zaire.

Papua New Guinea
The eastern half of the South Pacific island
of New Guinea. Papua New Guinea (PNG),
was a British and German colony and then
an Australian proteaorace until 1975, That
year, both PNG and the outlying island of
Bougainville, some 500 miles nonheasi of
the capual. Port Moresby; declared inde
pendence. PNG quickly took over Bougain
ville, where an Australian company; CRA,
had begun to mine copper in 1972.

In 1989, local landowners shut down
the Panguna mine to protest the environ
mental destruction it caused and to de
mand independence. This February, the
at. Muiu "Scramble on for riches in Kablla-»
Cdngo," Beuters, ̂  28,1997.
S2. Peu Thomjttoll, "Mobutu couMnt elfortl SA mwe-
luriesi'JfsilAGuunftaii. July 18,1997.
SS.ChrijUcOre4l,"Anû con>«rfK*bUaViwji 'Haili Ouardua. Sliy 22, 1997-

PNG government — which had received
about 44 percent of its revenue from the
mine — paid Sandlinc International $36
million to rout the Bougainvilleans. Prime
Minister Sir Julius Chan allegedly tried to
pay for the contract by illegally trading in
ihc near-defunct Bougainville Copper Ltd.
on the Australian Stock Exchange,

In early March, Chan sacked the military
commander. Brigadier Gen. Jerry Singatok,
for denouncing the contract with Sandline
and arguing that the money would be bet-
ter spent on his own troops, who were des
perately underpaid and ill-equipped. Riots
ensued after soldiers loyal to Singarok led
protests and were joined by at least 2,000civilians. The soldiers arrest̂  and deported
a number of the mercenaries, sparking a
popular deimnd for Chan to resign — al
though he recently returned to power after
a lengthy public inquiry. At the hearings
that followed disclosure of the contract.
Sandline operative Timothy Spicer re
vealed one aspect of the mercenaries" cam
paign. "Operation Oyster" was to wage a
psychological campaign against the
Bougainvilleans with the help of a light air
craft. "It has a tape recorder and a speaker
system that is an incredibly powerful sys
tem and can broadcast from the aircraft to
the ground," he said. Singarok testified that
PNG's commitment to paying Sandline
S120 million a year would have caused the
Panguna mine to be effectively mortgaged
to the merceruries until the army revolt
scotched the whole operation.'*

Sudan and Dganda
Neither of these former British posses
sions — unlike Angola and Zaire — was
targeted for more than routine US interfer
ence. Both of these East African countries
have had significant Internal problems.
Sudan has only had 11 years of peace since
independence in 1956 and is currently
controlled by a fundamentalist Islamic dic
tatorship. Uganda has suffered two dicta
tors and is now ruled by the autocratic
Yoweri Musevreni.

In the Sudan, Aralds, a small, new Ca
nadian oil company, recently finalized a
billion dollar agreement to exploit the Al-
Muglad Rift Basin on the seam line be
tween the Arab Nonh and the black Afri
can South. In the last nine months, Arakis
and the government have worked hand in
hand in a relationship that "is self-cvidently
symbiotic," writes Martin Cohn. the
Toronto Star's Middle East reporter, who

SI. Paul RutBnI. "Mefctmries planned pathologicit trtlMi
«»una PNO rebeb,'Ario Puise (Slngajxire), ̂ ril 7,1997.
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recently visited the drilling site. "The oil
camp opens its doors to military men as
well as nomads. Arakis services broken
miliiaiy trucks, provides electricity lines to
their barracks and even pipes in water to
army camps," he adds.̂ ^

The Dinka and Nuer, the two major
ethnic groups in the south, are refusing
to cooperate with the project, as is the
National Democratic Alliance. This coa
lition unites all the Northern and South-
em military groups fighting the govern
ment that has ruled since 1989. Amnesty
I n t e r n a t i o n a l h a s c o n d e m n e d t h e
Khartoum military dictatorship for its
massive human rights abuses, including
the deliberate and arbitrary killings of
villagers, the abduction of scores of chil
dren, and torture of suspected govern
ment opponents.'*

The situation has worsened in the last
few months as fighting has increased. The
rebels, led by John Garang, have advanced
into the eastern provinces, through which
Arakis' 940-mile-long pipeline to Port
Sudan is due to be laid. The rebels allege
that Arakis has hired white South African
mercenaries to protect its new project."

The concession is expected to bring in
annual revenues of SI billion, or a tenth of
Sudan's present gross national product.
Initially, Arakis' main potential partner in
t h e v e n t u r e w a s O c c i d e n t a l P e t r o l e u m .

This California company won a special ex
emption from the Clinton administration
to do business in Sudan, despite an eco
nomic embargo placed on the country for
its sponsorship of terrorism. Although
Khartoum vetoed Occidental's participa
tion late last year, the US company's influ
ence is still fell throu^ its close association
with Arakis. On July 30. James Taylor, then
Occidental's executive vice president for in
ternational exploration, joined the Arakis
board. The prcrious week, Arakis had ap
pointed a new pipeline manager named
Darid Hunter, who used to work for Oc
c iden ta l .

On the other side of the border in
northern Uganda, General Kaleb Akand-
wanaho, beiicr known as Salim Saleh. half-
b r o t h e r o f a u t o c r a t i c r u l e r Yo w e r i
Museveni, who has close economic tics to
mercenary ventures. He owns shares in
Buckingham's Branch Mining, which in
turn has shares in a joint \-enture to explore

3S. iilutinlUKKGjIm.'OilliMtthcU'hreburRrxtiluUun,*
A(nl2U, INT.
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Suilan,' IhUJbiU S Tbi'Uayi, Brojn'i {inlerxround, Der-
kele>-,CA,Aug7,lW7.
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for gold in Kidepo na- !
lional park. Saleh, who is
currently in charge of the
fight against Ugandan ®
anil-government rebels in
the north of the country,
also controls 45 percent of
Saracen Uganda, a subsid
iary of EO- Saracen, which
is based in South Africa,
also employs Craig Wil
liamson, a former spy who
has admitted killing people
in southern Angola with a
parcel bomb.'*

C o l o m b i a
Colombia has spent the
last few decades in a state
of semi-ciW! war with left
ist guerrilla groups. A ma
jor source of violence is the
thriving cocaine trade,
which forms a key com
ponent of the national
economy and employs
powerful paramilitary
death squads.

British Petroleum and ''.y:
its partners last year
signed a three-year, $60
million agreement with
Colombia's Ministry of
Defense, under which the
army agreed to supply a
battalion of 150 officers and 300 soldiers,
including an elite mobile unit, to monitor
construction of a 550-miie-long pipeline to
the Caribbean coast.

The Colombian army recently intro
duced a US-designed counterinsurgency
strategy of dirty war, known locally as
"quitaric agua al pcz' or draining the fish
tank. The phrase comes from the counier-
insurgenc)' straieg>- of draining the "sea" to
kill the "fish." Ittstead of fighting the guer
rillas. then, the army and pro-govemmeni
paramilitary death squads target people
they consider sympathizers. These same
army officials arc currently under investi
gation for human rî is abuses and alleged
involvement in the death of six peasant
leaders who protested the oil giant."

In addition, last April BP signed a re
ported 55 million contract with ponal.
the Colombian National Police, to create

38. ■Slcnrnari<« A KrlQ'an ConMcltonr JTu Eeonomie
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and dispatch a unit of police to protect
company rigs. In 1996 alone, the Colom
bian ombudsman received 169 reports of
police involvement in murder, disappear
ances, and threats. Wearing Colombian
police uniforms, a BP team of DSL sol
diers has been secretly training the na
tional police at the rig sites. The course
includes counterguerrilia tactics, such as
lethal weapons handling, sniper fire, and
close quarter combat. Amnesty Interna
tional researcher Susan Lee charges that;
"Given the well-documented role of the
police in human rights abuses and the
lack of accountability and controls on the
Colombian amied forces — BP practices
are extremely dangerous and certainly
open to abuse."*'

The Amnesty report abo deialb envi
ronmental damage caused by BP The '
company's oil exploration has dLW-astated a
protected forest, pdiuted a river, and dam
aged several bridges and the only road lo
cal people can use to transport their prod
ucts to market. •
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SEARCHING THE OFFICIAL US FILES

MexlcO|1956. First photo of Fidel Castro and Che Guevara together, at the end of a prison term.

by Michael Steven Smith and Michael Ratner

W'hcii the iniemaiional team offorensic scientists saw thai
one of the sewn skeletons they

had just unearthed had no hands, they
knew they had finally found the grave of
Ernesto "Che* Guevara. Thirty years be
fore. a group of Bolivian soldiers and a CIA
agent had executed the guenilla leader and
his comrades as (hey were trying to stir
revoluiion in the Bolivian countryside. But
before Che was buried near the edge of the
itiehaclSieMgiSmtibiiiwtoraeyin.NeiTyorkwhohasteitifiwj on human rî  isaes before tommiitees of the
Lrated Nalions and the L^Congrets. Ml,*..; Bamer is
anifltefnationalhttraanrigttslanyerandfonncfdlfeeujrofUUgaiion at ihe Center Sw CoiBtitulional Bights. They
11* ofCV Guerara axdtktFBkVu US. Po-
Wieof Dassifr on Ike latin Anmraii *rroto/iimafv
(Melbouttie, Aust lalta; Ocean Ihess, llKrT).

military airstrip in Vallcgrande, his hands
were cut off and his prints sent to CIA
headquarters in Langley. Virginia. WithChe confirmed dead, the agency closed
"one of the thickest [files] In the CLfe glo
bal records."' Ever since, Bolivian authori
ties had kept the grave site a state secret
and 28 years after his murder, when Boliv
ian Gen. Mario Salinas told journalist Jon
Lee Anderson where the bodies were bur
ied, the general was placed under house ar
rest. The Bolivians were trying to bury Cheb
legacy along with his body. It didn't work.
Che was nowhere, but he was everywhere,
still causing trouble and inspiring hope.
L Helflf Grosac, GenUemau Spy: Ike Lift ̂ Atim Uulla
(NwVorkiHgufihlouMifnin, I90<i),

'B5'

Given Che's long history of revolution
and Washinpon's anticommunism. it is not
surprising that the US was not only inter
ested in verifying Che's death, but had ac
tively helped track him down. The em
bodiment of the Cuban revolution, Che
had opposed US interveniiotis around the
world, from Guatemala to Vietnam to the
Congo.

But Chek last campaign in Bolivia was ill-
fated from the start. In Februaiy 1966. a
month after he arrived. Che broke with the
Bolivian Communist Party, noting in his di-
ar>- that "the pany is now taking up ideo
logical arms against us."- A month later.
2. Enwslo Che Gun'ani. TV Bolhiaa Diary t)f Ernesto
Oie Guerara {New Voriu Mhfinder, 19W).
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even before the small band saw combat, two
men defeaed and one sold the troopS loca
tion to the CIA. Immediately, the US sent
counterinsurgcncy aid: Washington de
ployed aerial infrared photographic
sensors — developed at the University of
Michigan — to detect human body heat;
the Pentagon set up a countcrinsurgency
camp in La Esperanza; and, while the CIA
advised the Bolivian government on siraiegj',
US Green Berets, fresh from Vietnam,
trained a unit of Bolivian Rangers. Soon,
Che^ troops were identified, isobted, and
increasingly depleted.

On October 8. 1967, less than a year
after Che began work in Bolivia, those
Rangers captured him and took him,
wounded but alive, to a schoolroom in La
Higuera near the Wliegrande military base.
A day later, a Bolivian soldier executed
Che on the orders of the military dictator
Rene Baniemos "in the presence of a Cu
ban-American officer for the Central Intel
ligence Agency."' All evidence points to a
direct role in the murder by the CIA.

S.ioTilM/inietso{i,CkeOuetaTn:ASevoiutionaTj/Ltfe(Sew York: Grove Pr̂  1997).

One agent who boasts of taking pan.
Felix Rodriguez, served the CIA in Cuba
(where he authorized an attack on a Span
ish freighter. Wiling three people), Vietnam,
Argentina, and El Salvador.* During the
Iran-Contni affair, he became a public fig
ure where, as an aide to George Bush, he
did his pan to subvcn the US Constitution.
Rodriguez' home in Miami, where he re
tired on taxpayers' money, features a son of
museum displaying guns and rifles, a
plaque from the US government thanking
him for services rendered, and a bra in a
glass case which he claims to have taken
from Nidia Diaz, a comandante he cap
tured in El Salvador. Another trophy is
CheS watch, intended for the rebel's son.

4. Andenon,o]x ciY, p. 611. In P«Ux Rodriguez' account,
the BolhranmUilaijtfdeRdChe'aeiecution, but he could
have counlmnandedlhe «dec Uedid not, Rodriguez (aka
Max Gdmez) told Ando^on, because yean before, Hdcl
Castro had been captured by Batista and not killed. This,
Rodrlguezthought,wasaml5(ake. The account of investi
gative reporter Michele Ray, who traveled to Bolivia in-
mediatê  after Che's death and interviewed key people,
is tnth iMereDt and convincing. Sie contends that the
CIA ordered the execution and asserts that Edward
Gonzales, also a CIA ofllcer, was present in La Higuera
when Che was assassinated. ("In Ĉ  Blood: How the CIA
Executed Che Guevaia,''£iznip8r^ Feb. 1968.)

Bolivian army displays Che's body shortly after his assassination.

Rodriguez' eyewitness account, and a
copy of Che's fingerprinis — flown quickly
to Washington by a Bolivian minister —
confirmed the execution.' The US govern
ment breathed a huge sigh of relief. \Mtsh-
ington had been terrified that he would
spread the Cuban example and ignite "one.
two, three Vietnams" among the impover
ished peoples of Latin America.

T h a F i l e s
Convinced that Chels defeat was crucial to
US political and economic control of the
region, both the CIA and f^I e.Ktensively
documented his actlvicies.* In the 1950s,
when the files began in Guatemala, a lict-
motif of the investigations was: "Is he a
communist?" A few years later, when Che
headed Column IV (there were actually
only two columns), the CIA sent a spy —
posing as a journalist — into Che's Sierra
Maestra camp. He reported back that.

Despite "Che's" undoubted hostility to
the US and despite his embracing of
the Conununist line concerning Guate
mala and Hungary [deleted words] dif
ficult to believe that he is a Communist
in the sense of a dedicated Party mem
ber and revolutionaty, and conspirator.
One reason is that he does not talk

consistently like an intellectually disci
plined Communist. ... He does not
have the jargon, the usual phrases, the
pat and stock answers which character
ize the real Communist . Furthermore
"Che" is such an mdividuaiisi and ro
mantic that he doesn't sound like an

"organization man' at all.

"Of course," the spy adds cautiously, "this
could be nothing but camouflage."'

But when Che — an Argentine physi
cian from an upper-class, somewhat Bohe
mian family — arrived in Guatemala, his
politics were relatively unformed. A brief
st int as a merchant marine and f t is travels

through South America by motorcycle, had
made him painfully aware of the dismal
conditions cndui^d by most people on the
comineni. After visiting the copper mines
in Chile and the tin mines in Bolivia, he
commented with charaaeristically caustic
wit that the Yankees had taken everything
and left to the native people "only an ox."*

In 1954,11 months after Che went to
Guatemala, the CIA overthrew Jacobo

S. Perhaps, planning for the fiitiue. a Jan. 14,1964 docu
ment from FBI beadquarten had requested a nore re
cent cop)' of C he's flngf iprincs. See Rainer and Smith, op.
tiL, p, iI3, and Anderson, cit
8. Ratncr and Smith, op. nL, p 119.
7. Hatner and Smith. "CIA document, Feb 13,1968," cp
rzL, p. 25.
8. Anderson, opal
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Arbenz and doomed Guatemala to more
than 40 years of murderous despotism.
Arbenz' reformist administration had been
stepping on corporate Amencâ  toes by
nationalizing some of the vast land hold
ings of the United Fruit Company. Wash
ington had recruited Castillo Armas, an ex-
army colonel and furniture salesman, as
Arbenz' replacement, and supplied him
with arms and training in neighbonng
Nicaragua. When Armas' troops took over.
Che, radicalized by the siruĝ e to defeat
the CIA coup, fled to Mexico.'

He broû t with him three tenets and
a new wife. After watching the failure of re
form in Guatemala, he concluded that 1)
monopoly land holdings had to be broken
up and given to the peasants who work
them. 2) the population had to be anned to
defend its conquest, and 3) the old rulmg

9. *Soninz Ihnwili th« iitUvis of the tiUtn Aibeni re-
piBf In Guatftuii Cily a (cw wcfts alter th« 119St I coup,
[CIA «ffidil| Dnid Atke PhUUps came across a single
(brat cdpi{irfab)iHa2&sear.oUArBeiitioe|dQddan who
had trrivtd in um the piTrious Januai)'to study Biedica]
can aniid social moluUon Should •« Stan a on this
cfieT hb assUtanladwL He young doctoc it aeetmd, had
iriRl to o^utite a Ust.<tiU;h resisiance iv .Arbenz k̂ -
bu; thco be wught refuge in the Argentine Embaay, eien-
tmlly moling on to Mexico.'I goes ne'd better hsiv a lUecn Mn.' PhiOips retriirat' (Pmy Umsm.op. n't, p. 283.)

repressive apparatus
h a d t o b e e l i m i
nated. His wife Hilda

Gadea, a Peruvian
radical more experi
enced and politi
cally advanced than
he, helped educate
him. Their daughter, Hildita, was born
soon after their escape to Mexico.

Che soon shared his hard-won tenets with
"... 3)uung man. inteliigent, very sure of him
self. and of cxtiaordinar)' auckdiy I think
there is a mutual sympathy between us.""'
Chcb new comrade, to whom he was intro
duced by Cuban friends he met in Guate
mala. was Fidel Castro. They went out for
dinner and after talking for hours, Fidel in
vited Che to join his guenilla movement. Che
accepted on the spot The only other mem
ber then was Raul Castro, FidelS yoimger
brother. Che described his decision:

The truth is that after the experiences of
my wanderings across all of Latin
Amenca and, to lop u oQ. in Guatemala,
It didn) take much to inciie me to join

10. nom Che Gnsao, Itoip dfin CbrntuhMe (A fttfveps
Dluy), unpubUihed, cited tn Andersen, op. rti, p. 175.
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Blsys «;tb a tot er tat, and tbm eaadan out far hU Bamlns taa.
liastisas and aisltsra bc|la la.trrlrm abaat #i}0 a.o. HaailiuarUrs-bttSlMaaeay isfu;* fjea uias or BlliUrr aiaainiona w aaciA>i"> *® artttratlon
la cataa af -""--y traaaactlaa lavatvint Um |I i i ( i i ( j ' f tmeb* Sue*
Ms eoKxid it a baaa InsUUatUn. tba ptpar week It rwlatlaaly bst^
far a r asTcaant. la kSa aftameaai ba any ba naadad at a elwutsa
or aUltazy Mai. •ffanaaa Inaaltod cay nnca ttta saa«tMn| as light as
prafifHy liability to acaatMng as scrlaus as tnasca. ly atoalng ba la- -dy ta Ustaa t» aawa tvaadeasts ar chat with anas alaltara. Ha ratlras

at 9 a-s., whcc ba ll«hU hla carblda laap, wid s bu|a clear, and
u r i i c a a c t h t s b a a k < n J a a a t t W i n -

any revolution against a tyrant, but Fidel
Impressed me as an extraordinary man.
He faced and overaame the most impos.
sible things. He had an exceptional faith
m that octce he left for Cuba he would ar
rive. And that once he arrived, he would
fight. And thai hghting, he would win. I
shared his optimism ... lit was time io|
stopctyingand fight."

In an alliance that lasted all his life, Che
joined Castro and some 80 fighters on the
yacht Granma as it traveled from Mexico to
Cuba to be^n the revolution. Bui Fulgencio
Batista, forewarned of the invasion, am
bushed the boat when it landed. As the 12
who survived death and capture scrambled
to escape into the Sierra Maesira mountains.
Che made a split-second decision: He
grabbed a box of ammunition rather than a

11. letter bom Qw to lus painus, dtcd in Amlobon, 17^
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medical kit. After that, al
though he continued to
serve as troop ph)Stctan, he
jaid. "I am a vr-arrior, not a
doctor."'' And it \vas mantal
qualities he most valued, as
when he praised a woman
comrade with "unlimited
boldness and a contempt for
death,"''

A year before the revolu
tion. the spy who infiltrated
Chei Sierra Maestra camp
slept for a week In CheS tent.
He reported that Castro's
■henchman" has "no particu
lar mannerisms with the pos
sible c.xcepiion of his exuber
ance and his readiness to
bu^ He smiles readily and
is extremely personable." He
also smells and "is really
outstandingly and spectacu
larly dirty." He smokes long
cigars in the evening and
rcpilarly reads to his troops.
That week he was reading
B a u d e l a i r e . H e a l s o r e a d

them Charles Dickens, but not, according
to the informer, Karl Marx and other Com
munist authors. "He is pretty intellectual
for a Latino," the agent concluded."

As the fighting continued, Che took on
a complex and key role. He became
Castro's chief confidant as well as his de
facto military chief-of-stafT. Che's father,
brimming with admiration, told of a re
porter who wrote how busy Che was: "(He)

The CIA spy who infiltrated
the rebel camp posing as a
journalist reported that Che "is
pretty intellectual for a Latino."

had laid the bases for agrarian reform in the
Siena, built anarmsfaaor)'; mvcntcdaba-
zooka rifle; inaugurated the first bread fac
tory in the mounuins; built and equipped
a hospital... created the first school
and ... installed a radio transmitter called
Radio Rebelde ... and he still had time left
10 found a small newspaper to inform the

ItlUUwindSnUih.-CtAdociiroem.l'eli. W.Wo&Vp.
nz, p. a.
19. Andenon, op. dr
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rebel troops."" And to develop a relation
ship with Aleida March, who fought along
side of him. They later married and had
two sons and two daughters.

On January 1.1959, the July 26ih Move
ment achieved the near miraculous: Tfaving
grown to an army with tens of thousands of
supponers. it o%'erthrew the US-backed dic
tatorship Batista and his 50,000 US-sup
ported troops. When the revolutionaries

took Havana on January 8,
1959, Che was 30 years old
and a hero. A special law
granted him Cuban citizen
ship.

As head of the La Cabana
f o r t r e s s w h e r e t h e B a t i s t a

counterrevolut ionaries and
torturers were detained, Che
organized their trials. Ander
son describes him as scrupu

lous in keeping the proceedings objective.
But he was also unbending in meting out
nn-olutionary justice and some 600 Batista
supporters were found guilty and ex
e c u t e d .

Assessing Che
By 1961 the Cuban economy was in trouble;
the US was waging economic — and then ac
tual— warfare against its former nco-
colony. Washington's regret for not pre
venting the Cuban revolution from taking
18. Afldrnurcop. rit

power echoed that of Winston Churchill
when he reflected that, "we should have
strangled the Bolshe\ik bab)- in its crib."

Four months before the Puma del Este
conference of the Organization of Ameri
can States in August 1961, the US invasion
of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs had sharply in
creased tensions between Washington and
Havana. In a major speech at the confer
ence, Che, who led the Cuban delegation,
condemned President John F Kennedy's
new Alliance for Progress. Cuba. Che de
clared, would not "export revolution." but
"we do guarantee this conference ... that,
if urgent measures of social pre\'ention are
not taken, the example of Cuba will take
root in the people" of the Americas. US
representative Richard N. Goodwin, after
meeting with Che, reported that the Cu
ban had noted "on intrinsic Contradiction
in the Alianza — by encouraging the
forces of change and the desires of the
masses, we might set loose forces which
were beyond our control ending in a Cu
ban style revolution."

In the three memos Goodwin wrote to
Pn.*sidem Kennedy after the meeting, it was
clear that he liked and respected the Cu
ban. He described Che as "wearing green
fatigues, and his usual overgrown scraggly
beard. Behind his beard, his features were
quite soft, almost feminine, and his man
ner intense. He lias a good sense of humor
and there was considerable joking back
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The guerrillas pose In the Bolivian jungle. Che is fourth from the right with "Tuma'

and forth during the meeting." Che,
Goodwin reported, "wanted to thank us
for the [Bay of Pigs] invasion — that it
had been a great political victory for
(hem — enabled them to consol idate —
and transformed them from an aggrieved

little country to an equal. ... He spoke
calmly and in a straightforward manner,
and with the appearance of detachment
and objectivity. He left no doubt at any
lime that he felt completely free to speak
for his government and rarely distin
guished between his personal observa
tions and the official position of the Cu
ban government.'"'

Rumors of a Split
The fries on Che had continued to grow.
With the Cuban revolution, the CIA and
FBI had settled the question of whether
Che was a communist, and moved on to a
preoccupation with "What kind of a Com
munist is he?" Was he an tniemaiionalist

looking to support the spread of anii-capi-
talisi movements, or was he ullbng to go
along with the priilleged bureaucrats in the
Sonet Union who had, since the 1930s,
been willing to confme themselves to "so
cialism m one toutur)-"?

ifi-iHj; i>p siS'2a

4 2

Che's role at the 1961 OAS meeting
provided a partial answer and fueled ru
mors of tensions between Moscow and Ha
vana. Goodwin wrote Kennedy "that Cuba
is undergoing scvxrc economic stress, that
the Soviet Union is not prepared to undcr-
lake the brgc cffon necessary to get them
on their feet (a Brazilian told me. 'You don't
feed the bmb in the mouth of the lion"),
and that Cuba desires an understanding
with the US. ' "

Alihou^ Che had appnxiched Goodwin
looking for a modus vivendi for better rela
tions. the US representative suggested re-
jcatng the overture and continuing the US
policy of isobtion, propaganda, and eco
nomic warfare. These 1961 documents ar-
iicubte early on the essence of a US foreign
policy toward Cuba that has remained con
stant for 3b years under both Republican
and Democratic administrations: to reverse
the Cuban revolution and restore the Car
ibbean to a US bke.

The islands rebtions wath Moscow con
tinued to worry Washington. On July 22,
1968, Goodwin, then working for President
Lyndon Johnson, gave a policy briefing at
the NeivVbili Times to update the editor. Den
Wells on the possibikty of a "split" between

17. Raimr uul Smith, up. eit, p. 73.

S i

'who acted as his double on Che's left.

Moscow and Havana.'® (By then, Che was
already dead.) According to a memo on the
meeting written by one of Goodwin's aides,
the revolutionary internationalism of the
Cuban Communist Party was causing
mounting "iiostiliiy between Castro and
the Orthodo.\ Communist world." The
Communist Parties of Eastern Europe.
Latin America, and even factions of the Cu
ban Communist Party itself regarded
Havana^ "determination to continue to ex

port the revolution" as "adventurism."'"'
Goodwin^ aide points out that old-line

members of the Communist Party of Cuba
had opposed Castro's attack on the
Moncada barracks, only to support him
years btcr when victory was near. In 1967,
the memo notes, there was "lukewarm sup-
pon for the Che Guevara mission in Bolivia
and expressions of satisfaction in the USSR
and by Moscow-line leaders in Latin
America when it failed."^

18. The Goodwin momii lifts a comer of the curuia oe
one May public opinion is shaped. Elackground brirlbl̂
are held with the "ne«spaper of recun!,' ihe line » "'•
and ihcn.uncc enunciate^ is echoed amsiliecoi'ito '̂ '
llveiift6ernipets.Sinro the (nml page oflhc.VorlWJf*®,b Iranamiited across country jitior lo oth«
deadlints, they haw early jtuiUre*. For mutr iniaTiislion
on Uiis pn>te.<Ls, sec Koan Chomsky and EdnanJ Ikwun.
ilaniilUrturing Cuiaeiil (.VewYoth; ftnlhcn, IfSl-
19./\ndcrson,op.oit
20. Fldd Casiro in inliuluclionlo Che Guevara, Bohcioa
Diaiy (New York; [VithUnilef, 1894).
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The memo tvriier compared the brand of
iniemaiionalism espoused by Che and Fidel
to "the early daj-s of the USSR 1... when] the
regime had trouble with the same kind of
people, and those were the Trotsk>isis."
Goodwin emphasized to the Times editor
"How seriously thinp must be regarded in
Moscow when they applied the name
Trotsky in this situation.*"

Solidarity Forever
If the US had any doubt about where Che
stood on internationalism, his last speech
as a public figure, gven in Algiers at the
Second Economic Seminar on Afro-Asian

Solidarity in 1964, clarified his position.
And, as the police and intelligence dossier
documents reveal, it also fired up world
wide rumor-mongering not only about a
Mosco\v-Ha\'ana split, but about one be
tween Che and Fidel.

At the time, Cuba, dependent on Mos
cow for economic and military support,
was in a difficult position. The US was
committing more and more troops to iis
war on Vietnam. Che advocated extending
re\'oIution to protect Cuba's gains and to
oUcr solidarity with the embattled Viet
namese. While he acknowledged Soviet
military aid and a generous Soviet trade
agreement on Cuba's sugar exports, he de
nounced the USSR as 'an accomplice with
imperialism' for insufficiently supporting
the Vietnamese and taking competitive
advantage of Third World countries. "Be
cause there are no frontiers in the struggle
to the death," he wrote to ospaaal (the Or
ganization In Solidarity with the Peoples of
Asia. Africa, and Latin America), "we can
not remain indiffcrcni in ihe face of what
occurs in any part of the world. A victory
for any country against imperialism is our
viaory, just as any country's defeat is a de
feat for us all. The praaice of intemaiion-
aiism is not only a duty for the peoples who
struggle fora better future, it is also an in
escapable necessity.""

In his detailed biography of Che. Ander
son reports thai the speech was "a slap in the
face' for those in Moscow who practiced
"peaceful coexistence," and the Soviets were
"outraged." Feder Burlatsk '̂, a former adviser
to Soviet Premier Nikiia Khrushchev, told

21. b 1927 (be Mi oppoiUkn, led bjr LeonlMaky, oialn-
Ubrd. coidni; to Stalin, that it was Utopian to belMc
that McUlisn could be (will In one countiy, panirulart}'
In an underiwekped one bke the Soviet Union. Given
(he Hiperior economic developmew ol the Vtet, they ai-
Cued, the world market would eveniualty resturw capital-
Rm Uj the USSR unSeas the Russian revolutiun broke out
of its isolation and was e&rnded abroad.
22. ■Vietnam and the Vtorid Stniggle for heedom (Ues-
Mgc loiheThc«iiinfiit*!),''7hrta/i»<«BMl (Cuba), April
Id, 1067.

NUMBER G2

Anderson that the dominant group in the se
nior circles of the Soviet G:ntral Committee
"detested" Che who "was seen as dangerous,
as against our own strategy.... (Bui ejven
though Che was against our interest, there
was still some s>Tnpathy for him ... there
was a romantic aura around him; he re
minded people of the Russian Revolution.
... Opinion was divided. ... Some compared
him to Trotsky""

After the speech, Che resigned his offi
cial position and permanently dropped out
of sight; for 30 years rumors have circu
lated. including in his FBI dossier, that Fi
del had split with him or worse. There was,
in fact, no split, merely a division of labor.
After the Algiers speech and the Russian re
action, Fidel raised the idea that Che return
to Africa to lead the Cuban guerrilla con
tingent already in training for the Congo
mission. Anderson interviewed Manuel

an economic war on Cuba which continues
to this day, barring even the sale of medi
c i n e s a n d f o o d . "

From 1959 to 1965. Che directed CubaS
Naiiottal Bank, traveled extensive!); success
fully concluded trade deals around the
world, served as a spokesperson for Cuba,
particularly at the UN, and headed Cuba's
industrialization effort in order to get away
from a dependent one-crop e.xport econo
my. He also wrote a classic manual on guer
rilla warfare and spoke widely across Cuba.
Throughout, the CIA and the FBI diligently
documented and anal)'zed his words. In one
speech they recorded, Che — accepting an
honorary degree at the University of Las
Villas — told the ^ihered faculty and stu
dents that the days when education was a
privilege of the white middle class had
ended. "The university," he said, "must paint
itself black, mulatto, worker and peasant."

Castro checks Che's false passport before Che (I.) leaves In disguise for Bolivia.

'Red Beard" Pifteiro, llien head of Cuba's
overseas revolutionary activities. "Che
didn't need much convincing," said
Piiieiro. "Che came back really enthused
by his contacts with the Africans. So Fidel
told him; 'Why don't you go to Africa?' He
was really restless with the passing of time
and his inability to fulfill vvlut he saw as his
historic mission."'*

After working for years within the halls
of government, Che longed for action. He
had prepared Cuba's agrarian reform taw
and designed the agency that would Imple
ment it. Compensation in the form of
bonds was to be issued to repay the former
US owners. The US deemed it inadequate
and for this and many other reasons, waged
2X Andrrson, o/x cit, (i. SSI,
H . l b i d .

If it didn't, he warned, the people would
break down its doors... and paint the Uni
versity the colors they liked."^®

University of the World
But for Che. that university was the world.
His real goal was human solidarity on a
world-wide scale and a transformation of
human consciousness. The war in the
Congo thai raged between the Westem-

25. Arronling to a CLA txiforauiion repoR 'Views of
Emcsio Che Guevara," dated Joly 28,1958, sewn months
afler the cewilutioii: *ll was not Cuba's Intemion to drhe
out U.S. business cwbnv it Co the wall, but Cuba did Insist
on controtiing foreign burine».s within Its twrders to pre
vent Injustices of the past and Interference In local poll-
ties.' RalnerandSnuth,op;ctt.p.-l2.
26. In 19&I, the CIA clrcutaled an announcement notic
ing Its staff that Che Guevara^ new book Giiemi de
rillas; l!n ikUxlo was available in Ihe CIA library. Ratner
and Smith, op. ctf.p. 114.
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supponed Mobutu regime and the Cuban-
backed forces was an opportunity for Che
to put his principles into aaion. In a his
tory that was hidden until ihb year. Ander
son details Chc% guerrilla efforts as an cx-
traordiitary. heroic, but ultimately failed
effort- Despite Cuba's support, the Congo
lese leadership, including Laurent Kabila,
was disorganized and uncooperative.̂ '

Undeterred by defeat in the Congo, Che
returned to Cuba cominced that "The ob
jective conditions for (armed struggle! ex
ist, and Cuba's example has shown the
way ... Armed struggle was the only way to
bring about social, economic, and political
justice and that Cuba must lead the way.""

•The example of our revolution," he
had written earlier, "and the lessons it
applies for Latin America have destroyed
ail coffee house theories; we have demon
strated that a small group of men sup
ported by the people and without fear of
dying can overcome a disciplined regular
army and defeat it.""
27.AndasoR,cpri<. HedniisnndifnitDtheuiipuMhhMl
rtiaiy, Qw (hirKm.Episoda cfGtceniOa Kirr Co»go.
& Ratnei and SnuiK tnnscrqit o( an inteivKW ghen
toAi% Hiirtn'(Newl<(k),Sov. IS&cf). at, n>-21-21
^.AndM3an,^at

Several months after returning ftotn Af
rica Che took the struggle to BoUvia_Trav-
eling in disguise with a small ̂up of Cû^intemadonulisfos, he evaded the CIA and
FBI to arrive secretly in Bolivia m late 19 -

"The university must paint
itself black, mulatto, worker
and peasant [or] the people
[...will] paint the university
the colors they liked." — che

But in revolution, timing is everything.
When Che arrived in Bolivia, the move
ment was on the decline. Drawing literally
on the Cuban experience, his criucs, say, he
mistakenly elevated guerrilla warfare from
a tactic to a continental strategy and ig
nored the classic Lctunist concept of build
ing a revolutionary party Instead, fired by
passion, idealism, and self-confidence, he
believed he could create guerrilla foci and
spark revolution. This tack, however, was
ill-suited to circumstances on the ground. In
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Bolivia, there was no oî nic ma« move-
ment as there had been m Cuba. Nor was
there a revolutionary organizaiion; ihe
mosUy Indian Bolivian peasantry, unlike theCubans, was suspidous of the rebels. And

this time, the US was not caught off■ gî  U flew in heat-seeking devices to
larget the guerrillas and US Special
Forces to train and supervise the Boliv
ian Rangere, who quickly endtded and
exterminated the doomed Land.*

V i v a C h e
In the end. despite Che's hopes, ihe
Andes were not the Sierra Maestras of- 5outh America and popular revolts did

not shoot like electricity down their spine
to lî t the continent with popular revolt.
Today, there are 60 million more poor
people in Latin America than when he
died. Then, the gap separating the richest
20 percent from the poorest 20 percent
was 60 to 1. In 1990, it was 150 to 1.
These poor can only wonder what their
lives would have been like under Che^ vi
sion of the "new man' living in a sodety of
abundance in a worid without exploitation.

Still, Che is remembered across the
ôbe — even more so today than when he

died three decades ago. The answer lo his
vast and enduring appeal could hare ban
written by Victor Hugo. In describing why
Jean Paul Marat, a leader of the French Revo
lution. and also a physidan, remains a time
less symbol of sodal revolution, he wrote:

The>- guiUoiined Charlotte Corday and
they said Marat is dead. No. Maiai is not
dead- Put him in the Pantheon or throw
him in the sewer, it doesnt matter—hes
back the next day Heh reborn in the man
who has no job, in che woman who has
no bread, in the glri who has to sell her
body, in the child who hasn't teamed to
read; hei reborn in the unheated tene
ment, in the wretched mattress without
blankets, in the unemployed, in the pro
letariat, in the brothel, inihe jailhouse. in
your laws that show no pity, in your
schools that give no future, and he reap
pears in all that is ignorance and he re
creates himself from all that is darkness.
Oh, beware, human sodety; You cannot
kill Marat unul you hare killed the mis-
eiy of povcny." ■

30. Che's defendensaythalgirenCartro'sTictoij'In Cuba
with a small, depleted force, Che wis rî C to take the
chance in Bolh-ia. PiAeiro, who headed Cubab merseas
operations at the time, said In Octcfoer that the cause o(
Che's defeat was the inuuediale detectioo of his tiase camp
and his separation from half his troops. Qw then spent
key lime searching for the stn>a In an area too thinly popu
lated to suppoR insurgency.
31, As quoted in ClUTord D. Oonner. Jtaa Paul 3/arat
Sc\eMlistamlSm)lationa7]i{fditittx Hĵ daiKSs,f«ewJen
sey; Humanitiea Press, 1997), p. 4.
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The CIA at Fifty:
A Letter from Philip Agee
niustration by Matt Wuerker

*his year the US national security state, as established by
the National Security Act during the Truman Adminis

J_ tration, has turned 50. Common wisdom questions the
need for this expensive structure now that, as all seem lo agree,
the Cold War has ended. Most commentary centers on the
present and future roles of
the CIA and the rest of the
intelligence community
given the disappearance of
the Soviet Union, always
seen as the main threat.

Other commenury re
volves around the domi
nant. and domineering, role
of the US with no riv^ to
challenge it at the turn of
the century. In truth, the
American Century looks
likely to go on indefinitely, bar
ring some unpredictable catas
trophe. If. indeed, this "triumph-
comes as a benefit, even partially, of
the national security apparatus, why
should anyone want to
change it?

In fact, many proposals
for changes in the mtelligcnce
community have come for
ward in the past year or two:
from a Presidentiai Commis
sion, both houses of
Congress, the Council
on Foreign Rebtions,
a n d e l s e w h e r e . A l l
seek to assess present
a n d f o r e s e e f u t u r e

dangers: regional
religious and eth- .
nic conflicts, glo
bal economic com- ■ •

petition, drugs and
imernaiional crime,
lerrorian. aixl the usual
list of"rogiie states." And *-
all seek to improve the per
formance of the intelligence
community while containing its $30 billion yearly cost.

Underlying this conventional approach, of course, is ac
ceptance of the concept of national security as defined by
those in power, which pretty much means continuation of the

Philip Agee is Che auihir ofCM itiofv (1675) and On/AcBvx (195*1. Hell a fte<iuent lecturer at unhvrsltk's and chic erents. He lives in
llam r̂g,GecTiianr.

State as servant and protector of private capital. Those who
challenge this in ideas and actions are, and will be, the con
tinuing "national security threats."

Absent from this commentary, as one would expect, is the
notion that this same national security state has produced the
myriad social afHiciions besetting the US and the rest of the

world. Making this connection is the basis for resistance to
US domination, nco-liberal economics, and the worsen

ing situation in which much of humanity
finds itself.

During this last fifty years, the QA and
other agencies have served as instruments

for imposing US national security policies on
the rest of the world. The human

cost, especially
in the Third
World, is un
speakable.
Yet. resistance

g o e s o n a s

surely as the oppression
and repression that create it.

One need look no further
than Cuba to see a unified

people in its 38ih year of
unbending resistance to
every effort by the CIA to
impose the US will, fit>m
attempts to assassinate
the leadership, to sabo
tage and armed incur

sions, to use of
biological warbre.

A r m e d n a t i o n a l

l i be ra t i on move

m e n t s c o n t i n u e ,
a s m M e x i c o .

Colombb, and
Peru, while po
litical StTUĝ
i n m u c h o f

C e n t r a l A m e r i c a

also reflect re
s i s t a n c e t o
U S d o m i n a

t ion .
This 50"'' anniversary of the CIA and the national security

state should be a lime of national shame, given the moral
bankruptcy of the policies thai "won' the Cold War. But ab
sent that, it can be a time of renewal for those who do resist,

expose, denounce, and condemn the continuing dirty war
against peoples seeking social justice, freedom from oppres
sion and peace. ■
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ifanian Havel's Wbim
and Fuzzy Image

by Michael Parent!

N" o figure among ihe free marketrestorationisis of Eastern Eu
rope has won more adulation from

US oflicials, academics, and journalists
than \^dav Havel. A playwright who was
once jailed because of his opposition to the
communist system. Havel later became the
first president of posKommunist Czecho-
slov̂ a and then president of the Czech
Republic. Lionized whenever he visits the
US. he was accorded the rare honor of ap
pearing before a joint session of Congress
in February 1990 where he received a
standing ovation.

The corporate-owned US media could
not gel enough of him nor do enough for
him. ponrajing him as a crusader for de
mocracy, a lone dissenter who courageously
prevailed against ruthless oppressors.
Hardly immune to the very media influ
ences they often ciicidze. many progressives,
especially the academics, go aî lutcly gah
gah over Vaclav, overlooking some unset
tling things: his reactionary religious ob
scurantism, his undemocratic suppression
of leftist opponents, and his unrestrained
devotion to economic inequality.

Consider the political pronutKiamemos
Havel has issued from time to time. In a
New Vorfe Times op-ed that caused an em
barrassed silence among his US admirers,
he denounced democracy^ 'cult of objec
tivity and statistical average," and the idea
ihiit rational, colleaive social cfl^orts should
be applied to solving the environmental

HIchul Pirettl'i lutdt book ti Blaeiabirts and Stdt
Jtalional fateim and (Ju Oivrttrew t̂ CommwUam
(SonPtudioo OlyUfhu Books, 11W7).

crisis. Sounding as goofy as his hero, nov
elist Alcksandr Solzheniisyn, Havel called
for a new breed of political leader who
would rely less on 'rational, cognitive
thinking," show 'humility in the face of the
myslcriotis order of Being.' and "trust inhis oivn subjecthiiy as his principal link
with the subjeciiviiy of the world." This
empowered mystic, not unlike Plato's phi
losopher king, would be endowed with a
"sense of transcendental responsibility"
and "archetypal wisdom.'' Havel never
explained how such gifts would translate
into actual policy decisions, for whose
benefit, at whose expense.

On another occasion. Havel called for
efforts to preserve the Chiisiian family in
the Christian natioiu Presenting himself as
a man of peace and vowing never to sell
arms to oppressive regimes, he then sold
arms to the Philippine generals and the
fascist regjmc in Thailand. In June 1994,
Gen. Augusto Pinochet, the man who
butchered Chilean democracy, was re
ported to be weapons shopping in
Czechoslovakia — with no audible objec
t i o n s f r o m H a v e l

Havel joined %vholeheartedly in George
Bush's Gulf War, an enterprise thai Idlled
more than 100,000 Iraqi civilians, with
hundreds of thousands more perishing in
the subsequent blockade. In 1991, along
with other Eastern European pro-capitalist
leaders, Havel voted with Washington to
condemn human rights violations in Cuba.
But he has never uttered a word on vioh-
tions in El Salvador. Colombia. Indonesia,
Turkey, or any other US client state.

Q n c i v i ! L i b e r t i e s
In 1989, one of his first acts as president
of Czechoslovakia was to gram amnesty to
about two-thirds of the country's prison
population, some 40,000 inmates. Havel
assumed that most of those incarcerated
under communism were victims of politi
cal repression and therefore deserved re
lease. He and his associates were dismayed
to discover that a good nuntber of the "vic
tims' were experienced criminals who
1. Ukclav IUvpI, ITw End of the Uudern En,* .Vnr Knit
Tfmn, Uairh 1,1962.

then lost no time resuming their unsavory
pursuits.̂

In 1992, President Havel, the great
democrat, demanded that parliament be
suspended and that he be allowed to rule
by edict, so better to ram through his free-
market 'reforms." That same year, he signed
a law that made the advocacy of commu
nism a felony punishable by up to eight
years imprisonment. He claimed, inaccu
rately, that the Czech constitution required
him to sign the legislation. In fact, as he
knew, the law violated the Charter of Hu
man Rights which is incorporated into the
Czech constitution. In 1995, he supported
and signed another undemocratic law that
barred communists and former commu-
nifls from employment in public agencies.

The propagation of anticommunism
has remained a top priority for Havel —
even after the communist governments
were overthrown. In 1995, he led what the
Sun Francisco Chronicle described as "a
frantic iniemational campaign' to keep in
operation two US-financed Cold War radio
stations, Radio Free Europe and Radio lib
erty, so they could continue saturating
Eastern Europe with their anticommunist
message.'

Under Havel's government, a law was
passed making it a crime to propagate na
tional. religious, and class haired. In effect,
criticisms of big moneyed interests were
now illegal, being unjustifiably lumped
with ethnic and religious bigotry. Havel,
the philosopher king, warned bbor unions
not to involve themselves in politics. Some
militant unions had their property seized
and handed over to more compliant com
pany unions.

In 1995. Havel announced that the
"revolution" against communism would
not be complete until everything was
privatized. His government even liqui
dated the properties of the Socialist Union
of Youth — which included camp sites,
recreation halls, and cultural and scientific
facilities for children — putting them un
der the management of five joint stock
2. "Stmt Crime Hlu Prague Uaitr Ufe.'iS'nt' Hw* Tfme*,
Dec. 18,1091.
S.&niAdaaKoOknMirrfr, Feb. 17,1995.

S i n c e H a v e l h a s b t

companies and leavir
the streets.

H a v e l ' s ' d e m o c i

brought cuts in heaii
ing, and education; a
and fuel subsidies to
The condition of lab
clined. Sick leave, ma
cations, and other jol
for granted xmder co
c u t o r a b o l i s h e d . Wo

cation resorts, heaiti
cultural centers, dayc
features that made cc
more than just worl
vanished. Hospitals,
culture, and public t
closing or services I
clined. Rest homes C
workers have been p
as casinos, night club
the nouveaux riches.

Real income has si
30 percent under Hat
More than one-third i
Jcci poverty and large
or more jobs and wo
day. Those who have •.
among the more vuln
dren. the elderly, and c
peasan ts .

There is an upsurj
tion and organized t
street cnmc, murder,
addiction, mental and
suic ide. Women are b i

40
FALL199T NUMBER 62



11

leir unsavory-

el, the great
a r l i a m e n t b e

o w e d t o r u l e

>ugh his free-
ear. he signed
y of commu-
y up to eight
mcd, inaccu-
ition required
In fact, as he
i ta r te r o f Hu-
crated into the
he supponcd

cratic law that
m e r c o m m u -

jblic agencies,
i c o m i n u n i s m

! for Havel —
governments

le led what the

:scnbed as "a

ign* to keep in
C o l d e r r a d i o
and Radio Lib-

-)ue saturating
a n t i c o m m u n i s t

icni. a law was
) propagate na-
aircd. In effect,
in te res ts were

ifiably lumped
bigotry Havel,
ed labor unions
1 politics. Some
propcny seized
:ompljant com-

i n c c d t h a t t h e

n u n i s m w o u l d

verything was
ml even liqui-
Soc ia l i s t Un ion
cd camp sites,
il and scicntinc
iiting them un-
Ive joint stock

MBSS.

FALL 1097

Since Havel has become president, anti-Gypsy violence has increased. Here, Romas in Prague protest lack of protections.

companies and leaving the youths to roam
the streets.

H a v e l ' s " d e m o c r a t i c r e f o r m s " h a v e

brought cuts in health care, public hous
ing. and education; and reductions in rent
and fuel subsidies to tow income {KOple.
The condition of labor has drastically de
clined. Sick leave, maternity leave, paid va
cations. and other job benefits once taken
for granted under communism have been
cut or abolislied. Worker simitariums. va
cation resorts, health clinics, sports and
cultural centers, daycare centers, and other
features that made communist enterprises
more than just workplaces, have nearly
vanished. Hospitab. libraries, houses of
culture, and public transport systents arc
closing or services have drastically de
clined. Rest homes formerly reserved for
workers have been privatized and redone
as casinos, night dubs, and restaurants for
the nouvcaux riches.

Real income has shrunk by as much as
30 percent under Haveb free market rule.
More than one-third of citizens live in ab
ject poverty and brgc numbers hold two
or mote jobs and work up to H hours a
day. Those who have suffered the most arc
among the more vulnerable: women, chil
dren. ilie elderly, and ordinary workers and
peasants

There b an upsurge in official corrup
tion and organized crime, as well as in
street cnmc, murder, homelcssncss, drug
addiction, mental and physical illnc-ss, and
suicide. Women arc being recruited in un-

M'MI3E I IC2

prccedented numbers for the booming sex
industry that caters to foreign and domes
tic businessmen. Unable to find employ
ment in their fields, many highly edu
cated women go abroad to work as pros
titutes. Children are also channeled into
the sex market. "Prague and Budapest
now rival Bangkok and Manila as hubs for
the collection of children to scr%-c vbiiing
pedophiles."̂

Oddly, the Prague police force today
under Havel's free market "democracy" is
many times larger than it was under the
"communbl police state," when "relatively
few police were needed.'*

Doing Wall for Himself
Havel may be an intellectual and play
wright but under his government, sub
sidies for the arts and literature have
been severely reduced. Theaters have
been closed and some symphony or
chestras disbanded. Education, once
free for qualified applicants even to the
post-graduate level, is now available
only to those who can afford the high
tuition, in the name of "objective" social
science, curricula have been "dep-
ohticizcd," meaning that a critical left
perspective has been replaced by a con
servative viewpoint that is supportive,
or at least uncritical of. imperialism and
capitalism
4. Chrlsloptier Dickry, The Ueatli ct lanocenls,'
.Vniaitfwik SfpU 3,1986.
5 . • S U p e l C n r a r f l ' l

3 b

The inexpensive but high quality edi
tions of classical and contemporary au
thors and poets, including ones from Asia.
Africa, and Latin America, have been re
placed by second-rate, mass-market pub
lications from the West. And as the cost of
books, periodicals, and newspapers has
skj'rockeied and education levels have de
clined. readership has shrunk almost to
Th i rd Wor ld l eve ls .

Raised by governesses and driven by
chauffeurs in a wealthy and fervently an
ticommunist family, Havel has remained
true to his class interests. Under Czech
privatization and "restitution" programs,
factories, shops, estates, homes, and
much of the public land was sold at bar
gain prices to foreign and domestic capi
talists. In the Czech and Slovak republics,
former ar is tocra ts or t i ie i r he i rs were be

ing given back all the estates and lands
their fami l ies had held before 1918 under
the Austro-Hungarian empire, dispossess
ing the previous occupants and sending
many of them into destitution.

Havel himself took personal owner
ship of public properties that had be
longed to his family 40 years before. He
is once again a rich man. While present
ing himself as dedicated to doing good for
others, he h-as done quite well for himself,
at the expense of many of his less re
nowned compatnots.

For all these reasons, some of us do not
have a warm fuzzy feeling about \'aclav
Have l . ■
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When police beat DewayneReuclus duringa 1983 scuffle at
the John Hay Homes housing

project in Springfield, Illinois, they were no
more aware that their actions would lead to
a large-scale revolt than were the L.A. cops
who beat Rodney King Unlike the Los
Angeles uprising, the one that started m
Springfield was nonviolent, invisible, and
international. It triggered the micro-radio
revolt of unlicensed, low-power, low-tcch,
noncommercial stations that origiiute in.
and broadcast to, local neighborhoods.
Participants in the movement — unlike
consumers o f the ' in fonnat ion revo lu t ion-
marketed by Microsoft, IBM and other cor
porations — don't need expensive com
puters or access to America On-Line. They
don't even need to be literate or have elec

tricity in their homes. Ail they need is a SIO
transistor radio to receive the messages or
a $ 150 transmitter to send them.

Unrmrc Solcy U prgfpssor of communicitions si
Msrqurtto l.'nhrrsity in Hlhuukec. His t>wte un unli-
wtisod bfosdcssJlng inrludo Pumpin' (Ip Hit lOfunr
(fotUironUni&wi Siwth llndPrrti, BoHon), Itiir-
^ d'rtffr'f.KwVuriL). uiil WihJohn S KV(.ydtUiHf Kadio UroadraMling (tWirr, New Yolk).

by Lawrence Soley *

R o o t s o f t h e R e v o l t
In 1983, Dewayne Readus, partially
blinded as a child by glaucoma, was, like
many young African-American men, un
able to find a full-time or even a part-time

job. To earn money, he worked as a disc
jockey at parlies in the projea, spinning
R&B. One of these events turned into a
brawl and the police, who arrived swing
ing. beat Readus so badly he was com
pletely blinded.'

After a bout of depression and heavy
drinking, Readus turned from parties and
booze to social aaivlsm. He helped orga
nize the Tenants Rights Association
(TRA), which demanded that Hay Homes
authorities and local police be account
able to project residents, rather than the
other way around. To improve TR/fe out
reach. Mike Townsend, a family friend
and professor at Sangamon State Univer
sity. suggested that Readus sun a neigh
borhood newspaper. Readus, who has
since changed his name to Mbanna
Kaniako (or •resisting warrior"), replied,
-I'm blind, lette do radio. 1 don't get off on
l.InlCT%i«w,July 1996.

print that much."' At the next TRA meet
ing. members agreed. "We recognized that
(sincel a large percentage of our people
can) read," said Kanuko, radio was "the
most effective way of getting our message
to the people."'

It was also illegal. The Federal Gimmu-
nications Commission (FCC), the govern
ment agency that regulates telecommunica
tions, prohibits not only the operation of an
FM sucion without a license, but also the
purchase of a fully assembled FM tiunsmit-
ter. As Napoleon Williams, who runs an
unlicensed FM station in nearby Decatur,
puts it, "It's amazing, You can buy an Uzi
hiUy assembled, but icS illegal to buy one of
these (transmitters] fully assembled.'-'

While FCC policies have purposefully
kept community groups from getting li
censes, they have handed them over to
large corporations. "The FCC and its pre
decessor, the Federal Radio Commission,
2. InleiTiew.JuJy 1S96.
3. Quoted in Stuuon Albert-ilanore, 'Einpowerinŝ i><ces:
Kt'CB and Black Libetatlon Radio,* UrdiaM Urssapts
and/\fiiean-AiiieTieoH Culture (TtMUsand OaIa,CA: Sate,
1996), p. 208.
4. Daiid Burke, *"l'm Still Saiins. Can You Hear Me?*
Drratur Herald SSeview, Jan. 12, lSfiT,p,A4.
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have turned over the Ibroadcasting] spec
trum to commercial interests at no charge
whatsoever," says Robert McChcsney, a
professor of journalism at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison and author of Telecom-
municolions. Mass Media and Democracy, a
history of the FCCb corporate complicity.
The FCC "serves the commercial broad
casting industry," he sa)'s. "Its a conspiracy
of power politics, undiluted."'

And like many conspiracies, it operates
in the open through a bureaucratic struc
ture which, in this case, makes it easy for
corporations, but dilTicuU for community
groups, to get licenses. For example, the
FCC-developed rules require that broad
cast applicants have the "financial qualifi
cations" to operate the station in the red for
an extended period of time. NV'hen well-
heeled corporations and community
groups arc compwred under this criterion,
it K not surprising that for-profit corpwra-
tions end up with 85 percent of US radio
stations. Most of the others are owned by
universities and state-wide broadcasting
companies such as Minnesota Public Ra
dio, Inc., not community groups.'

The reasons behind the FCCs pro<or-
piorate bias are similarly unastounding.
First, FCC commissioners usually come
from the telecommunications industries —
the very industries they are supposed to
police. A House subcommittee study of
FCC appointees noted that ten of the 19
commisrionecs appwinied during a 16-year
period had come from the industry or from
law firms representing the industry. The
next largest group of commissioners were
political appxiintees who had been lunners-
up for more prestigious government pwsis,
such as ambassadorships.'

Second, commissioners who prove to
be loyal suppionets of corptorate interests
are often rewarded with high-paying in-
dustiyjobsafter leaving the FCC. A study
of the 33 FCC commissioners who served
between 1945 and 1970 found that 21
went on to become employees of, lobby
ists for. or lawyers representing the tele
communications industries; the other 12
were elderly and retired after their FCC
posts.' Consumer activists like Ralph
Nader refer to this problem, which remains
endemic, as "deferred bribery."

S.Inh-n1ew,June 1M7,8. Bmadcatliiif and CaOfmUng Hartnot I99S (New
PwvWmim.KJ: BJl Bowier, 19951, P. «!■7. Bany Cole and Mai Oetlinger. MuetanI Btgulilors:
n* FCC and Ihe Bnadcatt Audience (Reading, RU
Addiun-Wnley. 1978), p. 6.8, KognNoU.MwonPeekaalJohnUeGcwen.&wiomtf

cf IHevitim KegvlaBm (Vftshlngwn. DC: Hie
Moelilnga IiBiiiuikm, 1973), pp. 123-24.

Free radio activist Mbanna Kantako.

Third, cOTimerctal broadcasters, through
trade associations such as the National As
sociation of Broadcasters, maintain a con
stant presence in Washington, testifying at
hearings and grooming personal contacts
with pxilitidans, commissioners, and other
pwwer brokers. As the book Reiucfani Regu
lators observed. 'Meetinp with industry
are nothing new to the FCC. Over the
years, the full commission has held peri
odic, closed meetings with various indus
try groups. ... An FCC meeting with a citi
zens group, on the other hand, was a rare
occurrence prior to 1970."* Since then, the
public has iud limited input on such issues
as violence on television, children's pro-
gramming, and minority employment in the
broadcast industry, but never on whether
coiporate-controUed broadcasting is in the
public interest. The FCC openly admitted its
pro-business agenda: 'lT)o a major extent,
ours is a commercially-based broadcast sys
tem and that this ̂ stem renders a vital ser
vice to the Nation. Any policies adopted by
|usl.. should be consistent with the mainte
nance and growth of this system."'®

Lastly, corporate broadcasters, through
their political action committees and
CEOs, influence policy through campaign
contributions. In 1995-96, broadcasting
interests were among the largest campaign
contributors, handing out more than S3.5
million to politicians. General Electric/
9. Cuk and Orltli«cr, op. ri4, p. 92.
10. FeiVnlCMwnunlcallauConunlssion,'PurneuOor-
Ulne Obiigitlonsot Broadcait Uceiuee," 63 Radio Rrplt-
faTAid(PAF)468.

NBC. Wall Disney/ABC, News CorpTFox
and the National Association of Broadcast
ers each contributed over a half-million
dollars to the national Democratic and Re
publican panics."

WTRA Signs On
With its chances for getting a broadcast li
cense remote to none, the Sprin îeid Ten
ants Rights Association decided to go on
the air unlicensed. Using a grant from a
Catholic Church Campaign for Human De
velopment, TRA ordered 5600 worth of
equipment out of a catalog and set up the
WRTA studio in Kantako's living room.
"We're not even concerned about the FCC
regulations," says Kantako about the deci
sion. "Clearly the [laws] were designed
before blacks were allowed to hold their
heads up. And, obviously, being designed
at that period of time, there was no consid
eration of what we as people mî t want to
d o . - "

At its inception, about a dozen people
worked on the FM station, producing pro
grams that aired two, then three, nights a
week. Although many in the local black
community listened. Springfield authori
ties and the FCC largely ignored the Illegal
broadcasts. Until 1989, that is, when
Kantako interviewed Johnny Howell in the
hospital where the middle-aged father was
recuperating from a police beating. After

11. Uslk' UhiTie, 'Bnudcast Lobby Exctls al iMuhington
Pm«r Game," JVnr Itnif* May 5,1907, p. Di.
12. Quoted inSieveLaDlanc,'Revolution Radio,*l<Tnon
90, p. 21.
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THE CHEAT FCC GIVEAWAYS
During the 1960s and 1970s, unlicensed radio scaiionsfrequently broadcast between 1605 and 1620 kHz, a

fallow area of the electromagnetic spectrum at the top
end of the AM band. Listeners with old-style analog AM receiv
ers could tune in these stations with little difiiculiy, and the
broadcasts didn't interfere with licensed stations. Some of the
early "pirate broadcasters" — as unlicensed broadcasters were
then called — hoped that the FCC would make this area of the
broadcasting spectrum available to them and others, who did
not have licenses to broadcast legally.

These hopes were finally dashed by the Federal Commu
nications Commission (FCC) in 1993 when it opened the up
per end of the AM band —1605 to 1705 kH: — to broadcast
ing. Rather than opening this portion of the spectrum to new
voices, the FCC reserved these frequencies for already-licensed
AM broadcasters, who could petition to move their stations
from lower to higher frequencies. The FCC claimed that the
decision tvasn"! a gift to broadcasting companies; it was needed
to alleviate crowding in the AM band.'

In April 1997 the FCC did the same thing with thclicenscs
for digital television broadcasting. Rather dian awarding Ucenses
to community groups and others that have been shut out of VHF
and UHF telesision. the FCC gave the digiul licenses to corpo-
raUons that already had analog TV licenses. It rationalized this
decision by saying that corporations such as RCA and
Wesiinghousc have the money and experience to build and op
erate the new digital teIe\*ision stations.

To make the giveaway more publicly palatable, the FCC
and their corporate cronies played up the benefits that the pub
lic will receive from digital television in the form of higher
quality images. They played down the fact that Wewers willhave to spend enormous sums for new dipcal television receiv
ers, which RCA and other electronics corporations arc gearing
up to manufacture." ■
1. Scan Scully, "FCC Opens Up ESqianded Ail Band," Bmadeasting & CabUtasting.
'̂por all euMle of the televised dlsoissions alxait diglUI broadcasting, see Potreal

Sawyej, "ABC Nightllne," April 22,1907; Joe! Brinklej', TVSalw Weaken on Fears hew
Sets Will Soon Be Obsolete," IVw Ibnfcffmo, Jane 23,1997, p. Dl.

Kantako Invited listeners to call in and de
scribe their experiences with police, many
came forward to repon abuse; some called
police "pigs* and the "occupying army."
Soon after these broadcasts, police began
harassing people associated with the sta
tion." Even visitors and journalists were
detained and questioned. "As soon as we
left Kantako's apartment [and makeshift
studio],' reported Nation writer Luis
Rodriguez, "two police officers yelled at us
to stop and then ordered us to spread our
legs and place our hands on the wall. They
had been standing near the apartment
next to marked-car units, apparently lis
tening to our on-the-air comments on
police terror."''*

Springfield police chief Mike Walton
contacted the FCC. claiming that he had
received complaints about the station. FCC
agents obligingly visited the station on April
6, 1989, and ordered Kantako to stop
broadcasting, and slapped him with a $750
fine. A week and a hdf later. Kantako defi
antly bc^n broadcasting 24 hours-a-day 7
days-a-wcek." A year later a federal court
ordered Kantako to shut down his transmit

ter. Instead, he contacted the San Francisco-
based National Lawyers Guild Committee

IS. UkhaeirtniTBend,'Blade Libentim Radio &sciUln
BalUc with thr Ihou^ (Ulre,* Sangamon Stale Unhet-
liiy Press Release, Winter 1992, p. 4.
14. Luis Rodriguez, "Rappln' in the flood,* Tike SalioH,
Aug. 12, IMl, p. 191
15. EtmnO.ShkUsand Ruben Ogles,'BlarkUbeiaUon
Radkr. A Case Studjr d Free Radk) M>eti>Broadcasting,''
//oin]ntioun»afYQp«i«M»>funid.Spru<1995,p. 176.

s o

on Democratic Communications, formed in
1987 to explore "the applicability of tradi
tional First Amendment concepts in the face
of the world-wide monopolization of com
munication resources by commercial inter
ests."'" The Committee drafted a brief argu
ing that the FCCb complete ban on micro-
radio stations was unconstitutional.

"Deferred bribery" is endemic
as retiring FCC commissioners
are routinely rewarded with
communications industry jobs.

The brief was never filed on Kantakok be
half because the FCC backed away from the
confromaiion. But the ban on micro-radios
continued. It had been adopted in 1978 at
the urging of National Public Eladio, to force
low-power FM stations off the air so that
NPR could fonn a national network of a few,
hî -powered stations. This new professional
ized system, which relied on federal, corpo
rate, and community funding for suppon,
was the antithesis of community radio."

IS. Katkviial Lavi)vR Guild's Cummlliee on Demo
cnlir Cammuolcatlons,'' http/AvwvuurtcoDi/-gnh2m.
17. "Ctunges in Rules Relating (oNoitroftuneitlal Rduca-
bonal Broadcast Stations," ̂ FCCSnd 240 (June 7,1978),
68 FCC !nd OSS (June 7,1978); Peter Lwrts and Jecij'
BooUi, The Invisible ifnlium (Wbahlngton, IXb How^
Vnhvnity Press. 1960).

Public input and community involvement
were kept to a minimum while corporations
and beltway power brokers excned influ
ence over programming by earmarking
grants for coverage of specific issues. For ex
ample, Waste Management, Inc., which
NPR describes as "providing comprehensive
waste services worldwide" but which

Greenpeace calls "one of the
worst corporate criminals in
the country." has given NPR
money specifically for envi
ronmental coverage.'* Eielt-
way power brokers exert in
fluence by supporting or op
posing federal funding for
NPR and by appiearing regu-

—— larly on NPR news programs.
The influence extends not

only to what is said, but to who says it. A
study by the media watchdog group Fair
ness and Accuracy in Reporting (fair)
found that NPR news reports frequently
quote government officials, members of
Congress, and analysts from Washington.
DC-based think tanks such as the Ameri
can Enterprise Institute. However, less
than one percent of the sources quoted by
NPR are from labor unions, women's
groups, or the environmental movement,
and only 1.5 percent are from racial and
ethnic minority groups.'*
18. FCrwiio<lq>Uidi»caszianorMPR,te«SzmlIasseinl,
The Broken Frumises ot Public Radio," Th* Hnmanisl.
ScpL 1994, pp. 2S30.
19. Charlotte Ryan, "A Study of NMlonal Public Radio,"
Fjim!, April/May 19W, pp. 18-21,26.
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Muzzling Black Radio
The micro-radio rcvoluiion that Kantako
sparked was in large part a response to the
exclusion of diverse voices from either
■public* or commercial radio. From his liv
ing room studio, Kantako became the Tom
painc ofihcmicto-radio revolution, produc
ing and distributing videotapes showing
how easy it is to start a radio station. "The
biggest lie that has ever been told is that it
costs a lot of money to run a radio station,"
he said about the FCC!s requirement that
broadcast licensees be "financially quali
fied." Napoleon Williams and Mildred Jones
of Decatur, Illinois, look his message to
heart and suned Black Liberation Radio on
August 20,1990, using a icss-than-one watt
transmitter. In their view, radio should op
erate like public access channels on cable
television, where interested groups and in
dividuals can produce programs. "We want
total community involvement, so anybody
can be on the air," sa>'s Williams.'®

Like Kaniako's station, Decatur's Black
liberation Radio was overtly political. It
c.xposed how African-Americans in Macon
Count)* were being herded through the ju
dicial system like slaves through a planta
tion-era auction. The broadcasts quickly-
grabbed the attention of Macon County
prosecutor Lawrence Fichter and the police,
who targeted Williams and Jones for arrest.

Just two weeks after Black liberation
Radio agned on, Williams was charged with
fondling a young relative. A few weeks later,
the police raided the couplcb house, search
ing for a videotape allegedly showing a gang
conuaa being issued for the killing of two
narcotics ofTicers. Next, jxilice arrested Wil
liams during a domestic dispute, even
though Jones had not called the police and
said she didnt need them. Fichter decided
to indict Williams anyway and convened a
grand jury. When she refused to testify,
Jones was sentenced to Jail for contempt of
court. Citing these arrests, authorities
claimed that Williams and Jones were unfit
parents and seized their daughters."

Most recently, police, armed with a
search warrant and drawn guns, invaded
ihe couple's home to seize electronics
equipment used for "eavesdropping," alleg
ing that Williams taped and broadcast his
conversations with public orticials without
their consent — a practice which, while
legal in many states, is a felony in Illinois,
'̂̂ 'hen the police confiscated every bit of

broadcasting equipment except the tapes
and upc recorders, it fueled suspicions that
M. IiUeniew, July 1896.
21, Hichint Muhanuiuit,'Bbri: Couple Fights for Their
Child,* TV Final C< Nw. 24,1993, p. 6.
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the goal of the raid had been to force Black
Uberaiion Radio off the air."

The Case of
Free Radio Berkeley"

As the micro-radio phenomenon spread,
the FCC pursued individual prosecutions
but managed to avoid litigation that would
raise constitutional issues. Then in April
1993, in "an absolute attempt to challenge
directly the FCCs regulatory structure and
policies," Stephen Dunifer started broad
casting Free ̂dio Berkeley from a home
made transmitter on Sunday nights from

backpacks along with other portable studio
equipment and were all hiked into the hills
of Berkeley," Dumfer explains. The strategy
was designed to keep the FCC from locat
ing the source of the broadcast, getting a
search warrant, entering his residence, and
seizing all of his electronic eqiiipmcm.

The plan worked, but it angered the
FCC, which ordered Dunifer to stop broad
casting and fined him a whopping $20,(KX).
In the Committee on Democratic Commu
nications' response, attorney Luke Mikcn
raised constitutional issues and pointed out
that the fine was "grossly disproportionate

H A R V I T F I N K L I / I M P A C T V l t U A l S

For many with no input Into media, graffiti and pirate radio are all they have.

his workshop-home. Two years after it was
first drawn to defend Kantako. the Na
tional Lawyers Guild brief found new rel
evance. Armed with a revised version of
the brief, Dunifer, "fell sure we had a solid
legal basis to proceed on if we could fmd
a proper venue.""

San Francisco-based FCC agents
seemed happy to oblige. On April 23 and
April 30 they monitored broadcasts of
"Free Radio Berkeley" and used direction-
finding equipment to determine the
source. Dunifer, however, was one step
ahead. The first broadcasts were made from
a foted location to get the attention of the
FCC," Dunifer says, but as soon as the feds
pinpointed the source, "the station went
mobile. The transmitters were put into

22. Dave Moocb aid Billy livB,The
DrtaiuT Hrrald i Sfcinr, Jan. 12,1997, p. Al.
23. Inierview, March 1897,

to the alleged violations ...and exceeds the
[Sl.OOO] ma.ximum set by statute."

A petulant FCC countered that the high
fine was warramed because Dunifer was "a

recalcitrant individual who decidefd] to
willfully operate a radio transmitter with
out the required authorization, as a protest
against the regulatory power of the Com
mission." The FCC was going to make an
example of Dunifer.

But besides getting the National Law
yers Guild to represent him, Dunifer did
several things that the FCC did not expect:
He remained on the air and he began
manufacturing inexpensive transmitters,
which he made available to other political
dissidents. A month later, San Francisco
Liberation Radio (SFLR) signed on It was
followed by "Radio Libre" in San Fran-
ciscoi Mission District which broadcasting
with a Dunifer-built itansminer, "Arizona

5 1



studio for pirate radio 102.1 FM in
F l o r i d a .

Free Radio" in Phoenix. "Black Uberaiion
2" in Richmond. Vliginia. and "Free Radio
Santa Cruz.' Commenting on the growth
of free radio stations. Luke Hiken said, "I
think this is going to get beyond the abil
ity of the FCC to control, jud̂ ng from the
snowballing of people interested in setting
up stations."'̂

He was right. Micro-radio stations soon
appeared in New York. Tampa. Mtanti, In
dianapolis and numerous other cities,
sporting names like 'Temple Terrace Com
munity Radio." "Steal This Radio," and 'Free
Radio Pittsburgh' — far too many stations
for the FCC to easily elirmnate

F C C I n a c t i o n
Sensing it was being
o u t m a n e u v e r e d
a n d
d r a w n

i n t o a c o n

s t i t u t i o n a l

Tight It iTu^t
not win. the
FCC drew back.
R a t h e r t h a n

quickly denying
Dunifer's appeal —
w h i c h w o u l d h a v e

a l l o w e d H t k e n t o m o v e t h e
case to federal court — the FCC filed in
U.S. District Court m California for an tn-
junaion ordering Dunifer to stop broadcast
ing. The FCC reasoned that if it could
charge Dunifer with \noluing this court in-
junaion rather than FCC rules, an in-coun
discussion of the constituuonahty of the
rules could be avoided.

The strategy backfired. The FCCs big
gest mistake was requesting an immediate
preliminary injunction, claiming that Free
Radio Berkeley broadcasts caused 'imme
diate and irreparable harm" by interfering
with licensed signals Hikcn responded
Z t. QMod In Suku Pnrw, flmcs Roll the Alnnns.*
Siu Fmfua, Exvmuur. Ita IS. IMS, p. i) I

Ta m p a ,

that the FCC had monitored
the station for 18 months with
out finding significant interfer
ence. If there were imminent
danger, "Why did they wait for
over 18 months to bring this to
the court's attention," he
asked." Hiken pointed out
that Black Liberation Radio
and other low-power stations
were also on the air, but that
the FCC had not sought in
junctions to shut them dovm.
"If there is an emergency, why
is it they haven't done anything

about that?" he asked."
Federal District Court Judge Claudia

Wllken accepted Hiken's arguments, and
refused to issue a temporary injunction
against Dunifer. The FCC hadn't e%-en
acted on Dunifer's appeal, she said, so
coming to court for an injunction was
premature. As a result of the deci
sion, Free Radio Berkeley
emerged from the un-
d e r g r o u n d .
b r o a d c a s t

ing 24

h o u r s -

a-day from a
h o u s e i n N o r t h

O a k l a n d .
Nine months later, though,

the FCC formally rejected Dunifer's ap
peal. Its reasoning was as predictable as it
was ironically accurate. Dunifer's broad
casting "directly challengeld] the 60-plus-
ycar sutuiory approach to licensing broad
cast transmissions" — an approach which
had ceded the publicly owned airwaves to
commercial interests." The FCC was not
above twisting facts to maintain its current
policies. For example, by claiming that
Dunifer should have "asked for a license.

25. -Defendant^ Motion lo (^iposillon to PlainitO's Mo-
liant)rPcrliralnaiyIi\jiutctkin,*i^i(rd5tute<j^4iK«Tua
vs. SUphen Ihinifir, United SUlea Dbtrkt Court,
Ko.CM-3W2CW(D«.2,18W).
26. the BUck iUt, *S«m Conunenb and Excerpts from
the United Stales sa. Stephen Dunifer," Reflaiming the
Airvae«ii April/May 19Slo, p. 3.
27. 'Memorandum Opinion and Order,* in the Matter of
AppUcatlunllv RetlewcdStrtdien I'au! Dunifer," NMyAol.
.Vu. 31SSf1)OSO (Aug. 2, I99S}.

along with a request for a waiver of tjie relevant rules limiting low power FM ser
vice." the FCC suggested that it mî t have
issued Dunifer a license had he applied.
Not so says John Reed of the FCCs enp-
neerin'g and technology department in
Washington. DC. "I've never heard of (the
FCCl pvtng permission like that, he said.
"Therek never been a case of our approv
ing this.""

After issuing its decision, and still hop
ing to avoid a court discussion of the con
stitutionality of its rules, the FCC filed in
federal district court for a "summary judg
ment" and permanent injunction against
Dunifer and Free Radio Berkeley. To win a
summary judgment, all the FCC needed to
show was that the facts were undisputed
(i.c.. Free Radio Berkeley was on the aii) and

that the law was on its
side (f.e.. Free Radio

Berkeley didn't have
a license to broad

cast ) . "
T h e F C C

a l s o fi l e d a
brief asking

t h e c o u r t
for per
m a n e n t

injunctions
against Free Radio

Santa Cruz and other sta
tions, falsely claiming they were

operated by Dunifer. The commission
requested the broad injunction so that it
could avoid having to take individual mi
cro-radio stations to court, where the con
stitutionality of its rules could be chal
lenged

Although the FCC was hoping to throw
the switch on micro-radio with a quick in
junction, as of this summer, none had been
i s s u e d . A n d e v e n i f t h e c o u r t d e c i d e s

against community radio, Hiken and the
C o m m i t t e e o n D e m o c r a t i c C o m m u n i c a
tions expect to challenge the FCCk rules in
a difiereni venue, where the FCC will be
forced to justify its policy of licensing cor
porate, but not neighborhood, stations

G l o b a l R a d i o R e b e l l i o n
The battle for broadcast access is being
fought not only in the courts and living
room studios in the US. but in jungles,
community centers, and war looms around
the world. For liberation struggles and
community activists, for inieUigence agen
cies and petty warlords, the power of radio
28. Interview, June 1M7.
29. "Free Raitki Berkeley ra. United SUlei rf America.*
Slitiyshol, Spring IP06, p. I.
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10 cheaply and effectively put
out the word makes the air-
wa)'S a prire worth claiming.
Unlicensed stations have been
operated on and off for many
j-ears by well-organized politi
cal movements such as the
Nicaraguan Sandinista Na
tional Uberation Front during
its struggle against the US-
backed regime of Anasiasio
jomoza Debayle. The Sandin
istas" powerful shortwave sta
tion "La Voz la Ubcracidn de
Nicaragua" — later called 'Ra
dio Sandino" — was hidden
first in Costa Rica and then
moved to guerrilla-controlled
zones of Nicaragua, as the
Sandinistas began holding
their own, and then beating
back Somozafe National Guard.
It took a well-trained guerrilla
force to obtain, operate and
protect the transmitter from
the enemy.'"

For its part, the CLA has for
decades sponsored clandestine radio sta
tions for information and disinformation
mcluding "Radio Quince de Sepiiembre"
and 'Radio Liberacifin" which broadcast
against the Sandinisu government from
Honduras during the Nicaraguan Contra
war of the 1980s. The Contra broadcasts

needed expensive, high-power transmitters
to transmit a clear signal from Honduras to
Nicaragua. Secret radio transmissions were
a key element in the ClA-backcd coups
against Guatemalan President Jacobo
Arbenz in 1954, and broadcasts of the
clandestine Radio Swan were pan of the
massive US propaganda campaign directed
against Fidel Caaro in the 1960s. As pan
of US involvement in Southeast Asia, the
CIA also sponsored a host of clandestine
stations directed to Cambodia. Laos, and
Vietnam, including Khmer Screi, Radio
Destiny of the Motherland, and Radio Lib-
erai ion of the Southern Pan."

What is new about the micro-radio rc\t)-
lution is that transmitters are now asaibble
to almost everyone—from hip-hop youth in
Harlem to diŝ franchised peasants in Gua
temala — not just to well-organized guenilla
groups or imelligencc agencies The move-
meni is fueled in pan Iry the low cost of die
eqiupnicni. E D. Brewer, founder of Temple
Terrace Community Radio in Florida.
Stephen Dunifer, and Ernest Wilson, wlto op-

ii.Bnd. w.2£8.rr.

NL 'MUERW
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El Salvador's FMLN is one of many revolutionary groups that used unlicensed radio transmitters.

erates Pan-Corn International, produce and
sell micro-radio transmitters for under $150.
The three operate Internet sites describing
the equipment that can be accessed from
anywhere in the world.

Dunifer's Internet site (ww\v.ftb.org) has
received over 600 inquiries, many from

Dunifer 's transmitters are
used in Chiapas where the
Zapatistas have spearheaded
opposition to government
corruption and brutality.

outside the US. and has shipped transmit
ters to Guatemala, Mexico, and Haiti. One
of the Dunifer-built transmitters was used
to Stan "Radio TeleVerdad," which defied
the Mexican government's control of the
air\^•aves by broadcasting pro-democracy
commcrnaries in Mexico City The station
was raided by soldiers, but after protests by
listeners and opposition politicians, was
allowed to resume broadcastmg Dunifer
has also built transmitters for activists in
Chiapas, Mexico, where the Zapatistas
have spearheaded widespread opposition
to govcmmem corruption and bniialiiy."

S2. Kenneth Nuble, "Rebel Radw Operator Exports Ills

In contrast to Mexico, the populist gov
ernments of Jean Bertrand Aristide and his
successor have supported the establish
ment of micro-radio stations, which are
seen as tools for empowering Haiti^ poor.

Brewer (wwtv.ldbrewer.com) has built
and sent transmitters to Israel, Chile and

the Philippines, where dozens
of stations have gone on the
air in the past few years. Wil
son (www.panaxis. com) has
also shipped transmitters
abroad, including to Argen
tina, where hundreds of mi-
cro- radto s ta t ions are now on
the air." The several thousand

Argentine stations broadcast
from shantytowns and poor
rural areas — to populations

neglected by that country's commercial
media — and, unlike those in the US, are
tolerated because there are too many free
stations for the FCC to silence."

Around the world, these stations are
providing broadcast voices to people who
were previously voiceless. It is going to be
difficitll for governments which previously
controlled access to the airwaves, includ
ing Washington, to put these transmitters
back in their boxes. ■

Knovt-bow.'AViF Ibrfc Vnrs. Jan. 24,1996, p. AlO.
33. Intenievra, July 1997.
34. Jesse tVaUec, 'Doni Touch That Dial,* ifotuK Oct
1995, p. 34; and Qlcn Tunes, "LalioTV Industry Meets in
B u e n o s A i m * O c t 1 9 9 5 , p . 3 8 .
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by Sheldon Rampton
and John Stauber

Illustrations by Sue Coe

■^hc USDA had just recalled 25 militon
pounds of contaminated hambui;ger

- . and Agriculture Secretar)'Dan Glick-
man Vk-as doing his best to sound upbeat.
"All evidence at this point indicates that we
have contained the outbreak," he loid rc-
fwners in August. The reassurance did not
generate much optimism, Not only had re
searchers tailed to pinpoint tlac source of the
contamination, but everyone involved —
including the meat industry — admitted
tlut future outbreaks are inevitable.'

SbrMoe BwplM wd John Stubcr Inv In tladisgn. Wl,nhcfr Ibo'tilil the lm»Bti|BlivB qiuncrtj' PS HfitcA. TtK?
tn Ohtulhois gf lUric Sludsr h Good For You: Lin,
/tow* Ua a»d tie Publir Rfhliom luduitrj; (Comnwn

Uirirptn*»BtitfcfcrCtOwnaI'njtv,1l-«sir«J'Ibi>'n-iitoiad Tu urtpi Ihrlr twnk Had One USA. uv p, 6(i.
Ĉor". ocfk t> fniBi Ikad Heal (S'rw Yoric Four W*lLvCW>tUtndutn, ItSS).
I.̂ lrO !̂ M ind Slcphi-n J. Ib :̂̂  "Tlr NVn Ilad

The deadly Strain of £ cdi bacteria found
in hamburgers from Hudson Foods Inc. is
only one of several lifc-threaiening diseases
that have found their way into the human
food supply The problem is an inevitable
consequence of modern factory farming
sjstcms, whose vciy success at mass pro
duction of food has created the potential for
massive spread of disease. A disease intro
duced anywhere into the sj-siem has the
pvitemial to spread widely and often cannot
be detected until it is already on the
consumer's plate. Yet factory farming has
become so entrenched in modern society
that no one is scnously proposing any alter
natives. instead, the Ctepanmcm of Agricul
ture (u.sda) is waging reaiguard l>anles
"containing outlireaks" rather than averting
litem, because efleiiive preventive actions
would l)e far more radical than anyone In
power is pre[wred to countenance.

What should you do to protect yourself
from unsafe food? .According to usDA and
the food indusir)', you should wash your
hands and kitchen surfaces more often and
cook everything longer. In other worels.
think of your kitchen as a decontamination
center. Inside the food factories, they plan
to introduce other reforms — jerry-rigged
food safety protocols aimed at "hazardous
and critical control points" — haccf for
short. Finally, they'd like to mikc your food
before they sell it to you, bombarding it
wiih radiation to kill bacteria.

But "hazardous and critical control
point" procedures can be effective only if
they anticipate all potential avenues
through which disease can enter and
spread. And even inradiaiing your food —
the solution currently being pushed b)' the
food and nuclear waste intlustries — won't
knock out everything m a that could kill

F A U , 1 « ) 7
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you. It is simply the latest high-tech -fix-for problems created by mass production,
piobletns which demonstrate that the ha:-
.irds created by technological innovation
[cml to be difiicult to predict and hard to
control once they have emerged. The prob
lem is global in scope and growing

Take, for c.xamplc, the case of mad cow
disease.

First identified in England in 1985. mad
cow disease — technically, bovine spongi-
fomi encephalopathy, or BSE — produces
profound physical deterioration and de
mentia before it kills. It belongs to a class of
fatal brain diseases known as transmissible
spongiform encephalopathies, or TSEs, be
cause they riddle their \1ctims' brains with
microscopic sponge-like holes.

Neither irradiation nor cooking, nor any
«her routine sterilization, is any good at
killing the infectious agent that causes TSEs.
Accorfing to the current leading scientific
theoi)-, the infectious agent can't in fact be
killed at all. because it isn't a li\ing organ
ism to begin wlth.̂  It's simply a protein,
ailed a ■prion' (PREE-on), that occurs natu
rally in ail mammals and has the ability to
refold itself into a deadly configuration that
multiplies by recniiting other prion proteins
to chaige their folding paiiems.

A Steak through
t h e H e a r t

If the prion Is just a protein. It follows that
the only way to 'disinfect" contaminated
meat would be to treat it with something
that destroys proteins — which would
pretty much negate the whole point to eat
ing meat in the first place. In addition to
radiation, prions can withstand antibiotics,
boiling water, bleach, formaldehyde, and a
vanety of solvents, detergents, and enzymes
known to destroy m<Kt known baaeria and
viruses. In one eiqaeriment, the infectious
ageiu nrmained transmissible even after an
hour-long exposure to 360 degrees centi
grade (680 degrees Fahrenheit) — enough
heat to melt lead and to reduce a good-sized
slab of meat to fine ash. This resilience
forced researchers to raise "the disturbing
question of whether even incineration can
be guaranteed to inactivate the agent.*'

W)rse yet. if infectious prions are ^ply
Kfolded versions of a protein that the body
produces naturally, testing for their presence

L ^j'*'laBi.\biaa,SanpieiuiihiQiu>DiMim:Ae3iitall-
^ TMiv (New YMc Pn'ss, iW}.»'P«ul Brown, Pawl p. Uberakl, Axe! Wolff and D.
Uridon (mduuk, "RmbUnre of Smpte Infeclivttj' to
Siw Aaloclavine after Formaldehyde Fixalion and IJra-

Sut\t«l after Aihirig al aeiAl: i'rartlad and 11*0-

l«l.Hu.H«9.p.470.

NL'MBERC2

Drs. Carleton Gajdusek (I.) and Vincent ZIgas examine a victim of kuru, a TSE
contracted from eating Infected human brains.

is much harder than testing for a bacteria,
virus, or oiher foreign invader. Indeed.
TSEs produce no signs of inflammation or
fcvTr, and no detectable antibody response.
Thc disease usually goes undetected, there
fore. until visible symptoms appear, by
which time death is inevitable.

Unlike other infectious diseases, TSEs

In the high-tech world of
factory farms, cannibalism is
not only practiced, but is
preached as the latest miracle of
modern efficiency and progress.

can arise through chance mutations even in
populations that have never been exposed.
These "spontaneous" occurrences affect
about one in a million humans per year
and kill a variety of other mammals at the
s a m e r a t e .

Finally, TSEs are charactenzed by an
even longer incubation period than the
AIDS virus. Cases have been documented in
which more than 40 years have elapsed
between the time of exposure and the on
set of symptoms.

Taken together, these factors make it im
possible to prevent an outbreak through
quarantines, or even to detect an outbreak
before it has tcached epidemic proportions.

Fortunately, the transmissible spongi
form encephalopathies have an Achilles
heel: The)' are usually "dillicull" to trans

mit, especially from one species to another.
With the e.xception of a disease In sheep
called "scrapie," TSEs have spread widely
only In populations engaged in unnatural
feeding practices. In humans, the most
notable example occurred among the Fore
society of Papua New Guinea. After in
corporating ritual cannibalism into their fu

neral ceremonies in the eariy
20th century, the Fore fell vic
tim in large numbers to a
devastating epidemic of a
TSE called kutu.

Y o u E a t
W h a t Y o u A r e

These days, however, in the
high-tech world of factory
farms, cannibalism and
other unnatural feeding pat
terns are not only praaiced

but preached as the hiesi miracles of mod
em efficiency and progress.

Although these practices are in fact
more widespread in the US than in any
other country, it was in England that tire
first cases of TSEs spreading from mammal
to human were documented. Like kuru.
England's epidemic of mad cow disease has
been traced to cannibalism — m this case,
the feeding of "rendered" cattle protein to
other cattle. Following the first human-
deaths in England, the DSDa and the cattle
indusiiy have reluctantly accepted a Urn-
ited ban on this practice. In order to mini
mize the blow to uidustry. however, loop
holes were wntien into the legislaiion, U
remains legal to feed rendered catile pro
tein to pigs or chickeiu. whose remains can
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in turn be rendered and fed back to cattle
In addition, pigs arc still caiing pigs, and
chtckens arc routinely fed with protein
supplements derived from the feathers.
bIo«̂ , and ci'cn the feees of other chickens

According to Constimcis Reseuti'i food
editor Beatrice Truin Hunter, the food
mdusirys qucsi for cheaper animal Iced

lus taken us from gnass .ind h.iy ferding
10 such non-ir.iditiona! ingredienis m ani
mal feed as ik'wjge slutlge and Heated
manure. The search for alietiuuve »uh-
st.mcesin3iiini.ll feed suited the new eon-
diiions thai arose from iigrleiiUiiTal
changes. .. A plethora of subsi.inecs
found the ir way into anim.il feed l'lic>' in
cluded agneuliural [audi .food
wastes -. Slauglnertiouses and lanncnes
pnjiided blood, entrails, hoofs, bristles,
and feathers for ase in annail feed lln-

dusir>-pto«ded| wastes such as s.iwdim,
wood ctiips, twigs, and even ground-up
newspapers and caidboanl boxes [as well
as] cemem dust from kilns, sludge from
municipal composungpLints.w-aier from
elecinc generating planes ih.ii used lluid-
laed bed combusiion of coal, and waste
water from nuclear power stations....
[Agriculiurc procidcd] 'ihe Four Ds' —
dead, dying, disabled, and diseased ani

mals .. moislure-damagcd or maggoi-
infesied grains: foods coniam mated by ro
dents. roaches, or bird exercla.'

These innovations exisi because they are
a cheap source of nutnenis and a convenieni
way for large-scale farming operations to
disixise of wastes. Most have occurred in the
past two decades, aided and abetted by the
USDA and by university research scientists,
whose pilot projects and expcnmenial sam
plings ̂ ve "demonstrated" that "altematice
feed subaances" can be used safely'

Dying foi Dinner
Pilot projects, however, cannot anticipate
the possibility of rare and unusual 'Androm
eda strains" such as the transmissible
spongiform encephalopathies, and they are
not much good cither at predicting the like
lihood of other infectious disease outbreaks,
t̂ ovemment and industry have been aware
of these dangers for years, but have kept a
light hd on public discussions for fear of
consumer reactions. A 1990 report on cattle
inspection by the Food and Nutrition Board
of the National Academy of Sciences found
that in the United States, food-bome dis
eases "appear to be steadily increasing"
4. Br^iriir ITuin llunli-r, "Wluii l> Feil lu Our Fuul .Uit
malsf Cuiaumen'Hfifarrh. tVr, IDUO, pp. 111-14.
S-The UH-u( Ixnini; flrimlh l»nnuiu'« hits sku conlhti
utrd l» increaws Ln uipplcnu-nb. In unk-r Ui suppvct Uie
hiiitiermlllipcixliKllnnindun-itbrtlK'rirufpi.niwsuiilltill
neoJInrlsiirpiikHiitiuliivaiUiU' Intlirir nnluial ilk'I.

Pigs are still eating pigs, and chickens are routinely
fed with protein supplements derived from the
feathers, blood, and even feces of other chickens.

.An estimated S million cases of food
biicne disease and approximately 5.000
lebled deaths occur annually This ap
parent increase is vanouslyatmbuied to
automated food processing, increased re-
lunce on fast foods, greater use of pre
packaged foods and microwave ovens,
urhamaaiion. public naivete about food
production and shughter methods, and
lack of knowledge about the hygienic
precautions required at all stages of food
iuindling."

e.CiacuuilleeiiliRsalualkHiiitl SDAMrr.uiiliiunllnspee-
Unn SjslMn lor Callk. falt/c hrprrtiim OtimiiliiBun, IH":
NaUuuJActdetnyl'i^inuhp 14.

Even the National Cattlemen's Beef As
sociation admitted that this estimate of the
human toll is conservative. According to
the NCSAS James Reagan. 'Tixiay. [199̂1
food bonic illness is a major problem fcr
the industrj'. and it's a major cost for our
cotinii^'. If you look at some esunW'-
there are about 12.6 itiillion cases of
borne illness a year. The cost is esiun̂ '̂
to be about $8.4 billion, including l<»i
time ai work, health care cost, etc." ^

porno 1 allwgciir,- Rwipmral M.-.u Coiiferenv
i'>«».v.4(>.108;l, p,|ig.
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US go\cmment^ General Accounting Of
fice puts the danger even higher, estimat
ing the inie incidence of food borne illness
at as many as 81 million cases a year." By
1997, the accepted figure for US deaths
î ris 9.000 a year.

Salmonella and listeria are at the lop of the
list of common infeaions, but Escfierichifl
cdi 0157;H7 — the cause of the Hudson
hamburger recall — Itas become a growing
problem. E. coli is a common bacteria and
usually bcmgn. but the 0157 H7 strain can
be deadly,"

"It's a criiical problem for us and il̂  a
major problem, since it occurs most of the
time in children between one and eight
>'ears of age." Reagm said. First identified
in 1982, E coll 0157 H7 can induce abdomi-

AccounUni! Onicc. "(•'ood Ssfrty; Reducing
bM-. of Kood botiK! lUnwscs," reiwrt number T-
Mpi«.iW.iU,2S,lll96,• t̂ ru i> * food-borne paihogeti intullaUwl Ui wveril
■Wt̂ iJ-iufUlnesj.

J''':MUERca

nai cramping so se%-ere that it can ri-
wl labor pains or appendicitis, fol-
lowed within 24 hours by watery
diarrhea which later becomes
grossly bloody, dcscnbed in some
cases as "all blood and no stool." In
one in 20 patients, especially chil
dren . these sympioms progress to a
more severe condition known as

hemol>'tlc uremic sjmdrome (HUS),
marked by clotting of the red blood
cells which in turn can cause kidney
and heart failure, disorders of the
central nervous sysicm, seizures,
coma, and death.

Researchers are discovering
that the problem is even more ex
tensive and complicated than pre-
\*iously thought. When a group of
Belgian microbiologists tried to
track down the cause of life threat

ening kidney failures from con
taminated food, they found no E
coli 0157 in the stricken patients.
After conducting genetic or toxi-
colog' tests, the researchers found
that the gravely ill patients had
other £. coli variants including 026.
091,0103,0111, and 0172. Without
the specialized and time<onsum-
ing tests they ran, these strains
would have gone undetected and
the sou rce o f t he con tam ina t i on

impossible to find.'®
Undercooked ground beef is the

most common vehicle of E. coli in
fection. which has been popping up
increasingly in day-care centers,
nursing homes, restaurants, and
other institutional settings. The

most notorious single outbreak was a highly
publicized 1992 case involving contami
nated hambu r̂s at Jack-in-ihe-Bax restau
rants, which sickened more than 700
people, causing 55 cases of HUS and four
deaths. The media reaction from that case
prompted James Reagan to ponder 'how
today's headlines compare v,1di those at the
turn of the century when Upton Sinclair
wrote Cnif Jungle.) We know how revolu
tionary that [book) was and how devastat
ing it was for the meat industry." he said. '1
think back over the number of discussions
I've had during the last six months with
regulatory agencies, meat packers and oth
ers. I left some of those conversations think
ing that this outbreak in January may be as
revolutionary as what happened around the
lum of the ccnturyi""
10. "iiwd bujdettcthw kxik bfjtmd the »uil suspects,"
.KevSeienlul (EngUiid). June 7.1»7, p. 8.
t t . r i i . p . 1 1 8 .
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F i l l e l o f S o u l
The situation may be rcvokuumary, but
indusiiy reaction has been mostly of the
counterrcvoluiionar>' variety. Rather than
offering solutions to prevent future out
breaks. industry focuses on 'containing"
current outbreaks — including outbreaks
of public concern.

This attitude toward health risks is
epitomized by the words of Jack Mongo-
ven, president of the Mongoven, Biscoe &
Duchin PR firm which advises the National
Cattlemen's Beef Association (NCBA). In
1994, Mongoven helped broker an indus
try response to evidence compiled by the
Environmenul Protection Agency shovtlng
that consumption of beef and milk prod
ucts accounts for more than three-fourths
of human exposure to dioxin-like com
pounds. Exposure to even small amounts
of dioxin has been linked to cancer and to
endocrine disruption which can cause
se.xual deformities, lowered intelligence
and other hormonal problems.

"The National Cattlemenk [Becfl Asso
ciation is coordinating a group of affected
industries to respond." Mongoven wrote in
a confidential memo. "At this lime, the di
oxin source industry groups arc concentrat
ing on questioning the toxicology data the
report relies on.... NCA and its allies in the
working group have a history of strong re
lations with the Agriculture department, and
its certain they will use these solid ties to put
pressure on EPA through Agriculture.""

Thanks to a corporate whistleblower.
several of Mongoven's internal memos were
leaked to Greenpeace. The documents re
vealed a cynical attitude toward human
safety that shocked even jaded political ac
tivists. According to Mongoven, the indus
try should wage an aggressive campaign
against environmentalists and other aaivists
who 'pla>' on the emotions of the public and
its concern for future generations." Such
concerns, he argues, are simply pan of an
environmentalist effort to attack corporate
power by imposing a new and nefarious le
gal standard that Mongoven calls "the pre
cautionary principle."

The precautionary principle holds that
a manufaaurer must prove that its product
does no harm, before it can be marketed,"
Mongoven complained in the March 1995
issue of'Eco-iogic," an ami-en\1ronmenial-
ist newsletter. "Activists want to use this
weapon to control the behavior of other
Americans... [lol revolutionize American
thinking about reguUuion, constitutional

MBD L'pdair and AnaJ)sB, I'oftOdtntiai Iw CIdorinc
CheiiustiyCounciliActMsti'pdattiChloclni'iMaylS, 19W.
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law. and government̂  a'lle in society."" To
win its war against activists, industry needs
"to mobilize science against the precau
tionary principle.... The industiy must
identify the implications posed by the "pre-
cauttonaiy principle' and assist the public
in understanding the damage it inflicts on
the role of science in modern development
and production.""

Apocalypse Cow?
Mad cow disease puts the two sides of the
debate on the precautionary principle in
stark relief. As in many situations affecting
public health — from the dangers of glo
bal warming to low-level radiation, to pes
ticide contamination — the science is con
vincing but not definitive. Industry
contends that if a clear danger cannot be
proven beyond a shadow of a doubt, then the
marketplace should rule and trade should
not be restricted. Activists and environ
mentalists take the view that it is up to in
dustry to establish the safety of a product
or process be/ore it is marketed and that
consumers should never be used as guinea
pigs. In the case of mad cow disease, no
one knows if the problem will remain small
or become epidemic, and a credible case
can be made for either scenario. With po
tential sukes this high — the health of a
major industry versus the lives of mil

ls. Jack Morgpvcn. The Precautionaiy Principle," £ro-
logic, Mar. 03, pp. 14-15.
14. Jack Mongovra to Chdc Ureencrl and Rrad Uciilkart,
•Re; MOD Attklst Kepott" (memorandunO.Sept. 7, IflM.

lions — government regulatory agencies
arc squirming.

On Match 20.1996, after much public
pressure, London reversed a decade of denial and admitted that consumption of̂bcel
from mad cows was the "most likely ex
planation for the appearance of a bizarre,
previously unseen dementia in humans
known as "new variant Creutzfcidi-jakob
Disease" (nvCJD). Like conventional

It is impossible to predict the size
of the epidemic — it may only
involve hundreds, but it could
...become a disaster of biblical
proportions. — John Collinge, microbiologist

strains of Creutzfeldt-Jakob Disease (CJD),
the new variant belongs to the class of
transmissible spongiform encephalopa
thies. Like all TSEs, nvCJD is incurable and
inevitably fatal. Conventional CJD, unlike
nvCJD, almost always attacks people over
50 years old. The new variani came to light
when young people — some of them still
in their teens — started dying.

To date, 22 cases of the new disease
have been documented in humans, with
several more suspected cases still alive and
therefore unconfirmed. The number so far
is small, and it is possible that it will slay

In one experiment, the Infectious agent remained transmissible even after an
hour-long exposure to enough heat to melt lead and to reduce a good-sized

slab of meat to fine ash. This raised "the disturbing question of whether even
incineration can be guaranteed to Inactivate the agent."

Su

small, but thai is by no means certain. Like
AIDS, the spongiform encephalopathies arc
diseases that cait take years, even decades,
to incubate, thereby making it impossible
to predict the size of an outbreak during its
early stages.

This parallel has been noted by Luc
Montagnier, the French scientist who in
1983 first discovered the infectious agent
that causes AiDS. At that time. France had

only 200 AIDS cases. "1 did— not real ize the epidemic
could spread so fast and
so widely in the world,"
he said, warning that the
handful of early human
vic t ims f rom mad cow
disease could be the har
binger of a much larger
epidemic. "It is very diffi-
cull to predict, as it was
for HIV in 1983," he said.

No TSE had ever been documented in
cows until the mid-1980s, and the total
number of bovine cases did not top 1,000
until 1988. Since then, however, more than
160,000 cows have been diagnosed and
scientists concur chat most were infected
during the period when the British govem-
ment was confidently claiming that "the
number of confirmed cases ... is very
small."" "In those days, it really was hard;
in fact, nobody honestly could foresee
what was going to happen," British re
searcher Richard Kimberlin said in 1996.
"Now it is all painfully clear, the sheer scale
of the epidemic."'®

U p t o n S i n c l a i r M e e t s
Soylent Green

While the fate of Britain^ cows may be clear,
that of its beef-eating human population
remains clouded. Recent news has not been
good. This August, doctors disclosed that
Clare Louise Tomkins had become the 22nd
known victim of mad cow disease. Twenty-
four years old at the time of her death,
Tomkins had been a strict vegetarian for 12
years. Earlier in the epidemic, the beef in
dustry would probably have interpreted this
fact as "prooP that something other than
eating b̂f was the true cause of nvCJD. To
day, however, mounting evidence has led to
a near-total scientific consensus in favor of
the link to beef.

15. "DseascL'pdatf:UvviiieSpon^omiGn(-«]rivilopaLh)-,'
IWen'xaiv Ktxoni (UK), v. 122, a 20, May 14, W-
477-78.
16. Kk'hanl KiniberUn,'t.'unentScicnceon'iratQniission
ot TSH,' preseiiUtiun iluriî  a tm>-<lay sjmposiuin on Tis
sue Distribution, liiacihalion and IWnsRiisikin ol IVuts-
mt>sibleS{iun̂ rurm Kncephalopathiea Ô Hs) of .Animals,
Kbvniali-,MI),Ma>TS-l4, lOOG.
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That the disease occurred in a woman
who had not eaten meat for 12 years raises
ominous possibilities: While Tomkins
niighi have eaten a small quantity of meat
without being aware of it, it is also possible
{hat her illness had been incubating for
fnore tlion a decade and that she became
infected by eating beef before mad cow
disease was even detected in cows. In that
case, ihc 22 nvCJD cases to date might
park the beginning of a huge epidemic
bell curve. There is also a chance that
Tomkins was infected by non-meat prod
ucts. Like most vegetarians, she drank milk
and aic cheese, and was probably exposed
10 bovine products such as gelatin, which
is used in a wide variety of processed foods,
as well as in medicines and cosmetics.
Laboratory tests, however, have failed to
detect infecthity in milk or gelatin. If they
were the route through which she con
tracted the disease, it would imply that
Lxisiing tests are not sensitive enough and
that undetectable yet deadly levels of infec
tion have entered the human food chain.

Whatever chat cause, scientists are
growing increasingly concerned. In 1996,
British microbiologist John Collinge was
one of the researchers whose work was fre
quently cited as evidence that mad cow
disease posed little or no risk to humans.
This August, however, he said. "1 am now
coming round to the view chat doctors
working in this field have to say what they
think, even though this may give rise to
anxieties which later turn out to be

ûndlcss. We have a heavy weight of re
sponsibility to warn, but we have to be
aware that what we say may be scary and
may do irremediable economic damage.
But it can no longer be denied that it is

While industty wants to market
any product not yet proven
dangerous, environmentalists
insist that consumers never
be used as guinea pigs.

possible, ewin likely, that we may have to
face an epidemic. It is impossible to predict
the size of the epidemic — it may only in
volve hundreds, but it could be Europe-
wide and become a disaster of biblical pro-
ponions. We have to face the possibility of
a disaster with tens of thousands of cases. VW
iust don"! know if this will happen, but wlut

Nl 'MBKR(i2

is certain is that wc can
not afford to wait and

have to do some-
in'ng. right now. We
nave to find the an
swers, not only to the
questions ofihciuuute
of the disease, but to
find a way to develop an
effective treatment.'"

„ Can IIHappen Here?
No cases of the British
strain of botine spon
giform encephalopathy
have been documented
yet in the US, but there
is evidence that a dif
ferent TSE has already
occurred in US cattle.
Outbreaks of transmis
sible mink encephal
opathy have wiped out
a few mink farms, and
epidemiological data
show clearly that this
rare disease is spread
through contaminated
feed. In every docu
mented case to date,
cattle proteins have
been pan of the minks'
diet. In 1985. Profes
sor Richard Marsh of
the University of Wis
consin investigated a
case in which a mink rancher's primary food
source came f rom "downer cows" — an i

mals designated unfit for human consump
tion. Their symptoms, e.g., inability to

stand, matched those for
mad cow disease. Funher re
search showed that when
brain matter from the dis
eased mink was transmitted

back to healthy cattle, it pro
duced a "KE with symptoms
identical to those commonly
found in downer cows.

Another unexpected av
enue of CJD nsk hit the
headlines in the US in Au
gust 1997, when research

ers studied five unrelated patients who had
been seen with CJD at a clinic in western
Kentucky and found that all five had a his
tory of eating squirrel brains. Although
squirrel brains are eaten by some people in
rural areas, it was hardly a popular food
17. -Human 'Mail Co«' Casr Number 21 In BtiUin,"
Ki-uleis, Uimkin, Au*. 4.1997.

item. No cases of TSE h.id ever been docu

mented in a squirrel, but the link was sug
gestive enough that researchers urged
"caution ... in the ingestion of this arboreal
r o d e m . " ' "

So far, the US appears to ha\'e avoided
an epidemic like the one that has devas
tated Britain's cattle industry — but thanks
more to blind luck than to sound policies.
E\Tn after England prohibited feeding ren
dered cows back to cows, USDA officials
continued to tell farmers that the practice
was safe. In 1993, the USDA rebuffed a for
mal petition by activist Jeremy Rifkin to
ban the practice. Gary Wilson of the Na
tional Cattlemen's Association responded
by ridtcuUng Rifkin's warning that BSE
could pose a risk to humans, calling it a
"very creative stretch of scieniific research
and evidence."" Wilson admitted iliai his

t8. Juseph Beisn; rt aL, •CwiUfrliftJaJujb Dtsense and
llalineSquinvl BiaijB,*ten<vl r. 230, nK90T!l,.Au&20,1997.
l9."t̂ li*'Silad-C(m'FMR.RillQnGniupP«aiiii«FD.\U>
Halt I'ow Cannibalbun,'" S'athlwa Ilivt Comraunily Su-
triiiMilRstJliUe,v.2i,n 24. Junei^ 1992, p.-
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"indusir>' could find economically feasible
alicmaiives to ... Irendcrcd] animal pro-
lein. .. However, the association docs not
want to set a precedent of being ruled by
'activists.'

Internally, some USDA staff members
within the /inimal and Plant Health Inspec
tion Service (APHlS) have come down on
the side of employing the precautionar)'
principle. A 1992 internal report recom
mended a mandatory ban on same-spccies
feeding. "They argue that because there is
evidence that pigs, cats, mink, deer, and a
wide variety of experimental animals may
be susceptible to transmissible spon̂ form
encephalopathies, the onlyprudcni polic)-
is to not feed products that may contain
these agents to any species of animal,' the
report admitted. "The advantage of this
option is that it minimizes the risk of BSE.
The disadvantage is that the cost to the
livestock and rendering industries would
b e s u b s t a n t i a l . " ^ ' V C g g l C

No action was taken, however, until
June 4,1997 — more than a year after the
British government reluctantly admitted
that human beings were dying from eating
BSE-infected beef. The regulation now in
place officially bans the practice of feeding
cattle and other ruminant (cud-chcwingi
animals with proteins derived from other
ruminants. Cannibalistic feeding practices

20. Food Chrmical A'no, July 6, IBB3.
21. USDVAPlllS, "Bovine Spon^orm Encrphalc t̂hy:
llendertns Policy," 1091, pp. 6-10.

are continuing, however, with pig?, chick
ens and oiher non-ruminant species.

So far, then, faced with the choice be
tween possible damage to public health
and injury lo pnvate industry, the govern
ment has thrown the precautionary pnn-
ciplc to the wind-

Shut 0p and Eat:
Food Censoiship in the USA
Meanwhile, corporations are trying to chill
critics. On June 19. a British judge ruled
that two environmental activists had com-

Media coverage of the food
disparagement laws has
trivialized the issues with
cutesy wordplay about

hate c r imes .

An experiment Is being carried out
to see if humans can catch BSE.

These are the guinea pigs.

Ad placed In Britain by vegetarian activists.

milted "McLibel" when they criticized the
McDonald's restaurant chain for serving
fatty, unhealthy foods, damaging the envi
ronment, paying low wages, and mistreat
ing animals. Although Justice Rodger Bell
acknowledged that there was a factual ba
sis for all of these criticisms, he ruled un
der Britain's reactionary libel law that activ
ists Helen Steel and Dave Morris were

guilty anyway and ordered them
to pay $96,000 in damages.

In the US, the food industry is
working overtime to enact Brit
ish-style libel laws that make it
easier to silence activists and jour
nalists. Agribusiness has spent the
past half decade introducing
"food disparagement' laws into
dozens of states and has gotten
laws passed in 13: Alabama, Ari
zona. Colorado. Florida, Georgia,
Idaho, Louisiana, Mississippi,
North Dakota, Ohio. Okbhoma,
South Dakota, and Texas. Nick-
nam«i "banana laws" or'broccoli
bills" by media, agricultural prod
uct disparagement laws were de
signed specifically and expressly
to chill critics and protect indus
try pronts by preventing people
from expressing opinions that
might discourage consumers
from buying particular foods.

The scant media coverage of
new laws has tended to trivialize

the issues with cutesy wordplay

f fl j

and Ught-hcartcd commen
tary about "veggie hate
crimes," "Mind how you dis
parage asparagus or berate
broccoli," advised the head
line in the Los Angeles Times.
"Don't bad-mouth that Brus
sels sprout. It could cost
you," quipped USA Today.
Bui while the media chuckle
smugly, the potential chilling
effect and the ccnstiiulional

implications of the
laws are largely ig-

— nored. Although the
F i r s t A m e n d m e n t
s ta tes tha t 'Con

gress shall make no
law... abridging the
freedom of speech,
or of the press; or
the right of the
people peaceably to
assemble, and to pe-
tition the Govern
ment for a redress of

grievances," the new "agri
cultural product disparage
ment laws," are doing just
that. They give the food in
dustries the power to sue
people who criticize their
products, using standards of
evidence which dramarically
shift the "burden of proof" in
favor of the industry. 'In
them, American agribusiness has its
mightiest tool yet against food-safety activ
ists and environmentalists, whose cam
paigns can cost industry millions if they af
fect consumers' buying habits." observes
Village Voice reporter Thomas Goeiz.''

The first target of a lawsuit under the
new legislation is Howard Lyman of the
Humane Society of the US, who is being
sued along with Oprah Winfrey for warn
ing on the Oprah Show about the human
dangers associated with Britain's epidemic
of mad cow disease. The lawsuit against
him, filed in 1996 by cattleman Paul
Engler, states that Lyman's warning about
mad cow disease "goes beyond all possible
bounds of decency and is utterly intoler
able in a civilized community.*-'

The Oprah lawsuit will be the first test
case for a new legal standard. 'All agricul
tural eyes will be watching this one," ob-
22. ThomaaCoelz.'AItFrlticOiinhCnfih.'ltUiijr ItOT,
Apr. 28,198', p. S9.
S3. Milion bv' Paul P. Englrr ami Cactiu Peedtn, Inc.
agilnst Oprah VMnfTr)', Har̂  PinductluiB, llimani l̂ Tiun
ami rannon Cemmunicalions, ItS DIsthcl Court,
NntUipnt Otstiki, May 23,1006.
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"Finishing" feedlot for fattening up to 10,000 cattle before slaughter.

scrvTd one food industry lobbyist. Englers
attorney descnbed the suit as "a historic
case, it serves as a real bellwether. U should
"take reporters and journalists and enter
tainers— and whatever Oprah cortsiders
herself—more careful.""

Shifting the Burden
Lnder ptcsious laws, the food induslr>'
hore the burden of proof. To win a libel
c»e, It had to prove that its critics were de
liberately and knowingly circulating false
information. Under the new standard,
howe\-er, it doesn't matter that Lyman be
hests in his statements, or even that he can
Produce distinguished scientists to support
his conclusions. According to Tom Holt,
nghi-wiiig poliq- wonk with longstandingties 10 right-wing institutions and causes,
the new hws place "the onus on the dispar
aging activist, rather than under liability
i-iw. which would place the onus on the
i;!;;wcr or manufacturer of the disparaged
product.'1'Thai means that instead of cor-

'•<' ri/.

porations being forced to prove their crit
ics are wrong, food critics can be judged
guilty unless they can prove that what they
have said is right. The industry could con-
nIci Lyman of spreading "false information"
if it connnced a jury that his statements on
the Oprah show derated from "reasonable
and reliable scientific inquiry, facts, or
data" — a legal standard which gives a
clear advantage to the multi-billion-dollar
beef industry, particularly in Texas cattle
country — and particularly with respect to
mad cow disease, an e.\otic illness whose
characteristics continue to baflle research
ers. And the penalties are stiff. In Idaho, de
fendants can be required to pay a fine equal
10 the plainiifTs claimed financial damages.
In Texas, the penalty is three limes the dam
ages. In Colorado, the legislation included
provisions for up to a yearofactualjai! lime.

"Agricultural disparagement statutes
represent a legislative .tilcmpt to insulate
an economic sector from criticism, .and, in

25. Tom thiit. "Cuuldlawwiu BelheCure for Junk Sci-
pactr PnarOii% v. 7, U.2 {1995).

Ba

this respect, iliey may be strikingly suc
cessful in chilling the speech of anyone
concerned about the food we eat," ob
serves David Bederman. Associate Profes
sor of Law at Emory University Law-
School. "The freedom of speech, always
precious, becomes ever more so as the ag
ricultural industries use previously un
tried methods as varied as exotic pesti
cides, growth hormones, radiation, and
genetic engineering on our food supply.
Scientists and consumer advocates must
be able to express their iegiiimate con
cerns. The agncultiiral disparagement
statutes quell just that of speech. At
bottom, any restriction on speech about
the quality and safely of our food is dan
gerous. undemocratic, and unconstitu
t i o n a l . " ' ^

Kansas cattle rancher Jim Sartwelle
disagrees. "That type of speech. 1 don't
feel needs to be pixviecied." he argues. "It's
important to have some son of b.ickstop

20. lljvid J. Bnltrmian, iniciMrw b> John Suubet Ftti.
15,1907.
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Thousands o1 chickens in a battery egg-laying system are kept in small cages
throughout their productive lives.

in place to penalize people for making un
substantiated comments.'"

That the Oprah case has emerged as
the test may prove fortunate. Amid the
scientific debate and many mysteries sur
rounding the disease, one fact has
emerged undisputed. The disease in cows
became an epidemic because of modern
farming practices, in particular the prac
tice of feeding protein derived from ren
dered cattle back to other cows. Howard
Lyman's appearance on the Oprah
Winfrey show focused precisely on this
"cow cannibalism.' He is being sued be
cause he accurately and correctly told a
national audience that the US meat indus
try is continuing lo practice animal can
nibalism on a massive scale.

Sl iAPP Happy
No matter what the verdict in the L>Tnan
case, though, the food industry expects to
emerge a winner. Lyman is a victim of a
corporate technique that has become so
popular that it even carries its own cute
nickname in legal circles. 'SIĵ pp suits," an
acronym for "strategic lawsuits against
public participatton" are designed to sue
people into silence and submission. "Thou
sands of SUPPS have been filed in the last
two decades, tens of thousands of Ameri
cans have been SUtPPed, and still more
have been muted or silenced by the threat."
write law professors George Pring and
Penelope Canan in their 1996 book.
Supps; Getting Sued /or Speohing Out.
87. AnUwuf CuQimB. "Food IViAicns Push for Pio-
Urtugnivii Cjuptbum UuiDun,* CNN, 13, IS9&

"[Fillers of SUPPS rarely win in court yet
often "win' in the real world, achicting their
political agendas. We found that slapp tar
gets who fight back seldom lose in court
yet are frequently devastated and
depoliticized and discourage others from
speaking out — "chilled' in the parlance of
First Amendment commeniaiy.'^

If we let industry set the rules
of the debate, there will
literally be no limit to what
we'll have to swallow.

■initially wc s.w such suits as attacks
on traditiotial 'free speech' and rĉ rded
them as just 'iiuimidaiion lawsuits,' Pring
and Canan state. "As wc studied them fur
ther an even more significant linkage
emerged: the defendants had been speak
ing out in government hearings, to govcm-
mcni officials, or about government
actions..- This was not just free speech
under attack. It was that other and older
and even more central part of our Consti-
lution: the right to petition government for
a redress of grievances, the "Petition Cbuse'
of the First Amendment,"

Slapp suits threaten the very foundation
of citizen involvement and public pnicipa-
tion in democracy. "Americans by the thou
sands are being sued, simply for exercising
one of our most cherished rights: the right
to communicate our views to our govern
ment officials, to 'speak out' on public is
sues," state Pring and Canan. "Today, you
and your friends, neighbors, co-workers,
community leaders, and clients can be sued
for millions of dollaisjust for telling the g)v-
emment what you think, want, or believe
in. Both individuals and groups are now
being routinely sued in multirailHon-dollar
damage actions for such "all-American' po
litical activities as drculaiing a petition, writ
ing a letter to the editor, tesrifying at a pub
lic hearing, reporting violations of law,

lobbying for legislation, peace
ful demonstrating, or otherwise
attempting to influence gov
ernment action."'®

They are also often broke since these
suits not only divert critics' time and enetgy,
but force them to spend huge amounts of
money defending themselves in coun.
"The longer the liti^on can be stretched
out... the closer the slapp filer moves to suc
cess." obser\'es New York Supreme Court
Judge J- Nicholas Cobbella. 'Those who
lack the financial resources and emotional
stamina to play out the "gime" face the dif
ficult choice of defaulting despite merito
rious defenses or being brought to their
knees to settle. . .. Short of a gun to the
head, a greater threat to First Amendment
e.xpression can scarcely be imagjned.*"

ZS. George W. Piing and Puwlope Canan, SLiPPs: Grt-
liag SiKdfuT Spraking Out (PtiUadclpKla. Temple L'ni-
veralyPrft® l9W),p.xL
89. GdntuM IS. JAimMc, NY Supreme Court drrtstan, 1992.

P o w e r t o t h e
P l a i n l i f f s / S u e A s I

Do, Not As 1 Say
Corporate libel lawsuits bring
the formidable powers of gov
ernment and industry together

for the purpose of suppressing the views of
people with complaints against the system.
Ironically, the PR industry is eagerly hypping
these lawsuits as populist solutions to the
problem of too much government. Accord
ing to Tom Holt, associated with Capital
Research Center, reforms are necessary to
make it harder to sue corporations because
the consumer movement has imposed sig
nificant costs on industry — costs ulti
mately passed on to consumers — and has
violated individual freedoms in a fiitile ef
fort to protect us from our own actions and
judgment.'" In order to restore those free
doms, Holt is now calling for new laws so
that corporations can more effectively sue,
chastise and punish their enemies. 'Could
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Utt-suiis be the cure for junk sdence?" he
asked in a 1995 issue of Priorities, the
monthly publication of Elizabeth Whelan's
corporate-funded right-wing advocacy
group, the American Council on Science
and Health."

Holt complained that current libel law
-has been a major stumbling block to the
progress of a lawsuit brought by the Wash
ington Apple Growers against the National
Resources Defense Council, fierpeirators of
the Alar scare. The growers initially filed suit
in Yakima County (Wteh.) Superior Court;
but ..thegrowcrslositheircase."Fonunatcly.
he added, "agribusiness is now fighting back,
shepherding what are known as •agricultural
product disparagement laws' ihioû  state
Icgslaiures On the na
tional level, the National
Association of State De
partments of Agriculture
failed in its attempt to in
clude amilarproiiaonsin
the 1995 farm bill.""

T h e M e a t o f
t h e M a t t e r

Not surprisingly, given its
disastrous safety record
and vulnerability to li-
abihty. the meat industry
is spearheading the cur
r e n t d r i v e t o u n d e r c u t
consumer protections.
Leading the charge is the
nonprofit, tax-exempt
Animal Induary Founda
tion (AlF), which calls it
self 'animal agriculture's
co l lea ive vo ice on food
ammai production, its ef-
fea on diet and cn\-iron-
ment, and its contribu
tions to our quality of life." AlFs corporate
funders include the powerhouse Burson-
Marsieller and Hill & Knowlion PR firms.
Its trustees include a who's-who of meat

industry lobby and trade assoaaiions: the
Amencan Farm Bureau Federation, Ameri
can Feed Indimry Association, American
Sheep Industry Association. American So
ciety of Animal Science. Amencan Veal As
sociailon. National Broiler Council. Na
lional Cattlemen's Beef Association
National Milk Producers Federation. Na
tional Pork Producers Council. National

J I . r » p l u l l > n u i * f b U U " I b f T J i r
Kitr •/Ikr.'iaiinii State.
32 iiull.sp (it
n. ki law, KRMm Unl an uiunaftll UjH MU
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Turkey Federation. Southeastern Poultry &
Egg Association and United Egg Producers.

Rather than push for legslation at the
national level, the food industry has
worked quietly statc-by-staie while avoid-
ing a coniroversial national debate. "The
model for these statutes was developed by
the American Feed Industry Association,"
boasts an AIF newsletter. "If you'd like a
copy of the model state legislation, please
contact in writing Steve Kopperud at afia.""
AIF in fact shares the same address, phone
and staff as afia — the American Feed In
dustry Association. a "national trade associa
tion rcptescniing the manufaaurcrs of more
than 70 percent of the primary fomiula live
stock and poultry feed sold annually."

Contrary to the old adage, you should watch both policy and sausage
being made - if you value your stomach.

A letter Kopperud wrote to Consumer
Reports is a model of Orweliian double-
sp̂ . In it he defended the industry's ratio
nale behind food disparagemeni laws,
claiming ihat they "do not repress free
speech, but rather compel a speaker to think
twice about opportunistic or false state
ments and the damage such rhetoric can
do.... Fooddisparagemem laws, as loob to
make more honest our national discussion
of food safely, are the ultimate consumer
protection."

The AIF speaks more bluntly m bicrature
ainwd at tuners "Aninul rights activists...
threaten the survival of today's famwis and
rancbeiv .. lisimietofightl̂ k!.. thmugh
advertising, elementary school programs,
St. Anlitullndmti) FiiuaibIiimtirude(lrr,v.7,a3(Ui)/
June lieU).

S i

publications and videos, news media out
reach and public opinion rcscatch."

Te i m s o f t h e D e b a t e
With thb arsenal at their dbposal. the food
industry cen.iinly has enough power to
make its voice heard in debates ovxr food
safety, but ii never seems to feci that it has
enough power, It would be convenient,
from the indusiryi perspective, to shield
itself from "hysteria, panic and instability"
if It could limit the debate to "experts."
through censorship measures such as "food
dbparagement laws."

Mad cow disease, however, b only one
of multiple indications that the modern
food industry is tampering with forces of

n a t u r e t h a t i t d o e s n o t

fully understand. "BSE is
the Chernobyl of food
safety." writes Nicob Fox
in her important new
book. Spoiled; The Dan
gerous Truth Afjout a Food
Chain Gone Haywire.
"Just as the world's worst
n u c l e a r a c c i d e n t t r a n s

formed public thinking
abou t t he wbdom o f
producing electricity by
a means with the poten
tial to be so damaging for
so long a time. BSE b a
warning shot across the
bow of intensive farming
practices, the worldwide
distribution of agricul
tural products, and the
demand for cheap food,"
she adds. "It underscores
the dangers inherent in
creating a division be
t w e e n a n i m a l a n d h u

man medical science and making the er
roneous assumption that they are not di
rectly related. It underlines the inherent
flaw in entrusting the safety of food to a
government agency that is at the same
time mandated to protect the agricultural
industry."''

The debate over these practices needs
to involve more than the voices of indus
try and its designated experts. If we let in
dustry set the rules of the debate, there will
literally be no limn to what we'll have to
swallow, and the nightmare of mad cow
disease — or something just as bad. or
worse — not only can Irappen again, but
almost certainly will. ■

3 5 . T V O t n j i m N U T h i b . b o u l a F o o d
IXainGoneHaiiwin (NY: llirprr Collins. tUT), p. 331.
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CAQ'S BOOKS OF INTEREST

Secrets: The CIAs War at Home

by Angus Matfecnzjc
UNIVIRSm OT CAliFOBNlA RtEiS. 1997,
ENOSCTCS. ISMX. 254 PP. S27.50 HB

Prize-winning invesiigaiive journalistand First Amendment crusader Angus
Mackenzie died in 1994, but continues to
haunt the CIA. The agency celebrated its
50^ annh-ersaiy in September, and the si
multaneous posthumous publication of Se
crets must have spoiled the festivities. For
Mackenzie's riioal work, the product of 15
years of dedicated research, is an expose of
the ClAb long-running — and clearly ille
gal — operations inside the US. as well as
a history of the agencyis efforts to hide its
misdeeds behind a veil of imposed secrecy.

The book examines two too l s i n the

government's arsenal of weapons to quash
dissent — suppression and censorship —
and shows how the CIA, among other
agencies, used those tools to protect its
interests; the rule of law be damned. Macken-
zies narrative of Vietnam-era CIA political
spying on anti-war publications and its
subsequent use of censorship to protect its
crimes from discovery is as engaging as any
spy noN-cl. It also shows dramatically how
the CIA's effort to cover up its domestic
operations — an act of bureaucratic self-
preservation — has had a far-reaching nega
tive impact on First Amendment rights, es
pecially those of government employees.

For Mackenzie, the root of the problem
is the CIAS founding charter, the National
Security Act of 1947. which enjoins the
agency to "protect sources and methods.'
This injunaion became the legal basis for
prior censorship against former employees-
tumed-cntics. such as Victor Marcheiti and
Philip Agee. Building on its success in those
early cases, the government has expanded
the use of secrecy contracts for all sorts of
federal employees, subjecting them to pnor
review of their wntings for life.

Apan from the government enforcers
themselves. Mackenzie finds some surpris
ing villains in the long struggle over cen
sorship. most prominently the Washington
ACLU office under Morton Halperin,
Mackenzie argues convincingly that
Halperin and his ACLU .issoctates repeat
edly caved in to the CIA in secrecy battles
during the 1980s. Notably. Halperin
agreed to sacrifice the First Amendment
rights of government employees in order to
preserve those of Journalists under the In
telligence Identities Protection Act, Ocjually
unconscionable in Mackenzie's view, the
ACLU chose to negotiate with the CIA
rather than mobilize its members and sup
porters to fight attempts at censorship.

Secrets covers episodes familiar to those
who have followed the spy wars over the
decades, such as the brouhaha around
Counterspy, stepparent to CAQ, but Mac
kenzie adds information gleaned from his
voluminous foia requests and hard-won
interviews. He also situates the individual
episodes in the long-running struggle over
freedom of information in a fruitful, long-
term perspective. Secrets is a fitting farewell
from a journalist who will be missed.

C r a c k i n A m e r i c a ;
Demon Dmgs and Social Justice
Craig Rrinarrmm 6- Harry C. Levine, (eds.)
University of Caufornia Press. 1997.
ENDNOTES, INCiCES, 388 PP.. $ 17.95 PB.

Crime is Not the Problem:
Le tha l V io lence i n Amer i ca

by Franftlin E. Zimring & Gordon Hawkins
Oxford University Press. 1997, endnotes,
BIBUOGRAPHY. APPENDICES, 288 PP.. $35.00 HB,

What's behind the rot in the inner cities, the decline of moral values, and
all of our other ills? According to law-and-
order politicians, the media, and other pur
veyors of moral panic, the answer is
drugscrimevioJcnce. as if the three distinct
phenomena were somehow one big. throb
bing mass of social evil. In these two im
portant works, social scientists put the lie
to much of the demagoguery that passes
for informed discourse on criminal justice
issues.

Crack in America insists in no uncertain
terms that nearly everything we "know"
about crack is wrong, and it relics not on
polemics but on hard numbers to do so.
The crack epidemic? At the same time the
media were hyping the plague, cocaine use
was dropping. A black epidemic? The ma
jority of crack users arc white. Crack ba
bies? It turns out that the syndromes asso-

elated with -crack babies" are better de
scribed as being associated with poverty.
Neither, it seems, do the horrendous con
sequences for these babies — life-long
learning disoidcrs. inability to bond with
other humans — actually exist.

Editors Craig Reinarman and Harry G.
Levine bring together a coterie of respected
researchers to examine all facets of the
"crack crisis." from the drug's ps>-chophar-
macoiogy to the creation of "drug panics"
to the unintended consequences of prohi
bition and the threats to basic freedoms de
riving from what they describe as a mis
guided drug war. The editors contribute
excellent chapters on the manufacture of
drug hysteria and on how to achieve a sane
response to drug abuse. All the contribu
tors agree that a primary function of the
crack scare was social and political; to de
flect attention from the Reagan and Bush
administrations' inner city-destroying eco
nomic policies. The editors and research-
CIS involved have crafted the book on crack
cocaine. Crack in America is rigorously rea
soned, yet passionate in its prescriptions.
It should be a required text for anyone in
terested in drug policy.

Crime Is Not the Problem tsobies the act
that gives US criminality its particularly
frightening charaacr: murder, "nie authors'
tiick is to distinguish Ixrtwcen crime and vio
lence, and the results are rewarding. Draw
ing on an exhaustive (and occasionally ex
hausting) review of existing research, the au
thors first place US crime in comparative
and historical perspective, then examine the
factors that may explain the differences.

In something of a surprise (at least to
those who rely on the mass media). Zim
ring and Hawkins find that except for ho
micide, US crime rates are roughly similar
to those of the other Western industrial
countries. They then devote chapters to the
question of whether guns, the mass media,
and illegal drugs have a sipiiftcam explana
tory role, and in the authors' own words,
the short answer is ">es, no, and maybe."

U seems commonsensical that the easy
availability of guns increases the likelihood
of murder. Zimring and Hawkins crunch
the numbers, and the results confirm com
mon sense, but with a few twists. Guns are
used in only 4% of all crimes, but 70% of
all killings. And most killings do not origi
nate in criminal activity but in arguments
that escalate. Where guns are not easily
available, the result may be an assault; in
the US. it is more often murder. Likewise,
illegal drug markets in other countries do
not produce the slaughter bbmed on drugs
in the US.
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That many of the conclusions reached
in these volumes seem counterintuitive at
fust glance speaks volumes about the sorry
state of the national conversation about
crime and justice. These works are a vig
orous antidote to a muscle-bound "tough
ness" that is unable or unwilling to take the
feeblest of analytical steps toward untying
the Gordian knot of criminality in the US.

Grossed-Out Surgeon Vomits
Inside Patient!: An Insider's
Look at Supermarket Tabloids
by Jim Hogshim
FBMLHotSE. 1997. HHKiGRAntr. 147 w., $12.95 PO.
The Redneck Manifesto:
America's Scapegoats — How We
Got That Way and Why We're Not
(}oing to Take It An)'more

iy}im Goad
Simon & SotusiER. 1997. endnotes, bimjogra-
[Hr.274H>..S22.00 HB.

'phese two books emerge from the far.. side of white America^ class divide,
that tawdry world of trailer parks, stretch
pants, big hair, and EKis worship. The
world of the white poor and working class,
oral least the popular image of it For those
whose understanding of "redneck" culture
consists primarily of watching Roscanne re
runs, Jim Goad andjim Hog^re are must-
reads, and they're fuii, too. Goad is angry,
articulate, and bitingly funny, if at limes
over the top. Hogshire's expose of the
muki-miUion selling tabloid newspaper
industry is less aggressively outraged but
equally eye-opening.

A journalist with years of experience in
the tabloids, Hogshire uses insider knowl
edge and provocative analysis to open a
window into both the business of tabloids
and the brger role they pby in the national
psyche. (He is also author of Opium for the
Mosses, whose publication led to his arrest
for the possession of dried poppies pur
chased legally from a ncighborhtiod florist.)

His slender cffon, named for a headline
he once composed for a tabloid publisher,
zeroes in on the tabs' consistently rcaaion-
ary slant and their behind-the-scenes con
nections to national poltucs. The tabs usu
ally fly beneath the radar of media critics,
and Hogshire deserves credit for making the
connect ions. He discusses how the labs'

black-and-white worldview both reflects and
simplifies the government̂  and the main
stream medial line on die foe of the day

Beginning with the story behmd Ed An
ger. the popubr, hyper-reactionary WreWy

%rid News columnist whô  always "pig-
biiin mad" about gays, feminists, crimi
nals, or bureaucrats, Hogshire goes on toshow how the tabs wholeheanedly beat the
wrar drums during the Gulf War — and in
their own inimitable style: "Jesus Appears
to Our Boys in Saudi" and "I Was Raped By-
Saddam Hussein" are two of hundreds of
lurid headlines for bogus articles churned
out by the tabs. The Iraqi leader was also
variously described as receiving battle
plans from an undcad Adolf Hitler, dying
of brain cancer, being both gay and a swin
ish gigolo (in the same issue of the Sun!),
and being a pet-torturer and dog-cater,
Outrageous lies, of course, but then, as
Hogshire dryly notes, so was the Kuwaiti
baby incubator story,

Hogshire also exposes the tabs' histori
cal links with the CIA, the Mafia, and other
unsavory types. He demyihologizes
Enquirer publisher Generoso Pope, the
man who "invented" the supermarket tab
loid, worked for the CIA, and associated
with mobster Frank Costello. Just why are
those tabloid reponere making trips to glo
bal trouble spots yet coming away without
published stories? Hogshire has some in
teresting answers.

Jim Goad probably reads the Weekly
World News, and heb definitely got some of
Ed Anger's vitriol, but thanWully not his
Neanderthal cant. Goad rose to notoriety
as the chief writer, editor, and publisher of
the infamous 'zine Answer Me! and rode it
all the way to a big cash advance from
S i m o n 6 r S c h u s t e r . W i t h T h e R e d n e c k

Manifesto, he has earned his f«. (Whether
or not S&S will recoup its investment is
another question.)

Goadfe contention is birly simple: Poor
and working-class whites have gotten a
bum tap, and all that endless talk about rac
ism misses the point. And that point is class,
class, class! Goad works all the angles- He
discusses the history of poor white Ameri
cans (in a defensively well-researched chap-
ter), the sava^ng of "redneck culture." the
seething resentment of workers toward idi
otic, bom-to-privilege marugers. as well as
white trash culture, relî on, and play time.
His enemies list includes collegiate radicals,
alternative press pundits, and Eastern
progressives in general. He also aims more
than a few choice words at professional mi
litia-watchers: "ID bet you didn't know that
anyone who criticizes the bankeis is a closet
anti-Semite with schizophrenic delusions
and anyone who questions the federal
govemmcntb claims to historical innocence
is aaually hiding his sexual inadequacy and
fear of blacks." Whew.

The Redneck Manifesto is not for delicate
souls. The easily olTended h-iH be offended.
Goad's rhetoric is inflammatory (racist
terms abound) and his style is an in-your-
face rant. Still, it is precisely those holier-
than-thou progressives with tender sensi
bilities who most need to read hhn. its easy
to quote Redneck about "white skin privi
lege" when you are comforubly situated in
the middle class — much more comfortable

than talking about class privilege! But try
explaining the concept to a low-paid, hî
school-educated truck driver or factory
worker. Goad will help you understand
why you might try a different tack. ■

— PhiUip Smith
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CovertAction Quarterly
N® I (July I9i8) PWlip A£« on CIA; Cuban eriJe Irtal;
Cannnwr mtaich in Jamaica.*
S o . 2 ( O c t ' ' ' S
imdetww 10 jtars as double agent In CIA*
So. S (Jan. 1979) ClAaltacts CUB; Secret Ann>' manual;
îjing on host countrka*

So. 4 (Apr.-Maj 1979) IIS spies In Italian services; CIA In
•̂liuCU reccuitinjfoc AMcs; Subvtnlve academics In

Attica; AmtoU.*

.Sa.B(Ai« l979)lISInlellli!enc8lnAsia;ClAlnl}MWiarfc;
Sweden; 0 lenada; Al FU).*
Ko. < (OCL1078} US In Ciribbpan; Cuban exile tcrmrists;
Ptdlip Agee on CIA plans tor Nicaragua; CIA's secret Per-
jpecthes for Intellî nct.*
So. 7 (Dec. l970Jaa IB80) Media destabilizatlon in Ja-
Bvika;CLA uses cockroacĥ  Robert .Moss; CIA pmpaganda
bodgei; Media operalions; UNTU; Iran.*
No. 8 0iv.-.Apr. ISSO) Atacks on Philip Agee; US Intel-
Heme* legishtios; CAiB statenent to Conĝ  Zimbatmv;
Nonben Ireland.
No. 9 (Jisie 19S0)NSAin N'otuay; Glomar Explorer; Mind
raitt<d;NSA
Na 16(Aiig-SepC 1880) Caribbean overview; D^taUilaUon
la JiBik̂  Gq̂ na; Grenada bombing; the Splko; CIA
Deep Ccner Uuual.*
So. II (Dec. IBM) Rightwing terrorism; South Korea; KCIA
PonngikGuifana; Caribbean; AF10,KSA interview.
No. 12 (Ape 1981) US. hi □ Sahaikr & Guatemala New Rl̂
KSaa tee;; CIA bi MoomMqn^ UaS surveillance.*
No. 13 (July-Aug 1981) S. ARka documents; BOSS;
.SiiBihia; Detceoarie^ Globe Aen^ Angola^ CIA in
Moaanbigar, Central America: Dan in Caribbean; Max
Ragri; Mall ssrtelllance.
No. 14-15 (Oft 1981) Index to Nos. 1-12; Review of iittel-
ligence leglslaliot̂  (lAlB plans; ExlentM Naming Names.
No. 16 (Mar. 1882) Green Beret lanun In El Salvador;
Argcatiae death sqoads; CIA media operations; SejchelJes;
Aegoia; Mazambic oe; Coostantine Menges; Klan In Carib
bean; NuganUaod.*
No. 17 (Ssmnier 1882) CBW Idstory; DoD nerve gas sales
pî  Cotan denpieeiddemlc; Scon Barnes and "̂Uowrain* Ues U>3tery death in RangOntr-rTv gwcBrnatrnn**
Smuner Inst, cd Linguistics: ̂ rtd Medical RcUef; CIA &

BOSS; S. African torture; KSA; VlcUtam defoliation.*

1̂9 (SpringSununer 1983) CIA4 media; Ulstorj-of•fishrfwiaatlon; 'Plot" against the Pope; Grenada tbporl-
Beagaa's big lie; Geotgie Anae Cejer.
No. 20 (Wlater 1964) Imasion of Grenada; War in Nicari-
pa; ft. Huachuta bolktup; Israel and South Korea connec-
Unas in Central America; Moonles; K.U, Flî t 007; CIA
atsasslnalioBa.

7̂  21 (Spring 1984) NewYoiiTlmesand theSahadorandeetlon; Time aad Newsweek distortions; Accuracj In Me
dia; Nicaragua; ClA occult researcK
No- 22 (FaD 1984) Meneiuries& terrorism; SoUler <d Por
to*; CAB investigates fecial Fofcescanw Jonathui
b*i ■Priraiiiing' war in Nkaiagua; CIA terror manual; US-
Se*h Aftkiii twor, I lalian tiichttt
Nb-23 (Spring 1986)'Plof to kill the PoporBulgarian
Cooneetion"; St. Peter's Sq. photo manipulation; CIA Ilea to"Okhh and Italian nnduclsta; Paul lletue on human
ngbtq Claire Steriing.
No. 24 (Summer 1985) Slate teprewkin. IT.MA. infillrators,
pnMwatears; sanduaiy moveroenl; American Indian Mme-
^ Uvmard Pelliet; KASSCO strike; Amaud deBoertgrare, Rev. Moon and Robert Moss; Tetra Tfth.
^ 29 (̂ iMrr 1968) US, Nails, and Vulcan. Klaus Barbie;
r̂̂  Paperclip* * J. Peter Grace; James Anglclon* Roger"moo; Norenberg pre6i!CUtiiflnU.-tview;Sp«dalliwi torture
a BfuU; Knlghli of Malta; Greek civil warrKleni*; WACL.

N l 'MBEROa

No. 28 (Sommer 1986) Index to Nos. 13-2̂  US state terror-
mn; Noam Chomsk); Wmen Walters; Llb>u bombing; contra
agents; Israel & Soulh Africa; Duane; media maidpulationIn CosU Rica; Jonathan Polhrd; Democracy in Nkaragua.*
No. 27 (Spring 1987) Special; — Religioiis Right: Christian
underground; Christian Right 4 African Americans; New
York Dmes and Pope Plot; Frank Carlucci; Rev. Moon's law
SouthemAfr'llansporl;OlherNonh4MlchaelLedecn.* '
No. 28 (Spring 1987) Special—ClA and drup: S.E. Asia,
Afghanistan, Central America; Iran-Contra documenta;
Nugan Hand; WlUian CasQt KXL'̂ -T1A In Canada; Delta
Force; AIDS theories 4 CBW.*
No. 29 (Winter I9S8) Special — Pactflc; Philippines
counlerinsurgency & Religions Right: 1̂ 1, N- Zealand,
Botau, Vanuatu; Atom testing; Media/Nicaragua; CIA In
Cuba; Dbel; CIA 4 Readerb Digest; aios.*
No. SO (Summer I9SS) Spcelal — Middle East; Intifada,
Abu Jibe's assaminalion, Isrwilannstales 4 nuclear
arsenal, Israel 4 Contraarin Africa, Libya dblnformation,
CIA's William Buekiey, Afghan arms pipeline 4 contra
lobby; CIA *rok models.'
No. 31 (Winter 1989) Special — Domestic surveillance:
The "new' FBI; CIA on cam pas; Off. of Pub. Diplomacy;
Vigilante cepreision; Geronimo Pratt; Lexington Prison;
Puerto Rico; State defense fortes; «/o War Coun.; InL
Freedom Foun.; New Yoik Times disinfbniitllon.
No, 32 (Summer 1989) Tbnih Year Anntversaiy Issue; Best
of UJB Naming Names; CIA at fume, abroad, and in the
media, □even^-ear perspective by PhQlp AgM.

No. 33 (Winter 1990) Bush issue: CIA agents for Bush;
TbmrisinTbsk Force; 8 years of covert action; NW in Nica
ragua; El Salvador election 4 state terror; Bû  4 Noriega;
Skull 4 Bones; Rt^b. Party 4 fascists; FotA 4 NK; Cuba
4 drugs dblnformation; ChBe.
No. 34 (Sonunet 1990) FBI/CIA Role in Martin Luther King.
Jr. AVKL-Klnalinn; NVwiwgmin riertiivii « WPfl-rttl In Tatla
Rica; □ Sahedoi; Nortep 4 CIA; South African death
squmb; U.S. 4 Pol f^it; MaiTas4 murder; Tkhvan; Council
for National Policy; Operation CHAOS.
No. 36 (Fan 1990) ̂ lecial—Eastern Euope: USSR Destahill-
zalion; CIA's fmspiets, NED in t Balkan Nazis,
Free Consess Fnm.; ci). Jackxm; Cuba; Other IraitContra
Case^ CIA and Banks; CIA and Indomian Massacres.
No. 36 (Spring 1991) Special — Radsm 4 NaL Security.
FBI vs. Arab-Ainericans 4 Bbck OSidak, Dhorutsbht-
\lbhad, Msmla Abu-Jamal, Destabilizing Africa: Chad, S.
Afrka, Angda, Moambique, Zaitr, Panama: Gulf
Wu; CobtTEUTO 'art"; Nat. Security'Huroot,'
No. 37 (Summer 1991} Special — Gulfi^ Media: "Tllean
WV, CIA's Iraq Radio, Evangelicals tor Nuclear War, UN,
Libya; Iran; Dcoestk costs; N. Korea Neitt; Illegal Arms
I>ê  Georgie Anoe Geyet.
No. 38 (Fall 1991) Spedal — DoD, CIA recruilDeoi of US
4 IntL studentc ̂ tarism campos guide; Arif Dumnl's
Iran-Gontra case; S. Afrkan state terror; Rev. Moon 4
Academia; Tlugeliî  environraentallsts; ClABase database.
No. 89 (ninter 1991-82) Spedal —11* •Good* Agencies:
NED, Peace Corps, tlSAIP4 aids in Afrka, Nat. Cancer InsL,
Population Control; Catolang FBI 4 Saptene Coort; Robert
Gates; Ussi destaUUation; BCCL
No. 40 (Spring 1992) Special — In̂ nous Peoples; N.
America, loik duzqs, Leonard Peitirr interview, Guate
mala; East Tinor Massacre; US In Padfle; Cambodia; GAIT;
D a v i d D u k e .

No. 41 (Summer 1993} ^«cial — NeH Enemies: LA. Up-
rtrincCeo.BuihdCIA; Bush PainiIy;Eqbai Ahmad; UN:
U.S. Tbol; Nuclear ProUferalioa; EnvinmrnentaliEt Attacked;
US Econunk tied me; Dissent as Subvenkui
No. 42 (Fall 1992) Philip Agee on Covert Op^ Peru; Fluo
ride; VT Bush 4 OVav; Nkaragua; aviiC; HBitarizlng the
Drug Mr; CIA Thrgets Bemy Contakx; Bush Inaugural Leak;
Rev. Moon Buys Unhersit]-, Imlde LA. Pdke.
No, 43 (Winter 19(3-93) Cbemkal and Bkrioglcal Wir;
Zimbabwe, So. Africa arid aMhtax, Gall War Syndrome,
Agent Orange, Yellow Ram 4 Vtkll Street Joonul; Sclentiilc
racism; Yugosltria destabUlzation; Sooslla; US Religious
Right.
No. 44 (Spring 1993) Special — Public relations, buying
Inlhience, IIUI4 Knmlton, Burson-UanleUer, Clinton

Cabliwt; Somalia: "huraanltarian" Intervention; Rio Summit
Grcenwash; Btci cu; Clinton 4 NaL Sec. Act; Anti-Gay
plans.
No. 46 (Summer 1003) S. Africa Right's Unks, German
NechNiils; HIV Haitians; Inletview: Fred Weir In
PoUceTbrgel Black )buth; ADL Spying; Pelican Bay Prison;
Ireland's Youlh; Angola Prollteera.
No. 46 (Fall 1993) Economic lMeUigence;CIA'aHitUst;
Israel 4 Iran; NSA; School of the Americas; Ex-adviser re
veals El Salvador covet-up; Private prisons; Delta justice 4
Death Row, Savannah Rber; French Bull; ISA's Clioticr
Chip; CIA usevbanlft
No. 47 (Winter 199544) IBth Annheraaiy; FBI vs. Bari;
Kuvilan October Coup; Rocky Flats Jury; MPlvTWUlcral-
ists; Zinn on FBI; Dcllinger on TXis; CoM Ubr Quiz; Alan
Ginsberg on CIA; Mumia Abu-Jamal; Ubrid BaoWIMP; Ever
green Air iin'cia Proprietaiy.
No. 48 (Spring 1994) Chiapas Uprisbig;CIA4.'iAPU; US
Sells Out Haiti; Iran-Conlra Report; LA.-8; US.metc«nar-
ies In Azerbaijan; Council for NaL IMky, Guatemala's Drug
Generals.

No. 49 (Summer 1094) Peni, Montednos, and ftjimorh
Tbntd'Sudan; Operation Gtâ  US atom tests im humans;
ArTRenlaandAzeriai|an;&Africa's left; Sahadcr'aElecUona.
No. 60 (Pall 1994) Operation Condor; Clinton's Crime BUI;
Carlo's Liberty Lobby; Uonfort's Meatpackers; Low Inten
sity Democracy, NKO 4 Inteliigcnce BudgeL
No, 51 (Winter 1994-05) A.I.D.ing US Interests in Haiti;
Canadian Intelligence Abets Neo-Naris; Brookhsven lAb
and Cancen In Bulgaria; Repackaging Population: <W-
lum Rights for Women; The CIA Bud̂  PaiamUltaiy ihn-
tions; Bud McFarlane book revtevr.
No, 62 (Spring 1895) Rwandan Genocide; FnqxslUon IS7;
Rise of Militia^ Neo-Nail/Anil-Aboitkm Link^ Groom Lak^
Wdl Street Piwures ,Mexki^ Human Radiatkui Update;
Corpotallons Fund Research; NSA In Cybmrqmce; internet
Resources; Vianen Anderson located.
No. 63 (Summer 1995) Gulf War Syndrome CovebUK Mili
tias and the MUltaiy; Frank Donner; Arab Basĥ
Hiroshima; Cold Wsr Bomb; Iraqi Einbarga; Gnateioala;
DeVltte Murder; Bhopal; FISA Court; Omnibus Anii-temr-
Ism Act; Knnsller on Fourth Amendment VIolatioiL
No. 64 (Fall 1995) Chomskfon coiponie propaganda;
Bosnia Forum; US in Kurdistan; obit for Sasabwa; Labor
Now; NATIA IsyoCfr; Prison Labor; AfiqilO in Russia; Pri-
vara Security Guards; Whiter Reutbec
No. 65 (WTnter I9(&96) Police va CKiien Review, Corpmte
Assault on FDA; PR Industry Wars on Activists: Colin
Ihiwell; UN si oWCastro Spmh; Spainh GAL Scandal: East
Timor — UK Arms Indonesia; Bosnia Forum conL
No. 56 Spring I99C] Chomsky on "enduring truths'; High-
Tech surveillance; MUiCarizing USVexko Border; Pepper
Gas; Guyana mining disaster; Economics behind VugoMaria
fall; Russian natfonallsm; US/Tforea alliance 4 Kwan^ La
Belle bombing.
No. 67 (Summer 1986] Six-pack of lies. Racism in the
Ranks, Whllc-coUar crime, Common law cnirta, INS Mo
tion, Buying the Russian elections, Choms^- on tl* US and
Haiti, US-Israeli cooperation. Anonymous lemaiiers. Nukes
in Space.

No. 68 (Fall 1996) Burmese Gulag; Estrogen Uimickers
and Endocrine DLtniptera; Globalization of Crime aad
tab 'Counte^1>mrlsm* documents; Black church
burnings; AID and the snvkonment; BrocAbsven
whisllebloweis; AIDS conspiracy debunked.
No. 69 (Winter 189697) Spedal —New Age ^Survell-
lance: Hager on ECHEUHi; Spooks in Cyberspace and on the
Internet; Canadian Spy ^rid; NSA's Plan; aitd SULV. Also:
Privatizing welfare Mnxko and SOA; Afiihanistan; CLV-
drugs connection.
No. 60 (Sjiring 1887) Probe's ptutonfcun mlasinc Peru:
konx, Gunrilli IL. and Japan; Prison labuc; UidottijafcM; Utdver
shy- buslnees linka; US military an] CokmUa; FBi-CLA rob
Uwralkin; Sudan, Slaveiy and Soda] Engtneeriw
No. 61 (Summer 1097) Tiitkey's state-linked IdUetvPriva
tiling Hanfard Nuke; Polldng Activists; US torture manaaksUS arms.Mnxira'ii (In̂  war; Nw Eqiandq Spodo tnCoiqyetn.

* AVAILABLE IN PHOTOCOPY ONLY
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In this startling new book, the shadowy
„orId of security bureaas zooms into full
f o c u s,ĝ 22EH™T»scs, in
remarkable detaU, the secret working of
New Zealand's Government Communica
tions Security Bureau, and its part in a
U.S.-run global network of intelligence
gariiering.

The book reveals how the demands
of this international network are put
ahead of New Zealand's own political
and economic interests: Geared to
serve an alliance with the U.S., the
spies of New Zealand's agencies,
for example, failed to warn of the
Rmnboiv Warrior bombing. Through
the top secret U.S. ECHELON
Dictionary system, run with Canada,
Australia, New Zealand, and the
U.K., they routinely sift the world's _
telephone, e-mail, and telex ̂
communieations.̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^̂ ^
provides compelling arguments
for dismantling this vast
monitor-in-tlie-sk}'.

<< An astonishing number of people have told [Nicky Hager] things that I, as Prime
Minister in charge of the intelligence services, was never told.TT It is an outrage that
I and other ministers were told so little." D̂aiUt Lange, Prime Minister of New Zeaiand I984-i
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